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Desk Top Publishing 

and 

Armenian Numismatic Society Special Publications 


It was in 1977 that the Society decided to publish a volume in memory of Fr. Clement 
Sibilian. Before this volume was off the press, Special Publication No. 1 (1981), Selected 
Numismatic Studies of Paul Z. Bedoukian, was in press. The Society was in the 
Armenian numismatic book publishing business. Since then, we have published two 
commemorative issues of the Armenian Numismatic Journal and eight monographs as 
a part of the Special Publication series. 

Due to the bilingual nature of our publications, we were automatically guided toward 
Armenian printers. For the benefit of those who are not familiar, most Armenian print 
shops have a manager-printer and a type setter. The average shop has Compugraphic 
"Editwriter 7500" type setting equipment, some have upgraded versions, and others their 
older versions. Here the setter types the manuscript in absolute basic format. Their 
galley proofs run about 2-3 feet long. They don't edit for type setting errors, paginate, 
type headers, footers, or foot notes in spite of the fact that their equipment is capable of 
doing all these. Galley pages need to be cut regular page size and pasted; headers, 
footers, foot notes, page numbers need to be pasted manually. Furthermore, any 
corrections above and beyond the original manuscript would meet their stiff resistance. 
For all minor changes they would make big ceremonies, giving you the impression that 
they are making changes which they don't have to without compensation; in short they 
are doing you a great favor. 

In mid 1980s, when desk top publishing made its debut, instantly we concluded that it 
was our salvation. Today, on an outdated Macintosh Plus computer with a primitive 
Microsoft Word 4 word processing software, we can design and produce a manuscript 
(even a thousand page book or more) with header, footer, foot notes, page numbers, all 
laid properly, and printed at once with the latest high technology conveniences. This 
was the reason that in 1986 we purchased a Macintosh Plus computer and in 1991 a 
Texas Instrument's laser printer. 

The difference between the appearance of Armenian Numismatic Journal Vol. I 
(typed with a manual typewriter) and Vol. XXI (printed with a laser printer) is like day 
and night in spite of the fact that both have newsletter format. 

Our latest Special Publication, No. 8, Armenian Coins and Their Values, was 
published by utilizing desk top publishing. It was set on our computer, proofs printed with 
our 300 dpi (dots per inch) laser printer, then our external hard disk was taken to one of 
the local print shops for 1200 or 1000 dpi laser printed output. First, the printer could not 
even open our document on his computer. He struggled more than an hour, then had to 
stop because of other commitments. 
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The next morning, we telephoned Microsoft Corporation's (designer of our software) 
technical support department and explained our problems. They made several 
suggestions. Their information was relayed to the printer, new steps were taken, and 
eventually he was successful to print our camera ready pages with his 1000 dpi Laser 
Master printer. It is worth noting that 1200 or 1000 dpi laser output is type set quality and 
even with a magnifying glass one cannot tell the difference from linotronic output or 
compugraphic printing which is a wet and photographic process. The cost of 1200 or 1000 
dpi laser output is a nominal amount ($1 per page plus computer time). For our journal, 
300 dpi is satisfactory, since the distributed copies are printed by photocopying; here, a 
certain percentage of degradation occurs. 

During the 1000 dpi laser printing of ACTV we learned that our software and 
computer were outdated and that they are no longer compatible with laser print shop's 
high technology equipment. The printer's recommendation; you are doing type setting 
work with word processing software; purchase QuarkXPress 3.3 type setting software 
and a computer with minimum 4 MB RAM like an Apple Macintosh Performa 630 CD. 
Both of these will cost $592 and $1799 (+ tax) in California. 

Why are we writing all of this? If Armenian Numismatic Society is to remain at the 
forefront of modern technology, and keep on utilizing desk top publishing for its journal 
and monographs, we need to upgrade our software and hardware. To start with, the 
Society is in debt for the publication of ACTV. 

We can only appeal to our membership to purchase more books and donate money. 
This will enable us to pay off some $6000 in debt that is still due to the last publication, 
ACTV. By purchasing more books and donating to your library, you may be able to take 
a tax write off. Donations toward the purchase of new software and computer will keep 
the Society compatible with high technology equipment. 

Fifteen years ago when Armenian Numismatic Society started book publishing, it 
was the beginning of a legacy. It is up to our membership to see that this special mission 
is not interrupted, that research is carried on, and that numismatic literature is 
published. We need your financial contribution for this worthy cause which no other 
organization supports. 

Y. T. Nercessian 


LETTERS 

I want to thank you for the nice Republic of Armenia coins and for the refund you 
sent me. I have received everything safely. I am glad to have those coins in my 
collection, being very interested in the birth of new independent countries from the 
ashes of the Soviet Union. I am particularly attracted to Armenia, a new republic but a 
very old country with rich history and deep traditions. I enjoyed several years ago 
visiting the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, with St. James Cathedral and so on. I am 
also very fond of the Armenian diaspora. I recall a classmate in the city of my 
childhood. Nuevo Laredo, in the north of Mexico, whose grandfather was an Armenian. 
His last name was Keleichan [Kelechian?l and in that time, early sixties, he still 
received eagerly newspapers in his language. 

I have read a very interesting book about the supposed remains of Noah’s Ark in 
Mount Ararat. What do you know about it? 

Macedonlo S. Tamez 

Guadalajara, Jal., Mexico 

...I am the editor/compiler of the only Dutch Flagbook Prisma Vlaggenboek. I 
learned of the existence of the article or booklet: STEPANIAN, H.: Haykakan 
droshakner ew zinanshanner. Los Angeles: Armenian Numismatic Society... I’m 
extremely interested in a copy of this article/booklet... 

Jos Poels 

Grubbenvorst, Netherlands 
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A HOARD OF COPPERS COINS OF TIGRANES II 


TigTanes II, the son of Tigranes I, born in 140 B.C., 1 was taken hostage when 
Armenia failed in the struggle against the incursion of Parthia. When Tigranes I died 
in 95 B.C., the crown prince Tigranes was a mature 45 year old man who had lived with 
the Parthians around a decade. Most likely the Parthians favored his candidacy to the 
throne of Armenia. When the Armenian nobility requested the return of the crown 
prince, the Parthian king Mithridates II freed Tigranes, demanding in return the 
"seventy valleys" in the southeast of Armenia, near the border of Media. 2 

During the reign of Tigranes II the Great (95-55 B.C.), 3 Armenia acquired 
unsurpassed wealth and a vast empire. According to historians, the borders of his 
empire stretched from the Mediterranean Sea to the Caspian Sea and Black Sea to the 
Syrian deserts, Lebanon, and Palestine. 4 

Tigranes had established a mint in his first capital Artaxata, and later in the newly 
constructed Tigranocerta (the capital of his empire), Nisibin, and other locations. 
Armenia had her monetary system even before Tigranes the Great. 5 With Tigranes 
ascending the throne, Armenian coins were struck not only in Artaxata, but also in the 
various mints of his empire. After the occupation of Syria and Phoenicia, Tigranes 
commanded all the local mints which had issued a very attractive monetary series 
according to the Seleucid tradition. 

The army of Tigranes was estimated to be 70,000 to 80,000 soldiers. 6 This force 
required a payroll, supplies, and other necessities of life. Thus Tigranes found it 
necessary to decentralize the operation of his mints. The use of occupied Seleucid and 
Phoenician mints would satisfy the immediate shortage of money, accomodating the 
needs of his empire and provisions for his army. 

Ancient coins were struck manually on blank metal planchets, using obverse and 
reverse dies prepared by engravers. To strike coins in huge quantity and quickly, the 
best method for the moneyer was to recycle old coins, first by heating them and then 
overstriking with newly engraved dies. The undertype on well-executed overstruck 
coins is concealed. On the other hand, poorly overstruck coins show the details of 
undertypes. Overstruck coins on which the undertype can be seen very clearly are 
studied by numismatists to further explain contemporary events and history. 


1 Haykakan sovetakan hanragitaran [Soviet Armenian Encyclopedia], Vol. 11, (Yerevan, 1985), p. 697 (in 
Armenian). 

2 Hay zhoghovrdi patmufyun [History of the Armenian People], Vol. I (Yerevan, 1971), p. 556 (in 
Armenian). 

3 According to historical sources, when Lucullus had occupied all the treasures and looted Tigranocerta 
with his troops, 800 drachms silver were given to each Roman soldier as his share of the spoil from the booty 
of Tigranocerta. H. Manandian, Tigranes II et Rome (Lisbon, 1963), p. 121, also K'nnakan tesufyun hay 
zhoghovrdi patmut'ian [A Critical Survey of the History of the Armenian People], Vol. I (Yerevan, 1945), pp. 
200-207, (in Armenian). 

4 Hay zhoghovrdi patmutyun, Vol. I, p. 558-565. 

5 Moses Khorenats'i, History of the Armenians, translation and commentary by R. W. Thomson, 
(Cambridge, MA 1978), Book II, Chapter 11, p. 147, mentions that Artaxias I, founder of the Artaxiad 
dynasty, struck coins with his image. 

6 Manandian, Tigranes II , p. 106; Critical Survey, p. 200. 
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Tigranes utilized the mints of Antioch, 7 Damascus, and other mints in Syria and 
Phoenicia to his advantage. The overstruck coins found in hoards indicate that 
Tigranes utilized the local money and the mint. Here it is noteworthy that the copper 
coins generally circulated within a city and did not travel very far from the vicinity of 
that city. Silver coins, on the other hand, not only ventured beyond the borders of cities, 
but also were used by the merchants for international commerce. 

So far, about a dozen coin hoards containing coppers of Tigranes the Great are 
reported. Unfortunately, the contents of excavated coin hoards are altered for 
commercial reasons. Frequently, the most attractive pieces are removed and sold at 
high prices, and poorly preserved coins are occasionally added which change the 
structure of a newly found hoard. Unfortunately, the laws of Near Eastern countries do 
not encourage reporting hoard discoveries. Governments confiscate finds from the 
hands of the public, thus encouraging secrecy and smuggling. As a result, researchers 
rarely know when and where a hoard was unearthed, and always have reason to be 
suspicious of the structure of the hoard, how many coins were removed and how many 
were added to form the present hoard. 


Comments on the Hoard 

Coin hoards are very important for numismatic research. Hoard study sometimes 
makes it possible to decide the exact chronological order of different coin types, the 
existence and regnal period of a questionable monarch, and the value of a coin in 
commerce. Hoards can shed light on a country's culture, metallurgy, economic and 
social life. 

Coin hoards of Tigranes the Great have been studied by numismatists, particularly 
Paul Z. Bedoukian 8 and C. Foss. 9 

A few years ago a group of Artaxiad copper coins was discovered. The hoard 
consisted of 75 copper pieces belonging to Tigranes II. Based on the red tinted soil 
covering the coins, it was possible to conclude that most of the coins belonged to a hoard. 
Later a study of coin dies proved that the parcel was a hoard or a part of a hoard. The 
date of unearthing and provenance remain unknown. Further examination and 
classification of coins proved that the most attractive and rare pieces were selected and 
removed from the hoard. 


Cataloguing the Hoard 

The hoard was classified according to the scheme of Paul Z. Bedoukian s Coinage of 
the Artaxiads of Armenia, 10 which lists 38 different types of Tigranes II coppers. All of 
the coins belonging to the hoard are classified in Table I. The first column in the 
catalogue gives the assigned specimen number. The second column references 
Bedoukian's corpus number. The third and fourth columns are the diameter and weight 
of the coin, respectively. The fifth column indicates the reverse to obverse die 
orientation. The sixth column indicates the coin type. Columns seven and eight give the 
obverse-reverse die identification (odd numbers to the obverse and even numbers to the 


7 Manandian, Tigranes II , p. 45; Critical Survey, p. 153. 

8 P. Z. Bedoukian, “Five Hoards Containing Coins of the Artaxiads of Armenia," Revue des Etudes 
Armeniennes, New Series, Vol. V (1968), pp. 421-433; also in Selected Numismatic Studies (Los Angeles, 
1981), pp. 142-154; Armenian Coin Hoards (Los Angeles, 1987); A Hoard of Copper Coins of Tigranes the 
Great and A Hoard of Artaxiad Coins (Los Angeles, 1991). 

9 C. Foss, "The Coinage of Tigranes the Great," The Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. 146 (1986), pp. 19-66, 
plates 5-7. 

10 P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia (London, 1978), pp. 62-68, pi. 5-6, Nos. 91-128. 
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reverse). An asterisk in the last column indicates that a specimen is illustrated in the 

photographic plate. 

The coins are classified into seven groups based on their reverse design: Tyche, 

Heracles (Vahagn), cornucopia, head of wheat, Nike, palm-branch, and overstruck 

coins. The first six types and variants are described below: 

A1 Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped right, clean shaven and wearing ornate five-pointed 
Armenian tiara. A broad diadem knotted at the back encircles the head and 
falls downward. Divided drape cover the ear and the neck. The tiara is 
adorned with an eight-rayed star flanked by two eagles back to back but with 
their heads turned to each other. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch or Artaxata, draped and wearing a turreted crown, seated 
right on a rock, holding a palm-branch in her right hand; at her feet the 
upper portion of a youthful male nude figure of the river-god Orontes 
swimming right. Legend to right downward BAXIAEOX; to left downward 
BAXIAET1N / TITPANOY. Monogram T to left of palm-branch. Border of dots. 

A 2 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Similar to Al but without monograms. 

A3 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Similar to Al with monogram and letter A above the swimmers head. 

A4 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Similar to Al but with letter A to left of Tyche's head, and H above palm- 
branch, and A above the swimmer's head. 

A5 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Similar to Al but letter T to left of palm-branch and A above the 
swimmer's head. 

A6 Obv.: Similar to Al but poor workmanship. 

Rev.: Similar to A5 but blundered legend to right downward X1VITV; to left 

downward AXLAX0L/ CTAMCT. 

B1 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Bearded nude Heracles (Vahagn) standing, head left. Right arm folded 
holding lion's skin and left hand leaning on club. Legend to right 
downward BAXIAEOX; to left downward BAXLAEflN / TITPANOY. Monogram 
T to right of Heracles and letter A to left. 

B2 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Similar to B1 but no monograms. 

B3 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Similar to B1 but monogram T to left of Heracles and letter A to right. 

B4 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Similar to B2. Legend to right downward BAXIAEflX /BAXIAEON; to left 
downward TITPANOY. 

Cl Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Cornucopia with the upper half to right. Legend to right downward BAXIAEftX; 
to left downward BAILAEON / TITPANOY. Above to the left and to the right of 
cornucopia marks resembling bunch of grapes; to right of field letter A. ^ 
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C2 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Cornucopia with the upper half to left. Legend to right downward BAIIAEQZ; 
to left downward BAIIAEftN /TirPANOY. In the field to left of cornucopia 
letter A and to right letter H. 

C3 Obv.: Similar to Al. 

Rev.: Cornucopia with the upper half to right. Legend to right downward BAZIAESIZ; 
to left downward BAZLAEflN / TirPANOY. Above to the left and to the right of 
cornucopia marks resembling bunch of grapes; below cornucopia in exergue 
the letters T I A. J) 


Dl Obv. 
Rev. 


El Obv. 
Rev. 


E2 Obv. 
Rev. 


Similar to Al. 

Head of wheat with two leaves below it. Legend to right downward BAZLAEflZ; 
to left downward BAZIAEilN / TirPANOY. 

Bust of Tigranes draped right with five-pointed Armenian tiara. The five- 
o'clock ray of the star is substituted with a thick line moving upward to the 
right. No eagles. Border of dots. 

Nike advancing left with outstretched left hand holding a wreath and right 
hand extending downward. Legend to right downward BAIIAEOZ; to left 
downward TirPANOY. Below Nike in exergue the letters AHM. 

Similar to El 

Similar to El but without letters. 


E3 Obv.: Similar to El but letter A in left field. 
Rev.: Similar to E2. 


E4 Obv. 


Rev. 


Very finely executed portrait of Tigranes right. Tiara has four instead of the 
usual five points and the star radiates and made of dots. Vertical ornamental 
line on both sides of the star. To the left in the field a prominent A. Border of 
dots. 

Similar to E2. 


FI Obv.: Similar to El. 

Rev.: Palm-branch curved to left. Legend to right downward BAZIAEDZ; to left 
downward TITPANOY. Below palm-branch in exergue the letters AHM. 

F2 Obv.: Similar to El. 

Rev.: Similar to FI but flower to left of palm-branch. 


Description of Overstruck Coins 

As mentioned earlier, in the Seleucid and Phoenician mints of Tigranes the Great 
local copper coins were overstruck. C. Foss 11 published ten overstruck Seleucid and 
Phoenician copper coins in the hoard he described. W. Maksoudian, 12 in a different 
article, described eight coins overstruck on Seleucid and Phoenician Copper coins. 

There are at least six overstruck coins in the subject hoard. All of these pieces were 
overstruck with Tyche dies without monograms or field letters. Three of the overstruck 
coppers (Nos. 70, 73, 74) have as an undertype on one side the veiled bust of Astarte- 


11 C. Foss, op. cit., pp. 44-45, Nos. 19-21, 23, 24, 26-30. 

12 William Maksoudian, "Coins Overstruck by Tigranes the Great,” Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, 
Vol. XV (1989), pp. 51-57. 
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Europa of Aradus (Phoenicia) to right, an on the other side, a charging bull to left On 
coin No. 72, the undertype design belongs to Marathus; on one side there is a double 
cornucopia tied with a thin band of ribbon, and on the other side, head of Zeus laureate to 
right. Coin No. 75 again is an Aradian bronze; on one side there is the trace of Tyche, 
on the other side, prow of war galley. On coin No. 71 the obverse undertjye is 
undetectable, but on the reverse, in exergue, below the rock where Tyche is seated, a 
partial circular Greek inscription is noticed. 


For expediency, the overstruck coins were catalogued twice: 
classification data, 2) to describe the undertype data in detail. 


1) to record the normal 


Table I. Catalogue of copper coins of Tigranes the Great 


No. 

Bed. 

No. 

Diam. 

(mm) 

Wt. 

(an) 

Rev. to 
Obv. 

Type 

Obv /Rev Die 




TYCHE 




1 . 

091 

21 

7.19 

T 

A1 

01 

02 


Reverse double struck 





2. 

092 

23 

9.22 

T 

A2 

03 

04 

3. 

092 

21 

7.81 

T 

A2 

05 

06 

4. 

092 

23 

7.57 

t 

A2 

07 

04 

5. 

092 

23 

7.53 

t 

A2 

03 

08 


BAIIAEUI off the flan 





6. 

092 

18 

6.19 

/ 

A2 

05 

06 

7. 

092 

20 

5.89 

t 

A2 

05 

06 

8. 

092 

18 

4.13 

t 

A2 

09 

10 

9. 

092 

20 

3.24 

T 

A2 

11 

12 


TITPANOY off the flan 





10. 

093 

19 

7.99 

T 

A3 

13 

14 

11. 

093 

20 

7.24 

/ 

A3 

13 

16 

12. 

093 

18 

7.21 

/ 

A3 

13 

18 

13. 

093 

19 

7.03 

T 

A3 

13 

20 

14. 

093 

20 

6.73 

T 

A3 

03 

22 

15. 

093 

21 

6.70 

t 

A3 

07 

24 

16. 

093 

20 

6.32 

T 

A3 

07 

26 

17. 

093 

19 

6.09 

t 

A3 

07 

20 

18. 

093 

20 

5.88 

t 

A3 

07 

26 

19. 

093 

18 

5.87 

T 

A3 

13 

18 

20. 

094 

19 

7.78 

T 

A4 

15 

28 

21. 

094 

21 

7.20 

T 

A4 

13 

14 

22. 

094 

20 

7.36 

T 

A4 

13 

30 


BAZLAEftl off the flan 





23. 

094 

18 

6.41 

T 

A4 

13 

32 

24. 

094 

18 

5.84 

/ 

A4 

13 

30 

25. 

094 

19 

5.34 

\ 

A4 

17 

32 

26. 

094 

19 

5.31 

T 

A4 

13 

30 


BAHAEftZ off the flan 





27 

094 

20 

5.17 

\ 

A4 

13 

34 


13 G. F. Hill, Catalogue of the Greek Coins of Phoenicia (BMC), (Bologna, 1965 reprint), pp. 40-42, pi. V, 
No. 9. 
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No. 

Bed. 

No. 

Diam. 

(mm) 

Wt. 

(gtn) 

Rev. to 
Otv. 

Type 

Obv/Rev Die 

PI. 

28. 

094 

20 

4.66 

T 

A4 

15 

36 


29. 

095 

19 

8.04 

/ 

A5 

17 

38 

* 

30. 

095 

18 

6.75 

T 

A5 

17 

40 


31. 

095 

19 

6.75 

/ 

A5 

07 

42 


32. 

096V 14 

18 

5.14 

/ 

A6 

19 

44 

* 





HERACLES 





33. 

099 

19 

3.69 

t 

B1 

21 

46 


34. 

099 

19 

3.30 

T 

B1 

23 

48 


35. 

099 

16 

2.90 

\ 

B1 

25 

50 

* 

36. 

099 

17 

2.68 

\ 

B1 

27 

52 


37. 

100 

18 

5.50 

t 

B2 

29 

54 


38. 

100 

19 

4.95 

\ 

B2 

29 

56 


39. 

101 

18 

6.16 

T 

B3 

31 

58 


40. 

101 

17 

5.05 

T 

B3 

31 

58 

• 

41. 

101 

16 

4.89 

t 

B3 

33 

60 


42. 

101 

17 

4.69 

/ 

B3 

35 

60 


43. 

101 

18 

4.40 

T 

B3 

31 

58 


44. 

101 

18 

4.38 

T 

B3 

31 

58 


45. 

101 

17 

4.36 

T 

B3 

31 

58 


46. 

101 

19 

4.34 

T 

B3 

13 

62 



TirPANOY off the 

flan 






47. 

101 

17 

4.31 

T 

B3 

31 

58 


48. 

101 

18 

4.26 

T 

B3 

31 

58 


49. 

101 

19 

3.67 

T 

B3 

37 

64 


50. 

101 

16 

3.13 

T 

B3 

31 

58 



TITPANOY off the flan 






51. 

101 

16 

2.73 

T 

B3 

39 

60 


52. 

102 

16 

3.64 

T 

B4 

41 

66 

* 





CORNUCOPIA 





53. 

104 

13 

2.18 

T 

Cl 

43 

68 


54. 

104 

14 

2.07 

T 

Cl 

43 

70 


55. 

105 

15 

3.16 

T 

C2 

43 

72 


56. 

105 

15 

3.08 

T 

C2 

45 

74 

* 

57. 

105 

15 

2.83 

T 

C2 

45 

74 


58. 

105 

15 

2.11 

T 

C2 

43 

76 


59. 

106V 

15 

3.02 

\ 

C3 

43 

78 

* 





HEAD OF WHEAT 




60. 

107 

13 

3.02 T D1 

47 

80 

* 


14 Coins marked "V" differ slightly from Bedoukian's corpus. 
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Bed. Diam. Wt. Rev. to Type Obv/Rev Die 
No, (mm) (gm) Obv. 


NIKE 


61. 

114 

18 

5.33 

62. 

114 

23 

4.12 

63. 

115 

18 

5.89 

64. 

119 

16 

3.13 

65. 

120 

16 

3.70 

66. 

120 

17 

3.64 

67. 

120 

16 

2.57 


t 

El 

49 

82 


t 

El 

51 

84 

* 

T 

E2 

53 

86 


t 

E3 

55 

88 


T 

E4 

57 

90 

* 

T 

E4 

59 

92 


T 

E4 

57 

92 



PALM-BRANCH 


68. 

121 

16 

4.67 

T 

FI 

61 

94 

* 

69. 

121V 

20 

4.68 T 

OVERSTRUCK COINS 

F2 

63 

96 

* 

70. 

092V 

22 

7.53 

t 

A2 

09 

98 


71. 

092V 

20 

6.95 

T 

A2 

NA 

NA 


72. 

092V 

21 

6.40 

t 

A2 

NA 

NA 


73. 

092V 

22 

5.95 

T 

A2 

NA 

NA 


74. 

092V 

21 

5.50 

T 

A2 

NA 

NA 


75. 

092V 

21 

5.22 

T 

A2 

NA 

NA 



OVERSTRUCK COINS 


No. Understrike to Description of Understrike Die 

Overstrike 


70. 

<- 

Obv.: Aradus. Head and forelegs of humped bull to 1.. hind 
legs to r.; letters CN above bull and 1 c beneath bull. 


\ 

Rev.: Bust of Astarte-Europa right. 

71. 


Obv.: Unidentifiable. No understrike visible. 


4 

Rev.: Traces of undertype circular Greek legend visible. 

72. 

r 

Obv.: Marathus. Double cornucopia, tied with a thin 
band of ribbons. 


-» 

Rev.: Head of Zeus right, laureate. 

73. 

<— 

Obv.: Aradus. Head of Astarte-Europa right. 


4 

Rev.: Complete body of humped bull galloping to left; 

letters CN above bull and N beneath bull. 

74. 

<r- 

Obv.: Aradus. Head and forelegs of humped bull galloping 
left, hind legs to right. 


— > 

Rev.: Head of Astarte-Europa right. 

75. 

<- 

Obv.: Aradus. Bust of Tyche right. 


\ 

Rev.: Poseidon, nude to waist, seated l.on prow of gaily 1.; 
traces of figure-head Athena 1.; below, date and 


letters. 
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Metrology of Copper Coins 

The metrology of silver coins of Tigranes the Great is very clear: the average weight 
of tetradrachm is 15 to 16 grams, and the drachma 3.5 to 4 grams. The copper coins do 
not present the same simplicity. E. T. Newell, 16 in his work on Seleucid coins, published 
a study dedicated to the metrology of ancient copper coins. Newell observed that coins 
with AX letters weigh 11.27-20.25 grams, coins with BX letters, 6.20-8.88 grams, and coins 
with AX letters 2.82-5.10 grams. That is, with average weight of 16, 8, 4 grams. Newell 
arbitrarily called them 4 chalci, 2 chalci, and 1 chalcus. It is interesting to note that the 
basic unit is 1 chalcus; the next unit is 2 chalci, twice the weight of 1 chalcus; the third 
unit is 4 chalci, twice the weight of 2 chalci. If the weight falls below 1 chalcus, then it is 
called 1/2 chalcus. 


Table II. Weight distribution based on variants of types 


2.01 

2.51 

3.01 

3.51 

4.01 

4.51 

5.01 

5.51 

6.01 

6.51 

7.01 

7.51 

8.01 

8.51 

9.01 


T&S 2.50 

3.00 

3.50 

4.00 

_4£Q 

5.00 

5.50 

5.00 

6.50 

7.00 

7,50 

6,00 

8,50 

9,00 

9.50 

Total 

Tyche (A) 
















A6 






1 









1 

A5 









2 



1 



3 

A4 





1 

3 

1 

1 


2 

l 




9 

A3 







2 

2 

2 

3 

l 




10 

A2 


1 


1 


2 

2 

2 

1 


4 



1 

14 

M 










1 





1 

Total A 


1 


1 

1 

6 

5 

5 

5 

6 

6 

1 


1 

38 

Heracles /Vahagn 

(B) 













B4 



1 












1 

B3 

1 

2 


6 

2 

1 


1 







13 

B2 




1 


1 









2 


B1 2 

1 

I 





4 

Total B 3 

3 

2 

7 

2 

2 

1 

20 

Cornucopia (C) 








C3 

1 






1 

C2 1 1 

2 






4 

Cl 2 







2 

Total C 3 1 

3 






7 

Head of wheat (D) 








D1 

1 






1 

Total D 

1 






1 

Nike (E) 








E4 1 


2 





3 

E3 

1 






1 

E2 






1 

1 

El 



1 


1 


2 

Total E 1 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

7 


Palm-branch (F) 


FI 1 1 


Total F 2 2 

Gr.Tot. 3 5 9 4 9 5 9 6 6 5 6 6 1 1 75 


Paul Bedoukian, when preparing his monograph, Coinage of the Artaxiads of 
Armenia, attempted to classify copper coins according to denomination. Based on a 

15 E. T. Newell, The Coinage of the Eastern Seleucid Mints (New York, 1978 reprint), pp. 270-274. 
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comparative ratio similar to Newell, Bedoukian arbitrarily adopted a similar system 
for the Artaxiad 16 coppers: 

6.3 - 8.0 grams = 4 chalci 

3.9 - 5.1 grams = 2 chalci 

2.8 - 3.6 grams = 1 chalcus 

1.0 - L5 grams = 1/2 chalcus 

Once again it is necessary to emphasize that this classification is purely arbitrary. 
No claim is made that during the Artaxiad period the copper coins were called 1/2 
chalcus, 1 chalcus, 2 chalci, or 4 chalci. But it is logical to conclude that the copper coins 
of Tigranes the Great had denominations of different size and weight. These problems 
must be resolved by numismatic research since the values are not inscribed on the coins 
and we have not received any written documenting information on Artaxiad coin 
denominations. 

Half of the present hoard (including the overstrikes) consists of coins struck with the 
design of Tyche. If one considers the fact that almost all of the silver coins struck by 
Tigranes the Great are engraved with the figure of Tyche — this becomes understandable 
from examining Tables I and II— it is possible to conclude that most of the corns struck 
with Tyche on their reverse sides are 4 chalci, but coins of this type also have scarce 1 
and 2 chalci denominations. Most of the coins with the type of Heracles belong to 1 and 2 
chalci, but there are 4 chalci denominations. Coins with cornucopia and head ol wheat 
belong to 1 chalcus. Coins of Nike type, with all their variants, can be classified as 1, 2, 
and 4 chalci denominations. Both pieces of palm-branch type are 2 chalci. 


Table III. Average metrological data and hoard composition 


Type 


Tyche (A) 
Heracles (B) 
Cornucopia (C) 
Head of wheat (D) 
Nike (E) 

Palm-branch (F) 


Average Weight 

fern) 

6.45 

4.08 

2.64 

3.02 

4.06 

4.68 


Average Diameter 

tom) 

20.0 

17.5 

14.6 

13.0 

17.7 

18.0 


Hoard Composition 

(%) 

50.66 

26.66 

9.34 

1.34 

9.34 

2.66 


Based on Tables I and III, on the average, it is possible to confirm that the coins of 
Tyche type are the largest. Coins of Heracles, Nike, and palm-branch have almost the 
same size diameters. Cornucopia and head of wheat are the smallest pieces. The average 
metrological data is summarized in Table III. 


1 4 
1 2 
1 0 
8 


0 


in.. 

A 1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 



B1 B2 B3 B4 


0 


■ I. 


Cl C2 C3 


Chart 1. Type A, Tyche Chart 2. Type B, Yah agn Chart 3. Type C, cornucopia 


16 P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia, 44-45. 
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The data of Table II is converted to charts, and count of coins by type is displayed 
graphically in Charts 1, 2, 3, 4. The data of Table III, weight dstribution of coins by type, 
is displayed graphically in Chart 5. 


4 
2 
0 

El E2 E3 E4 
Chart 4. Type E, Nike 



hull 


A B C D E F 

Chart 5. Weight of coins by type 


The coin hoard does not contain sufficient specimens from all different types. 
However, the present metrological data is in agreement with Bedoukian's scholarly 
study. 


Die Study 

When coins are compared with each other for die similarity the border of dots which 
forms a circle around the bust of Tigranes, then the style of the Tiara, ear and neck 
flaps, the height of the neck, Adams apple, and other details are examined. Sometimes 
the preservation of a coin is such that comparison with other coins for die study is not 
possible. 

The bust of Tigranes the Great is portrayed on the obverse side of all of his coins; on 
the reverse, Tyche, Heracles (Vahagn), Nike, etc. 

Generally, coins with the figure of Tyche have a greater diameter than the other types 
(Table III). 

When different type coins were compared with each other, it was noticed that a coin of 
Heracles type (No. 46) has an identical obverse die with Tyche die 13. This must be 
considered an exception. Among other types, particularly between cornucopia and head 
of wheat, there was no coin struck with the same die. 

The result is different when coins of the same type are compared with each other. 
Tyche type 33 coin obverses (coin Nos. 1-32, 70) were struck with 10 different dies. 
Twenty-three dies were used to strike the reverses of 33 Tyche type coins (Overstruck 5 
coins were not considered as good candidates for die study). Heracles type coins for 
obverse and reverse, had 12 and 11 dies, respectively. The obverse of 8 Heracles type 
coins were struck with die 31. Usually, because of the art of producing ancient coins, the 
reverse die were worn faster than the obverse die, at least 2:1 or higher ratio. Here a 
question arises, is the hoard tampered with? Most probably yes! No doubt the parcel of 
coin has been a hoard or a part of a hoard; however, some coins have been removed or 
possibly poor grade copper pieces have been added to form the present hoard. The obverse 
and reverse side of cornucopia and Nike were struck with 2 and 6, 6 and 6 dies, 
respectively. 
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Chronology of Copper Coins 

If we did not have the coins of Tigranes the Great, we would have to utilize our 
manuscripts and imagination to reconstruct the the tiara of Tigranes, his face, the royal 
purple robe, raws of necklaces, earrings, etc. Simply, ancient coins are miniature 
metallic monuments and national treasures, from which it is possible to study two- 
thousand year old Armenian history. 

Coins of Tigranes issued in Damascus are dated. All numismatists agree on this 
point of view and the dates correspond with that period when he ruled that city (72-69 
B.C.). Coins issued in Artaxata, Tigranocerta, and Antioch need further research. 
Numismatists disagree about the meanings of monograms and letters inscribed on 
coins issued in these three and other mints. Some believe that they are dates, others 
insist that they are the signatures of mint masters or die engravers, another group tries 
to persuade numismatists that they are mint marks. 

It appears impossible to settle the chronology of the subject hoard as long as the 
meaning of these monograms and letters remain unknown. Seleucia formed a part of 
the empire of Tigranes from 83-69 B.C. After the occupation of Antioch, for the first time, 
Tigranes engraved on the reverse sides of his tetradrachms the Tyche of Antioch 
sculpted by Eutichides of Sicyon. 17 The design of the same Tyche appears on his silver 
and copper coins. Therefore, coins of the same type of Tyche must be contemporary. A 
question arises, when were the copper coins displaying Tyche were issued, before or 
after the occupation of Antioch? All numismatists agree that silver coins inscribed 
"BAZIAEOX BAZIAEQN TITPANOY" were issued in Artaxata and coins inscribed 
"BAXIAEOX TITPANOY" were issued outside Armenia proper. Also, the same reasoning 
must be applicable to his copper coins and conclude that the coin types displaying Nike 
and palm-branch must have been placed in circulation after the occupation of Syria, 
during the period of 83-69 B.C. 


S ummar y and Conclusion 

A hoard of 75 copper coins attributed to Tigranes II (95-55 B.C.) was sorted into seven 
groups based on reverse design: Tyche, Heracles (Vahagn), cornucopia, head of wheat, 
Nike, palm-branch, and lastly overstruck coins. Coins displaying Tyche on their 
reverse sides constitute the 50 percent of the hoard (Table III); whereas, Nike type coins, 
9 percent, were comparatively few. Normally, in a parcel of coins of Tigranes the Great, 
there are more Nike types than Heracles. The figure of Tyche is on all overstruck coins. 
However it would be false to conclude that there are no overstruck coins with other types 
(Heracles, cornucopia, Nike). 

Coins displaying Tyche, Heracles, and Nike fall into 1, 2, 4 chalci denominations; 
head of wheat and cornucopia are 1 chalcus; and palm-branch 2 chalci. Unfortunately, 
the weight of copper coins is not well regulated similar to the silver coins. 

Careful study and comparison of the 75 coins reveals that the obverse sides were 
struck with 38 dies and the reverse sides with 48 dies. The hoard was tampered with at 
least for Heracles and Nike types. For these two types the number of obverse-reverse dies 
were 12-11 and 6-6, respectively. 

Silver coins of Tigranes II inscribed "BAZIAEflZ BAZIAEON TITPANOY" were issued 
in Armenia proper, whereas coins inscribed "BAXIAEQZ TITPANOY" were issued in 


17 G. F. Hill, Historical Greek Coins (London, 1906), p. 164. 
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Antioch, Damascus or other imperial mints, south of Armenia. Based on this reasoning, 
Nike and palm-branch type coins were issued for circulation in Syria, 83-69 B.C. When 
Tigranes occupied Antioch, he coined silver tetradrachms displaying the Tyche of 
Antioch. Copper coins displaying the same type of Tyche can be considered 
contemporary and issued after the occupation of Antioch, 83 B.C.. 

The present treasure is not a small coin hoard; but the structure of the hoard is 
disturbed with and the provenance remains unknown. This hoard does not offer all the 
elements necessary to resolve the problems of mint location and dating of the coins 
issued by Tigranes the Great. However, considering the paucity of published material, 
this hoard makes a modest contribution toward the progress and clarification of the 
obscure pages of Armenian numismatics. 

Y. T. NERCESSIAN 
Pico Rivera, California 
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Numismatic Notes 

A HOARD OF 50 COPPERS OF TIGRANES II 


Three or four years ago a small parcel of copper coins was received. It included 50 coins 
of Tigranes II. The date and provenance of hoard unearthing remain unknown, 
statistical data is tabulated and offered for posterity without additional comments. The 
die numbers assigned here are independent from the preceding article. Y. Nercessian 


No. 


Bed. 

No. 


Table I. Catalogue of copper coins of Tigranes the Great 

Type Obv/Rev Die 


Diam. 

(mm) 


Wt. 

(gin) 


Rev. to 
Obv. 


TYCHE 


1 . 

092 

20 

8.21 

t 

A2 

01 

02 

2. 

092 

21 

8.13 

t 

A2 

03 

04 

3. 

092 

21 

7.04 

T 

A2 

03 

06 

4. 

092 

22 

6.98 

t 

A2 

05 

08 

5. 

092 

21 

6.81 

T 

A2 

01 

08 

6. 

092 

19 

4.81 

t 

A2 

03 

12 

7. 

092 

18 

4.81 

t 

A2 

03 

10 

8. 

092 

19 

4.46 

T 

A2 

07 

08 

9. 

092 

19 

3.57 

T 

A2 

01 

02 

10. 

092 

19 

3.21 

T 

A2 

03 

14 

11. 

092V 22 

overstruck 

5.76 

t 

A2 

01 

16 

12. 

092V 23 

overstruck 

5.59 

t 

A2 

09 

18 

13. 

093 

22 

7.45 

t 

A3 

01 

20 

14. 

095 

20 

4.81 

i 

A5 

11 

22 

15. 

096 

18 

5.25 T 

HERACLES 

A6 

07 

24 

16. 

099 

18 

3.77 

T 

B1 

13 

26 

17. 

100 

17 

5.36 

t 

B2 

13 

28 

18. 

100 

20 

4.50 

t 

B2 

13 

30 

19. 

102 

18 

4.68 

T 

B4 

15 

32 

20. 

102 

16 

3.72 T 

CORNUCOPIA 

B4 

15 

32 

21. 

104 

16 

4.94 

t 

Cl 

17 

34 

22. 

104 

16 

3.59 

T 

Cl 

19 

34 

23. 

104 

16 

2.52 

T 

Cl 

19 

36 

24. 

105 

16 

4.61 

T 

C2 

19 

38 

25. 

105 

16 

3.59 

T 

C2 

19 

38 

26. 

105 

14 

3.20 

T 

C2 

19 

40 

27. 

105 

13 

2.32 

T 

C2 

19 

40 

28. 

105 

13 

1.61 

t 

C2 

21 

40 


PI. 
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No. 

Bed. 

No. 

Diam. 

(mm) 

Wt. 

(gtn) 

Rev. to 
Obv. 

Type 

Obv/Rev Die 

29. 

106 

15 

2.69 

T 

C3 

21 

42 


below in exergue letters AH 




30. 

106 

15 

2.29 

T 

C3 

21 

42 


below in exergue letters AH 







HEAD OF WHEAT 




31. 

107 

13 

2.30 

T 

D1 

23 

44 

32. 

107 

12 

1.96 

T 

D1 

23 

44 

33. 

107 

13 

2.86 

T 

D1 

23 

46 


in r. 

field monogram TP, below A 




34. 

107 

14 

1.97 

T 

D1 

23 

46 


in r. 

field monogram TP, below A 




35. 

107 

13 

1.64 

T 

D1 

23 

46 


in r. 

field monogram TP, below A 




36. 

107 

13 

1.70 

T 

D1 

23 

48 


letter A above AH 





37. 

107 

13 

2.57 

T 

D1 

23 

48 


letter A above AH 





38. 

107V 

11 

1.45 

T 

D1 

23 

50 


below in exergue AH, BAXLAE£TI/BAIIAEDN//TirPANOY 


39. 

107V 

13 

2.19 

? 

D1 

23 

52 


on reverse, head of wheat o/s on head ofTigranes? 





INVERTED CLUB 




40. 

HAC 

13 

2.17 

1 



25 

54 






NIKE 




41. 

120 

17 

4.97 

T 

E3 

27 

56 

42. 

120 

16 

4.24 

T 

E3 

27 

56 

43. 

120 

16 

3.84 

T 

E3 

27 

58 

44. 

120 

15 

3.76 

T 

E3 

27 

58 

45. 

120 

15 

3.57 

T 

E4 

29 

60 

46. 

120 

16 

3.22 

T 

E4 

29 

60 

47. 

120 

17 

3.19 

T 

E4 

29 

60 

48. 

120 

15 

2.42 

T 

E4 

29 

60 





PALM-BRANCH 



49. 

121 

14 

3.81 t F2 

31 

62 




TRIPOD 



50. 

122 

15 

2.55 T — 

33 

64 
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WHO WAS ZAKIADRES? 

SOME NOTES ON AN ARTAXIAD COIN 


In the middle eighties, Levon A. Saryan took issue with opinions which questioned the 
authenticity of two controversial coins. One of them bears the inscription King of 
Kings” and had been traditionally ascribed to Zariadres (Zareh), father of Artaxias , 
founder of the Artaxiad dynasty, and dismissed as a forgery. Saryan had previously 
announced his divergence with such a viewpoint. 1 2 In his later study, he carefully noted 
that “the author’s purpose in presenting this brief article is not to offer a final definitive 
answer, but rather to stimulate thought, discussion, and further research... After 
reading these lines and the whole article, we really felt encouraged to share further 
comments on that controversial coin along the path opened by him. After a thoroug 
analysis, Saryan pointed out that: 


a. The coin is not forgery. 

b. It does not belong to the above mentioned Zanadres. 

c It must date back to some time 85 B.C., when Tigranes the Great wrested the title 
from the Parthians, and 30 B.C., for “after Artavasdes, this usage was apparently 
discontinued.” 3 



Bronze coin of Zariadres 


It is worthy to mention that the name of Artaxias I’s father became familiar to 
scholars only after the discovery of Aramaic inscriptions 4 made by this king starting in 
1957, so the fact that any potential counterfeiter could have guessed his name more than 
a century before is rather unlikely. 

On the other hand, Zariadres never was king, therefore, it is illogical to believe he 
could have issued any coin, let alone the inscription “King of Kings.” It is equally 
illogical to ascribe this copper to the king Zariadres of Sophene (ca. 190-175 B.C.), as 
Haik Ter-Ghevondian 5 does, perhaps following K Basmadjian; 6 a small buffer-state 
like Sophene had no strength to back up any pretension to a title held by the Parthian 
kings themselves from 100 B.C. on. 7 


1 L. A. Saryan, book review on Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene, by Paul Z. 

Bedoukian, Armenian Review, Vol. 39, (1986), No. 2, p. 87. 

2 L. A. Saryan, “Of Forgeries and Fantasies: Two Controversial Armenian Coins, Armenian Review, Vol. 


40 (1987), No. 39, p. 27. 

3 ibid., p. 29. . . 

4 A. G. Abrahamian and B. Hovhannisian, eds., Crestomathy of the History of the Armenian People 


(Yerevan, 1981), p. 205 (in Armenian). . „ 

5 H. Ter-Ghevondian, “The Royal Crowns of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia and Their Origins, 

Bazmavep, Vol. CXL VII (1989), p. 310. 

6 K. J. Basmadjian, Numismatique gdndrale de l’Arm6nie (Venice, 1936), pp. 31-32 (in Armenian). 

7 R. Manaserian, Tigranes the Great: Armenia’s Struggle Against Rome and Parthia (94-66 B.C.) (Yerevan, 
1987), p. 28 (in Armenian). 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XXI (1995) 


18 


V. Matiossian 


The terminus ad quo of the usage of the title must be contested. Coinage from Artaxias 
II (30-20 B.C.) has not yet been found except for one coin which does not bear a complete 
inscription, but we presume he could have minted coins with it to reinforce his 
independence from Rome. His brother Tigranes III (20-8 B.C.) was a Roman satellite; 
such a title for him being out of question. However, it reappears with Tigranes IV, the 
son of Artaxias II (8-1 B.C.). 8 

Saryan suggests the coin could date back to a king between Tigranes and Artavasdes, 
or more likely, to one immediately after Artavasdes. He notices Zariadres, son of 
Tigranes the Great and brother (or half-brother) of Artavasdes and, albeit cautiously, 
writes the coin in question might have been minted by either a usurper or a legitimate 
king (possibly a brother) shortly after the capture of Artavasdes II (55-34 B.C.) by Marc 
Antony, that is, during the four-year interregnum which preceded the enthronement of 
Artaxias II. 9 

Unfortunately, that is the weak point in the analysis, and Saryan fails to enunciate 
what is, in our opinion, the most consistent hypothesis, although he stops short of the 
solution. 

Through the reinterpretation of certain historical facts, Gagik Sargsian has recently 
proposed some refinements to the Artaxiad genealogical chart. He believes Appianus is 
wrong to consider Tigranes the Younger the third son of Tigranes II and Cleopatra, 
daughter of Mithridates Eupator. Sargsian claims that Tigranes was first married to his 
first cousin Zaruhi, herself the daughter of Zariadres (third son of Artaxias I according 
to Khorenats'i), and had five children from her: Zariadres, anonymous (male), 
Tigranes, Automa (Ariazata), anonymous (female). From Cleopatra, his second wife, he 
had Artavasdes and another boy whose name is unknown. So, Artavasdes and 
Zariadres were actually half-brothers. 10 

But what happened to this Zariadres, the eldest son of the great Armenian king? 

According to both Valerius Maximus and Appianus, Zariadres ( Sariaster , in their 
spelling) headed a rebellion against his father together with a group of Armenian 
noblemen. The struggle ended up in the battlefield, and Zariadres was defeated and 
killed. Some time later, his anonymous brother was executed for having put the crown 
on his own head, in the belief that his father had died. 11 The rebellion of Zariadres took 
place between 74 and 71 B.C., during the third Mithridatic war. 12 

At 66 B.C., when Tigranes the Younger rebelled against his father, he was the only 
surviving male of that first marriage and hence the legitimate heir. His father led him 
to take refuge in Parthia, where he married the sister of King Phraates III, and then 
joined Pompey. 13 George Bournoutian has fully misunderstood the sources, for he writes 
that “... Two of Tigranes’s sons betrayed him, one joining Pompey, the other the 
Parthian camp.” 14 He shows he is unaware of Tigranes the Younger’s later 
imprisonment, stay and death in Rome; he does not refer to Artavasdes either, for we 
read: “The fate of the two sons who betrayed is unknown; Tigran’s remaining son, 
Artavasdes II...” 15 


8 B. Sabbaghian, Numismatic Questions (Beirut, 1986), p. 108 (in Armenian). 

9 Saryan, op. cit., p. 29. 

10 G. Sargsian, “Evidence from the Late Babylonian Cuneiform Chronicle about Armenia in the Time of 
Tigranes II,” Patma-Banasirakan Handes (1991), No. 2, p. 50 (in Russian). 

1 H. Manandian, Works, Vol. I (Yerevan, 1977), p. 562 (in Armenian). 

12 Manaserian, op. cit., p. 98. 

13 Manandian, op. cit., p. 562-563. 

14 G. Bournoutian, A History of the Armenian People (Costa Mesa, CA, 1992), Vol. I, p. 45. 

15 ibid., p. 46. 
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Conclusion: Zariadres 

B.C., when he reconquered the : throne with help ' of ^ s0 ““” nde B son 0 f Antony 
after Antony's defeat and antagonist had 

and Cle 7 atr ^ e W s ^„e e we think he would have surely been recorded by a scrupulous 
historian lIL Dio Cassius! our main source for this period. A Zariadres m these years 
seems to be something of a ghost king. 

Available data lead us to maintain that the coin under study was p. mbably i St ;ruck by 

movement had gamed certain 

i mrnmmmmB 

EmDire 17 Perhaps the rebels had their headquarters in Artaxata, for the toundatio 
TiVranocertawascertainly a blow to the old metropoli. and the com may have been 
minted in this city. Numismatists must determine if this hypothesis is valid, as wel la 
our impression that at first glance, the style of the tiara resembles those of Tigranes and 

Artavasdes. 18 

Could this be a genuine coin reflecting a chapter of our ancient history which has 
today been lost?, asks Saryan » To our view, the answer is in the affirmative. 

ruDiTAM MATTnQSTAN 


fM tP mob;- c bWikn t bbr u,psu,stubirb ire uuuKb 

[UiJifini^inu]] 


Jp mu> r [, u.n.u.2, Un<U UmpbuA. gnjg u,n L mtr I; np, 

£ 4 , Aop S>mpbAt* ^bpm^pn L u.b L cUpi^g ‘"b**"L""£ *iP™L • "1*1^ *<"“*0. k«"l* 

T i t kpW' hA-*-* tLL-L «ibj. buj L t h Ammu.Wu.b tu-J ?? 

brn*. bpp Vhb-U SKpu.*U tgurpP^bp^ K“* *b , " , l nu t* ^ 

Ln.m9mpbu.tr I; u mj'U |bpm^pb L V*- 34-30 pn^u.tt.bpnkA. kpu-mum^ . ^ L !“ b , 

Upuiju b 1“** m‘Umtpncpbm , U J^m^. ^mpbA k"i.™-“* b^rn^nA. 

i^mAmt^mp|i if£s 

Umnbm’ub miu JbpQb'U mn-m^mp^p pmi-mpmp C.j, J\.m L npm. J t^t" \»b p Ijmj jorp n u m tr (i\. ^2 kll 
Bbi mnnn L [, n punfp J bpmt t pb L StoP *"* 1 U^b ml^pm!.^ "PTrb Jbup^b'*' "P kr'P 74 ~ Pni_ml|UJ pnL 

JtPL^pmV^pnYp^ M-ni 't *Lb~P“* % b(* W ^ U- -P b^lb^IL 

[Jm^munp An-Ju^uA p_LL“*.P 1100.11 1, lTU.SP*bnUbU.*b 


16 Manaserian, op. cit., pp. 97-98. . _ , . . . . . 

17 H. Manandian, The Trade and Cities of Armenia in Relation to Ancient 


World Trade (Lisbon, 1965), p. 


^ We have checked illustrations 23 and 28 in Ter-Ghevondian's article, op. “ 

well as Y. T. Nercessian, “The Evolution of the Armenian Tiara, Armenian Numismatic Journal, ber. I. 

Vol. XI (1985), No. 1, pp. 2-12, pis. I and II. 

20 this 9 study, we learned that in his 1911 monograph, Die politischen Beziehungen zwischen 

Armemen and Rom, Pascal Astourian had advanced the idea held here (cf Yessai Kerouzian, Armenia 
Roma, relacdes politicas nos anos de 190 A.C.-387 B.C. (Sao Paulo, 1977), p. 224). 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


1 ARARAT, INC. Armenian Medal Coins. AIM, Vol. V (May, June-July 1994), Nos. 5, 
6, pp. 4, 12, respectively, illus. 

The following Armenian medals are offered for sale: 1) David of Sassoun/the emblem of 
Armenia, 2) Mesrop Mashtots/Armenian alphabet, 3) The emblem of Dashnak- 
tsoutioun/the emblem of Armenia, 4) Catholicos Vazken I/his emblem, 5) Avetik Isa- 
hakian/feather and his name, 6) the emblem of Karabagh/the emblem of Armenia. YTN 

ifmtx ui il p ft 4 mifmp pbbm jni.mb bb £,hmb.hmf if b qm fb b p p-— U ui u n L.b g fi 7 1 m t- ft P / ^mjmummbft 
2 ) Ubup n uf IT mining/ <m jlfmlfmb mjpni-phbp, 3 ) ^m fb mlfg n i.pb mb qfibmbfmbp/ 
4 “i j ui u in uib fi qfibmbfmbp, 4 ) 3 iu ft} n qfi Ifn u ifmqq^b U,/fip q/ibmbfmbp, 5 ) (Ji-hmfip t'uui- 

Amlfbmb/ ifibrnnup b ftp tubni-bp, 0) fmpmmpmqfl qfib tub fmb p/ 2,m pit u in mb [i qfibmbfinbpx bfi'Xi 


2 ARMENPRESS. Dramagitakan t‘angaran [Numismatic Museum] - f bpmJmqf,mmi i mb 
puibtfutppuib. Hara) (Thursday, 16 June 1994), p. 3. 

The Central Bank of Armenia has decided to purchase bank notes and metallic corns 
from organizations and individuals for the purpose of establishing a numismatic 
museum. YTN 

2,m jmummbfi If b qp nbiulfuib 'bpmif rnmnub p npnjmb £ If m gif mlfb pufni.p fn-bbb p£ nt. mb^mmbb p £ 
qbbf p qP til q p 111 if riL ifbmmqkmj qpuiif qpiuif mqfimmlfmb puibquipuib if p Afnfbbfm. biqmmmlfnifx 


3 BROUSSALIAN, Vartkes. Skirting Stability. AIM, Vol. V (April 1994), No. 4, p. 45, 
illus. 

Mention is made that, since its introduction three and half months earlier, the 
Armenian dram's value relative to the dollar fell by over 90 percent. YTN 

3 fifnLmb £ P£ [i p Spuiufiu ptulf fifbbpb bpbp m. If^u inif/iu bmp $m jlfmlfmb qpmJfib 
C, tu if bif uiuiLutpub mpifljpp puiqqtumif uij mp qrtfjmpftb ftblfmb £ mt-h jfi pmb 90 tutu ^mpfiLpx b fi'X) 


4 COIN WORLD. Armenia Striking Coins; '94 Issue Revives Tradition. Coin World, 
Vol. XXXV (2 May 1994), No. 1777, p. 54; Armenian Mirror-Spectator, Vol. LXII (30 
April 1994), No. 43 (3335), pp. 10-11., illus.; Armenan Reporter Int'l., Vol. XXVII (13 
August 1994), No. 43, p. 14. 

The small denomination coins of Armenia are described. In 1994 Armenia issued six 
aluminum coins for circulation: 10 luma, 20 luma, 50 luma, 1 dram, 3 dram, and 5 
dram. The diameter of each coin is given. YTN 

X/Ifiu pmq pnumb bb 2,m jtuumujb fi if mb p if fimLnp qpmifbbppx 1994 P~ 2, uijuiummb P n qtn p Lfb tj ifbg 
in pit-tf fib fn.if qpmifbbp jp^mbmn.ni.ph mb ^mifmp- 10 frn.it m, 20 fnt-tf m, 50 fm.it m, 1 qpmif, 3 qpmit 

L 5 qpmif x S put- mb ^ fiLpmpmbffiLp qpmit fib mpmtf mqflb pi bid'll 


5 MALTER GALLERIES, INC. 6,000 Years of Seals; Auction LVUI. Encino: June 1994, 
pp. 45-46, Nos. 307-310, pi. 15. 

Four Armenian ecclesiastical seals are catalogued. 1) Mkrtich, oval, 1.9cm x 1.4 cm, in 
Armenian, Arabic, and Gothic, A.D. 1890 (A.H. 1304). 2) Yeghishe, circular, 2.3cm 
diameter, in Arabic, A.H. 1324. 3) Archbishop Yeghishe Chilingirian, oval, 2.3cm x 
2cm, in Armenian, A.D. 1910. 4) anonymous, rectangular, 0.95cm x 0.8cm, without 
inscription. YTN 

dni.gmlfmqpni.mb bb £npu 4mj blfhqbgmlfmb Ifbfipbbpx 1) (Jlfpmfif, AnumAb., 1.9u</ X 1.4«it, 
$mjbp£b, m pmpb pljb b. qn pm If mb , B-’fi- 1890 (^- 1304)i 2) bqjiftx fp^mbmlfmAb., 2-3 uif m pmtf mqfib, 
iu [t iu p h p 1324: 3) Up uffiulfnufnu b'Lf’i.t 2 (iffiblffipbmb, AnimAb., 2-3uif X.2uif, $mjbp£b: 4) 
mbrnbitub , pm n.mb Lffi L.b , 0-95 u if X 0-80 uif, mn.mbg m pAmbm qpnt.p b mbx bP'Xi 

6 SAYLES, Wayne G. Antioch's Statue of Fortune Became the Model for City 
Goddesses, by Wayne G. Sayles. Celator, Vol. 8 (July 1994), No. 7, pp. 18-20, illus. 

Antioch's statue of Tyche, sculpted by Eutychides of Sikyon, is discussed. It is noted that 
the full sculpture of Tyche appeared for the first time on a tetradrachm of Tiganes II (83- 
69 B.C.). ( YTN 

'fihbmplfnLm b £ Ifbinfinpfi fim fuui fib mpAmbp, IfbpuinLwb (Jftlffinbfi bnLW ft ffiq^u fib [fnqtflji 
3 f’l nt-Lub k Pk Pm fu in fib fpfit- mpAmbp mn.m£ftb mbqmif b pbgmb J Sfiqpurb p—fi ( 83—69 Xr-PI 
fn ph pqpmif h mb fi if p ifpmjx bid'll 
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ARMENIAN COINS AND THEIR VALUES, by Y. T. Nercessian. Los Angeles: Arme- 
nian Numismatic Society, Special Publication , No. 8, 1995 255 pp. and 48 pis., c 
bound. Printed by Edwards Brothers. Library of Congress Catalog Card Number. 9 - 
94430. ISBN 0-9606842-8-X. $36.50 + shipping (USA $2.50, foreign $3.50). 

Collectors of Armenian coins need a reliable guide to assist them in determining the 
value of coins in the market place and their collections. Armenian Coins and The 
Values is the first monograph to offer such a guide to collectors and dea ers. 

Introductory chapters discuss collecting Armenian coins and concepts of rarity and 
valuation. A list of references is included. A survey of price lists reviews Armenian 
coin prices during the past two centuries and tabulates prices from nine major fixe 
Trice fists and action catalogues up to the close of 1994. These are utilized as a founda- 
tion and guide for the price projection in this book. , , , . „ A 

The catalogue is designed with the collector in mind. It fists unpublished coins pd 
major varieties of all known types. The catalogue is arranged ■» jhironolopcal 
sequence of four dynasties and their rulers: Armenian i Kingdom °f Sophene (260_70 
B.C.), Artariad dynasty (189 B.C.-A.D. 34), Kingdom of Commagene (163 B C.-A D. 72) 
Roupenian dynasty (AD. 1080-1375), and coins struck in Greater Armenia. In each case 
a brief historical background is provided. More than five hundred corns are fisted in t e 
catalogue and most of them are illustrated in 48 photographic plates. 

The “Appendix” includes informative special sections on counterfeit detection, coin 

grading, and rarity evaluation of Armenian coins. . „ P1 . 0 „ 

For convenience, the chapters on “Values of Armenian Coins and Key to Plates 
are located at the end of the book, close to the plates. This arrangement offers a quick 
means of identifying a coin by its ruler and denomination. Coin prices ^en in 
United States dollars for the illustrated specimen, and for examples in Very tine (V 

and Fine (F) states of preservation. . . nf ,, o 

Collectors will find the inclusion of extensive plates very useful, since many ot the 
coins are being published for the first time. The detailed and thorough index will be 

very useful to researcher. , , A . 

Armenian Coins and their Values is a very comprehensive monograph designed to 
aid the collector and dealer as well. Novices and seasoned collectors, dealers, ana 
scholars will find this book an indispensable reference and guide. 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
Mr. W. Gewenian, Treasurer 
8511 Beverly Park Place 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, U. S. A. 

Please send me copies of the book entitled Armenian Coins and Their Values, by 

Y T Nercessian, $36.50 each. Enclosed is a check for $ (cost of the book plus 

postage and handling, per copy $2.50 U. S. A., $3.50 elsewhere). California residents 
please add $3.01 for sales tax. Foreign remittance may be made by international money 
order, or a draft drawn on a branch of U. S. bank. 
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MEETING NOTICE 


DATE: March 11, 1995, 8: P.M., Saturday Evening 

Place: Home of Mr. & Mrs. Y. T. Nercessian 

8511 Beverly Park Place 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920 
Telephone: 310/695-380 

Subject: Slide-illustrated lecture and exhibit on "Coins and Bank 

Notes of Third Armenian Republic," by Y. T. Nercessian. 
Business: 1. Increasing our revenues 

2. Paying off our printing debt 

3. Purchasing a new computer and software 
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nian Numismatic Society, Special Publication, No. 8, 1995, 255 pp. and 48 pis., case- 
bound. Printed by Edwards Brothers. Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 94- 
94430. ISBN 0-9606842-8-X. $36.50 + shipping (USA $2.50, foreign $3.50). 


The Armenian Numismatic Society is pleased to offer this title to its membership for 
$27.50 + shipping expenses. California residents please add $2.27 for sales tax. 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
Mr. W. Gewenian, Treasurer 
8511 Beverly Park Place 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, U. S. A. 

Please send me copies of the book entitled Armenian Coins and Their Values, by 
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postage and handling, per copy $2.50 U. S. A., $3.50 elsewhere). California residents 
please add $2.27 sales tax. Foreign remittance may be made by international money 
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Y. T. NERCESSIAN 

Specialist in Armenian Coins and Books 
8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, U.S.A. 

ANA ANS ArmNS IBNS RNS 

Bulletin No. 17 

Supplement B 


CLEARANCE SALE 
30% DISCOUNT 

ON ALL POSTAGE STAMPS OF REPUBLIC OF 
ARMENIA (1919, 1992-3) AND MOUNTAINOUS 

KARABAGH (1993), LISTED IN Bulletin NO. 
17 AND Supplement A, AS LONG AS 
SUPPLY LASTS. NOT AN APPROVAL SALE. NO 
RETURNS. ALL SALES ARE FINAL. 


Note: AT&T single stamps are sold out 


ARTAXIAD COINS 

Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.), copper coins 
344. Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r., wearing ear-rings 
and five-pointed Armenian tiara. Rev.: Nike 
advancing I. Holdig crown in extended r. hand. Left 
hand resting on hips. To r. downward BACIAEUC; to 
I. downwad BACIAEQN/APTAYAZAOY. Nice black 
patina. Bed 132, /E23, 7.55 g, FA/F $300 


CILICIAN ARMENIAN COINS 

Roupen I (1080-1095) 

345. Roupen I 4 coppers.. Obv.: Cross with 

circular legend. Rev.: Cross with circular legend. Bed 
1 , 4 /E, 1 pierced, VG+ $285 

Levon I (1198-1219) 

346. Twenty tanks. Obv.: Bearded leonine head 

of king facing, wearing crown with six dots. Rev.: 
Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Bed 695-770, 
20 /E, About F to F+ $195 

Levon II (1270-1289) 

347. Twenty-five kardezzes. Obv.: Lion 

walking r. Rev.: Cross. Bed 1549-1569, 25 /E, VG+ 
to about F $195 

Hetoum II (1288-1305) 

348. Twenty-five Kardezzes, king seated. 
Obv.: King seated in oriental fashion. Left hand 
raised and r. hand hand holding mace which extends 


over r. shoulder. Rev.: Cross with dots in four 
comers. Various varieties. 25 /E, about F to F $195 

349. Twenty-five Kardezzes, king seated type 

as before. 25 /E, about F to F $145 

Smpad (1296-1298) 

350. Twenty Kardez. Obv.: King on horseback 

walking ;. He holds reins with I. hand, extending over 
his r. shoulder. Rev.: A cross with four lilies in four 
quarters. Bed 1 678-1 722, VG+ to F $195 

Levon IV (1320-1342) 

351. Twenty poghs. Obv.: King seated on a 

bench-like throne. He is holding in his r. cross, and 
fleur-de-lis in his I. hand. Rev.: Cross. Bed 2017- 
2027, 20 /E, VG to F $195 

352. Twenty-eight poghs. As before. 28 /E, VG 

to about F $ 1 45 

353. Fifteen Takvorins overstruck in 

Arabic. Obv.: King on horseback to r., holding the 
reins with his I. hand, and with his a cross extending 
over his shoulder. Rev.: Lion walking to r. and facing 
r. A cross with single bar behind him. Arabic 
overstrike bearing Mamluk sultan's name, Nasir al din 
Muhammad. Bed 2028, 15 /E, VG+ to F $275 

Guy (1342-1344) 

354. Takvorin. Obv.: King on horseback to r., 
holding reins with his I. hand, and with his r. hand a 
cross extending over his shoulder. Rev.: Lion 
walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross with single 


bare. A very small piece cut, otherwise F $33 

355. Takvorin. As before, but pierced, otherwise 

F $30 

356. Takvorin. As before, but, F $40 

357. Takvorin. As before, but about VF $80 

Gosdantin III (1344-1363) 

358. Takvorin struck in Sis. Obv.: King on 
horseback to r. and facing, holding reins with his I. 


hand, and with his r. hand a mace extending over his 
shoulder. Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind 
him a cross with single bare. F $25 
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1995 

359. Takvorin as before, but about F+ $40 

Levon V (1374-1375) 

360. Billon. Obv.: King's head facing. Rev.: 

Potent cross. VG $25 

361. Billon. Obv.: as before but VG+ to -F $40 

REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

Bank Notes (1993-4) 

362. 10 dram bank note. UNC, postpaid $2 

363. 1000 dram bank note. UNC, postpaid $16.5 

364. Includes 10, 25, 50, 100, 200, 500, and 1000 
dram bank notes, UNC, 7 pieces, postpaid $60 


Bulletin No. 1 6, Supp. B 

3). Septimus Severus, AR, -F; 4). Roman Greek 
Imperial, Philip I (244-9), /E, F. 4 coins $1 00 



Medals 


Armenian Coins and Books 


We are pleased to offer the following ancient 
coins on consignment. P 

Syria 

365. Antiochus III (227-187 B.C.), /El 7, 4.99 g., 

Houghton 66 or 67, F $45 

366. Antiochus VI (147-142 B.C.), AR16, 4.08 g., 

Sear 7073, F $45 

367. Antiochus VII (116-101 B.C.), AR16, 3.26 g., 

SimonettalObV, F+ $55 

Parthia 

368. Mithridates II (123-88 B.C.), AR20, 3.83 g., 

Sellwood 27.1, F/F+ $35 

369. Orodes I (c. 90-80 B.C.), AR19, 3.73 g., 

Sellwood 31.5, VF $65 

370. Unknown king (c. 80-70 B.C.), AR20, 4.02 g., 

Sellwood 30.16, -VF/VF+ $55 

371. Phraates IV (c. 38-2 B.C.), AR18, 3.70 g., 

Sellwood 52.10, VF $65 

Sassanian Empire 

372. Khusru II (590-628 A.D.), AR29, 3.09 g., 

Sellwood/Whit. 62, -F $20 

Roman coins 

373. Gordian III (A.D. 239), AR18, 3.07 g., RIC 18, 

VF $6 

374. Philip I (244-9), AR19, 4.29 g„ RIC, -VF $50 

375. Severus Alexander, counterfeit AR $5 

376. Four coins: 1). Commodus (AD 177-92), AR, - 
F; 2). Septimus Severus 1(93-211), AR, VG+/-F; 


376. Syposium medal. International symposium 
medal, marking the 600th anniversary of the death of 
Levon V Lisignan , the last king of Cilician Armenia. 
Obverse poertait of King Levon V. Reverse coat of 
arms of King Levon V. Bronze, designed by Romeo 
Choulhajian, cast at Manitni Dvor, St. Petersbourg, 
Russia. $25 



377. 1700th anniversary — First Christian 
Nation medal. Obverse bible and khatchkar is 
rising, two domes of a church alongside a fortress, 
Mt. Ararat on the horizon. Rev. a stylized cross and a 
prayer. 2" square medal. Bronze, designed by Ashot 
Atamjian, cast at Manitni Dvor, St. Peters-bourg, 
Russia, Presentation case $25 


BOOKS 

H40. MATEVOSIAN, Rafayel. Haykakan zinanshan- 
ner [Armenian Coat of Arms] - z,lu^l u^iuG qliGiuG 2 iuG- 
Ghp, Yerevan, 1994, 144 p. (incl. 78 illus.) (Shipping 
surf $1 .50, air $4.00), in Armenian, soft cover $5 

Shipping extra March 1995 

California residents please add appropriate sales tax 
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Comments oe 

ARMENIAN COINS AND THEIR VALUES 


I received your book Armenian Coins and Their Values today. Let me be the first to 
congratulate you and the benefactors of our Society on this great achievement. 

This book will be worth its weight in gold to any collector, and will repay its cost many 
times over. It is carefully prepared and very attractive, and I am sure it will be a popular 
handbook for years to come. I hope that everyone interested in Armenian coins purchases 


at least one copy... 


Levon A. Saryan, Ph. D. 
Greenfield, WI 


The new Armenian coin catalogue with prices is great. It fills a long awaited vacuum. 
Congratulations for a job well done. 

Jack Guevrekian 
Manhasset, NY 

Congratulations on such an excellent book. You will go down in Armenian 
numismatic history as taking this hobby and science miles and years ahead l am glad to 
know you and thank you for all the time and effort you have put into it. May God bless your 

efforts. _ ^ _ 

Chuck Hajinian, D.D.S. 

Delafield, WI 

I recently received a copy of your new book Armenian Coins and Their Values. I was so 
impressed with this book that I asked Mr. James Garner to write a book review on this 
publication for the next issue of SAN (Journal of the Society for Ancient Numismatics). I 
have inclosed a check for $42.01 for another copy of the book that I can give to him... 

Lawrence A. Adams, M.D. 

President, Society for Ancient Numismatics 
Panorama City, CA 


Armenian Coins and Their Values, is undoubtedly a tremendous work. Your name 
will be inscribed in the chronicles of Armenological researches for future generations... 

Emanuel Sevrugian, Ph.D. 

Heidelberg, Germany 


... [Armenian Coins and Their Values] An important and much needed work that 
should be in everyone's library. 

Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. 

Lancaster, PA 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Soci- 
ety, an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, 
Pico Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Edi- 
tors, Levon A. Saryan (Greenfield, WI) and Henry Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subscrip- 
tions (individuals and institutions) $12.50 per year. Back issues available. ISSN 0884-0180. 
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OBITUARY 


GEORGE M. BEACH (1937-tl995) 

It is with sadness that we note the passing of professional numismatist George Beach, 
who died on January 9 at the age of 57, after a long fight with leukemia. I was introduced to 
George in 1983 by friend and fellow Armenian collector, the late Edward Shamshoian of 
Racine. George was then, and remained, one of the few ancient coin dealers in the 
Midwest who understood and handled ancient and medieval Armenian coins. He visited 
Milwaukee and Chicago for coin shows several times each year, almost always bringing 
along with him a wide selection of reasonably priced material. It was through these 
meetings that I came to know George and his love for numismatics. 

George was personable, knowledgeable, and easy to work with; he took time to educate 
collectors (about counterfeits, for example), and advised them in forming their collections. 
George also took an interest in the advancement of numismatic knowledge; he exhibited 
regularly and on more than one occasion he loaned examples from his inventory for 
cataloguing and photography. He was active in several organizations, including the 
Michigan State Numismatic Society, the Central States Numismatic Society, and the ANA, 
priding himself on being there to defend the interests of the average collector. He was a 
member of the Armenian Numismatic Society. His motto, imprinted on his business 
cards, reads "The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good people to do 
nothing." 

I'm sure that George's special interest in Armenian coins was stimulated by the fact 
that his wife Barbara is Armenian. He is survived by his wife and four children, including 
his son James who plans to continue as a professional numismatist from their home in 
Owosso, Michigan. May his wife, family, and his many friends be comforted by his 
memory. 

Levon A. S ary an 
Greenfield, WI 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Place: New York International Numismatic Convention Time: May 6, 1995, 11:00 AM 
Subject: "Cilician Armenian Fortifications on Armenian Coins" by J. Guevrekian 
Business: Formation of New York Chapter of Armenian Numismatic Society 


Numismatic Notes 

Information provided by numismatics can serve as a basic source of material for 
historians and is especially important in unraveling the history of Armenia where so 
many contemporary records were destroyed... 

Until recently, it was not considered possible to distinguish between the coins of 
Gosdantin III and those of Gosdantin IV who ruled a little later. Metrological studies, 
however, serve admirably for this purpose and the coins of the two can be clearly 
distinguished. In general, the coins of Gosdantin IV have letters resembling L or S on the 
obverse and reverse, whereas those of Gosdantin III do not... 

Although historical details are meager, numismatic evidence supports the existence of 
a Levon who reigned for a brief period. There are silver and copper coins with the king's 
name spelled Lb^flX. instead of Lbhfl*b perhaps representing a conscious effort on the part 
of the king to differentiate his coins from those of other Levons. The styling and inscription 
of the coinage do not fit Levon IV or Levon V, and metrological studies place coins between 
Gosdantin III and Gosdantin IV. Also, examination of published and unpublished hoards 
helps to confirm an attribution of these coins to Levon the Usurper... 

Paul Z. Bedoukian 

Selected Numismatic Studies , pp. 192, 243, 246 
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CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF 
A BRONZE COIN OF TIGRANES THE GREAT 


Medieval Armenian coins and artifacts have been studied chemically using 
scanning electron microscopy with energy dispersive X-ray spectrometry (SEM-bJJb), 
but until now no similar analyses of Armenian coinage from the ancient period have 
been reported. This brief article describes a non-destructive SEM-EDS microchemical 
analysis of a bronze of Tigranes II the Great (95-56 B.C.) of the Armenian Artaxiad 

dynasty. 

The chemical makeup of early coins can reveal insights about minting practices. 
Studies of Greek, Roman, and Byzantine copper-based coinage indicate 1 2 that the 
elemental composition of the coining alloy often varied with time and location. Wit 
comparative data from a large number of specimens, it is sometimes possible to 
characterize coins according to date and mint. 

Ancient Armenian coins present several questions that might be amenable to 
metallurgical investigation. We know, for example that many Artaxiad bronzes are 
overstruck on Seleucid and Phoenician undertypes, 3 but attribution of coins to specific 
mints is uncertain. The typological variety of the bronzes of Tigranes is broad enough to 
suggest that several mints were in operation. The alloy composition of these coins could 
provide a key to assign mint cities with greater certainty. 4 

Of the three principal coinage metals, copper is the most reactive chemically, and is 
thus likely to have undergone significant adverse change after centuries of exposure to 
soil and moisture. External corrosion and oxidation can render these coins nearly 
unrecognizable, reducing their aesthetic impact and commercial value. The chemical 
composition of the outermost layer may differ significantly from the internal metal, 
rendering it difficult to determine the original alloy of a coin without sampling or 
exposing the interior in some partially destructive fashion. 

Nevertheless, it may be possible to obtain a reliable analysis of the interior of a coin 
by focusing the analytical beam directly on an area where the internal metal is exposed. 
This approach was applied to an ancient bronze of Tigranes the Great in the author s 
collection, 5 which shows lustrous fresh metal along one edge, probably made by 


1 L. A. Saryan and R. F. DTagen, "A Microchemical Investigation of Suspected Plating on Thirteenth- 

Century Armenian Silver Trams," Armenian Numismatic Journal , Vol. XX (Sept. 1994), No. 3, pp. 45-52, IT. T. 
Nercessian, "Copper-Surfaced Armenian Coins," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XX (Sept. 1994), No. 3, 
pp. 53-60; L. A. Saryan, R. F. Dragen and C. A. Hajinian, "Chemical Analysis of Four Medieval Armenian 
Silver Artifacts," Armenian Numismatic Journal , Vol. XX (Sept. 1994), No. 3, pp. 63-65. ^ 

2 L. H. Cope, "The Metallurgical Analysis of Roman Imperial Silver and Aes Coinage," and T. Padfield, 
"Analysis of Byzantine Copper Coins by X-ray Methods," both in Methods of Chemical and Metallurgical 
Investigation of Ancient Coinage, E. T. Hall and D. M. Metcalf, eds. (London, 1972 [Methods], pp. 3-47 and pp. 
219-234, respectively, G. F. Carter and C. E. King, "Chemical Compositions of Copper-Based Roman Corns, rv. 
Tiberius to Nero A.D. 34-66," in Metallurgy in Numismatics, Vol. I, D. M. Metcalf and W. A. Oddy eds. 
(London, 1980), pp. 157-167; G. F. Carter and H. Razi, "Chemical Composition of Copper-Based Corns of the 
Roman Republic, 217-31 B.C." in Archaeological Chemistry IV, R. 0. Allen ed. (Washington, 1989), pp. 213-230; 
also L. A. Saryan, "Better Numismatics Through Chemistry," World Coin News, Vol. 14 (March 17, 1987), No. 

11 pp 8*16 

3 L. A. Saryan, "Overstruck Bronze Coins of Tigranes the Great, The Celator Vol. 7 (Oct. 1993), No. 10, pp. 
32-34. 

4 L. A. Saryan, "Chemical Composition of Armenian Coins," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XII 
(Sept. 1986), No. 3, pp. 22-29, esp. p. 29. 

r The coin is 4.06 grams, 17-18 mm diameter, bronze of Tigranes (Bedoukian type 92, obverse bust ol 
Tigranes facing right, reverse seated Tyche facing right holding palm-branch with legend BASILEOS 
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accidental damage at the time of discovery. This small area of fresh metal, presumably 
representative of the internal alloy of this coin, enabled an SEM-EDS test to be carried 
out without further alteration of the specimen. 


Table I. Chemical analysis 
of a bronze of Tigranes II of 
Armenia (rev. Tyche) 


MetaL 


We ight percent 


Copper 

Lead 

Tin 

Iron 

Aluminum 

Silicon 


42.69 

48.99 

6.24 

0.24 

0.36 

1.48 


This is the first known report of the chemical 
composition of any ancient Armenian bronze 
coin. A complete study, of course, would require 
much more data to establish a pattern and 
achieve statistical validity. Future progress 
will depend upon the availability of research 
funds as well as coin samples. 


The analytical surprise is that this coin ap- 
pears to contain more lead than copper. In this 
example, the coinage alloy may have consisted 
of a 1:1 mix of copper-tin bronze with lead. Lead 
was a common constituent of ancient bronze coins (it tended to lower the melting 
temperature of the alloy, making it easier to work), but the proportion seen here is higher 
than generally reported for other coin types. Over a century ago, Pulsifer noted that the 
bronze coinage of Greece and Rome, dating from 500 to 50 B.C., contained 3 to 30% lead. * * * * * 6 
In 22 copper-based coins of the Roman Republic, Carter and Razi found lead in amounts 
varying from 0.01% to 27. 7%. 7 Nriagu reports that lead is present up to 32.5% in the 
analyses of a wide variety of ancient Greek and Roman coin types, and is as high as 
62% in some forms of ancient Chinese money. 8 Brill and Shields found a high of 36.8% 
in 54 ancient Greek and Roman coins. 9 


Hopefully, this interesting finding will open a fruitful avenue for future research. 

LEVON A. SARYAN, Ph. D. 


SbS-PlTb WrtTb 'bPU.lTb ITC, SUPPUS'bSU.Wu 'LbPLnhttflblT 

[Uilifimfinuj] 


SEM-EDS^ ifb p fn ib n Ltfit b p p qn pb utb h pi if <tb qftit utlfftit SUJL.LU 'gUJ&'n J £2/ SflCfrpLvi/ IT b&fj Ufql/Ab LU J 
q put if J p p ft if fi If utito p £it ifb p fnLbn Lif ft bit f}ut plfn t-h g uili 'fpuiif ftit bqbppp Jutpnt-p m. ifiuijjni.il £p: 
Uju If ft qut If £ m flit if put J IfbqpniiuitjnLbtjuiL £ jblfin pnititb p ni. &iu nutput j f} ftit funLpJp hl. qputiffiit 
if burnt qut Jin jj/tit putifuttf.pni.fi} ft Jit p pititnub tjuttu 

ifbpjni.bifutit utpqftJltpp jut jinituipb pb g , f}!j if bututqutJn j jftit put rjuttfpn t-f} ft Lit p Ifuttfif nLtub £ 

uftjftiiJ^ ( 42 . 69 %), Ifutufutp £ ( 48 . 99 %), utitutqlj ( 6 . 24 %), b plfutf}^ ( 0 . 24 %), ut fnL.J ftitnLtf £ ( 0 . 36 %) b. 
u ft f ft if n't! ^ ( 1 . 48 %)> 

(Jnut fftit ut it qut if it £ np itifutit iftnpJ if p Ifp lfutututpni.fi L ut jrf ut f bifutlfft q put if ft if p ifputiti 
fpftL tftn pjutfut p ft if p Uf£ut p ^ Aut u in ut in b jn l 4 fib q put tfitb pn Jit ifbututqiibpni.il if b in utqutJn J f flit 
iqut pnL.it tub ni-f} fn.it pi 

LbMl « UUPbUX 


/BASILEON TIGRANOY). It was previously published as number C2 in L. A. Saryan "Some Ancient Copper 

Hoards of Tigranes II of Armenia," The Centinel, Vol. 42 (Spring 1994), No. 1, pp. 19-25. The analysis was 

performed on a JEOL JSM 35C scanning electron microscope using a Noran 5502 EDS detector, using methods 

analogous to those described previously (see footnote 1). The expert assistance of metallurgist Robert F. 

Dragen, President of Aspen Consulting, Inc., is gratefully acknowledged. 

6 W. H. Pulsifer, Notes for a History of Lead (New York, 1888), p. 148. 

7 Carter and Razi, p. 218. 

8 J. O. Nriagu, Lead and Lead Poisoning m Antiquity (New York, 1983), pp. 205-223. 

9 R. H. Brill and W. R. Shields, "Lead Isotopes in Ancient Coins," Methods, pp. 278-303. Greek bronzes of the 
2nd-lst century B.C. from the eastern Mediterranean tend to show the highest percentages of lead in this study 
(for example, two coins of Antiochus VIII of Syria dating 121 and 114 B.C. contained 32% and 25% lead 
respectively). 
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REFERENCE TO GOD ON MEDIEVAL ARMENIAN COINS 


Introduction 

The name of God has been inscribed on various types of money by different 
nationalities and civilizations. In the late fourth century we see early Byzantine coins 
inscribed with the symbol of Christograms. In the seventh century, again on Byzantine 
coinage, the legends state in Latin "DEUS ADIUTA ROMANIS” (God help the Romans) 
and "IhSUS XRISTUS NICA" (Jesus Christ conquers). The Arabs, in the seventh 
century, also referred to God on their coinage. They had quotations from the Kuran (the 
sacred scripture of Islam) inscribed on their coins and also a legend indicating "This 
[coin] is struck in the name of Allah (God)." 

During the Middle ages it was customary to rule by divine providence: all rulers 

assumed their regnal power by the Grace of God. The power of the church was very 
strong. Kings could lose their throne if they went against the wishes of the religious 
establishment. On their coins the expression "DEI GRATIA" was engraved very 
distinctly. 

Even today, in the twentieth century, if one examines the coinage of those countries 
where some form of monarchy exists, he will notice the expression "DEI GRATIA" or 
its abbreviated form engraved very conspicuously on their coins. In the United States of 
America, a republic, the coins and Federal Reserve bank notes state, "In God we trust." 

It is worthwhile to mention a few words about the Armenian letter "t" (E). The 
character ”t" is the seventh letter of the Armenian alphabet. When used by itself and in 
capital form it could symbolize the word tnipfuG, meaning "Being," "God,” "in the 
name of God," or "let God be with you." In Armenian churches the letter "t" is placed 
very conspicuously above the main altars for this purpose. In the old days this letter was 
placed at the top of encyclicals or placed at the beginning of letters in capital form. This 
letter also appears on the coins of Cilician Armenia. 


Roupenian Coins 

Armenian coins struck in Cilicia did not deviate from this established pattern of 
ruling "by the grace of God." The coinage of a new government, formed in Cilicia, was 
bound to be affected by the European tradition. The Crusader expeditions traveling 
through Asia Minor had a profound impact on the Armenians. Armenians in Cilicia, 
being surrounded by Muslims, aided the Crusaders in any form they could, be it by 
military assistance or in the form of shelter and food. 

Armenian barons and kings always inscribed the sign of cross in various forms 
on their coins. Initially, on most of their coins, there was a reference to Divine 
authority. The phraseology of the statement referring to God was not uniform; each ruler 
structured his own form of expression. This evolution reached its final "By the Will of 
God" form under the reign of King Levon I who was coronated as king in Tarsus on 
January 6, 1198. Around this time the mint was completely reorganized and silver and 
copper coins were struck without interruption till the downfall of the kingdom in 1375. 
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Roupen I (1080-1095) was the founder of the Roupenian dynasty. So far coins have 
not been found from Baron Roupen I. There is a copper coin which tentatively has been 
attributed to Roupens' son, Gosdantin I (1095-1099). These were the first coins to be 
issued in Cilicia with an Armenian legend. To express divine authority on his coins, 
Gosdantin used the expression "Servant of God" (truinwi uij). (No. 1) 

Toros I (1100-1123) succeeded Gosdantin I, his father. The copper coin issued by 
Baron Toros I has a very interesting design. Many authors including Alishan, 
Basmadjian, Bedoukian have tried to decipher the legend of this coin. However' 
Karapetian studied five different specimens, and based on the letters inscribed on the 
coins, on the colophons of medieval manuscripts, and on medieval church wall 
paintings, was able to read and construct the complete writings correctly on the coins of 
Prince Toros. On the coins of Toros I, the obverse and reverse legend reads "Toros son 
of Roupen with Prayers" O^npriUb t PP f> P — q,^ =o>n prill h t nP0>h f>nhPt < ub 
UaUNfr-Rm). (No. 2) 

Toros I was succeeded by his brother Levon I (1123-1138). No coins have been found 
which can be attributed to him. During his reign the Byzantine emperor, John 
Comnenus, invaded Cilicia. Levon and his two sons were captured. Levon died in 
prison in Constantinople and one of his sons, Roupen, was killed in prison. His second 
son, Toros, was able to escape and return to Cilicia where he gained control of his 
ancestral throne. Toros II (1144-1168) issued copper coins. The obverse legend states 
"Toros by the will of God" (ffrnmu 3UUSh). (No. 3) 

Mleh (1169-1174) succeeded his brother Toros II. No coins have been found from 
Baron Mleh. He was succeeded by his nephew Roupen II (1175-1187), who issued copper 
coins. A recent study by R. Pesant demonstrates how this small coin served as a model 
for a Crusader coin struck in Jerusalem. The reverse legend of this coin states "By the 
will of God" (kUPnanhO-Rfu U3 t). (No. 4) 

In 1187, Roupen II retired to a monastery. His brother, Levon II (1187-1198), a 
brilliant administrator, succeeded Roupen II. As a prince he issued copper coins with a 
unique design where on the obverse the legend indicates "Levon servant of God" (Ibd.n'u 
uur>u US). (No. 5) 

Baron Levon II was coronated as King Levon I on January 6, 1198, in the cathedral 
of Tarsus. The Armenian Catholicos Abirad placed a crown on Levon's head. Levon 
started issuing coins as king in 1196. He was very ambitious and struck twelve types of 
coins: single and double lion gold coins, single and double lion silver coronation 
trams, silver double trams, half double trams, quarter double trams, regular silver 
trams, half silver trams, crusader type billons with Latin and Armenian inscription, 
and a large copper coin known as tank. On the reverse of eight types of his coins, he 
engraved the phrase "By the will of God" (MUPnanhlfrbUU’P'u UUSClhUflS) and on one 
type of billon "LEO DEI GRATIA" inscription in Latin. Levon became a well-liked 
monarch and for his grand achievements he was called "Levon the Illustrious." 
Levon's coinage contained many new numismatic designs. The most outstanding of 
them all is the design of lions appearing on his coins; in fact it is so distinctive that it is 
recognized among numismatists as the "Armenian Lion." (Nos. 6 through 14) 

Levon I died in 1219. He had no sons. The only heir to the throne was his young 
daughter, Zabel. Eventually, at the age of twelve, in 1226, Zabel was married to Prince 
Hetoum, the son of Constantin Constable. The marriage joined the two most powerful 
families in the kingdom. On this occasion, to commemorate the wedding, gold coins 
were issued. Hetoum I (1226-1271) ruled a long time and died of old age shortly after one 
of his sons, Levon II, was crowned as king of Cilicia. Like his predecessor, Hetoum 
tried to follow an ambitious coinage program. However, soon he abandoned many of 
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them. Out of ten different types of his coins, only on the obverse of two types, regular 
silver trams and half trams, do we see the inscription "By the will of God" 
(bUnnanhffrbhVu U3 t). (Nos. 15, 16) 

Hetoum I retired to a monastery and was succeeded by his son Levon II who was 
crowned king in 1270. From Levon II we have only a few silver coins of the Hetoum- 
Zabel design type; the reverse the legend states "By the will of God" (LUPD r inM^bh‘u £ u 
US). Other silver and copper coins of Levon indicate the mint where the coins were 
struck, but make no reference to God. (No. 17) 

Levon II fathered eleven children. At his death, five of his sons and four of his 
daughters were alive. Four of his sons (Hetoum, Toros, Smpad, Gosdantin) fought each 
other at various times for the throne of Roupenian dynasty; three of them were crowned 
king and issued coins. 

Hetoum II (1289-1293, 1295-1296, 1299-1305) succeeded his father, Levon II. His coins, 
however, make no reference to God in any manner. This is highly unusual in my 
opinion. Perhaps this can be attributed to the fact that he was never coronated as king. 
Hetoum II was a very devout Christian, more so than his predecesssors, and eventually 
he retired to a monastery and became a monk. The next king in line is Smpad (1296- 
1298). Smpad issued four types of coins but only two types of silver coins mention "By 
the will of God" (LUPmnWfrfVu UUSflhtrnS or MUPfnriNfrP'u UDSfl). (Nos. 18, 19). 
Gosdantin I (1298-1299), one of the sons of Levon II, issued redesigned gold, silver, and 
copper coins. Only on his silver coin does he make the statement "By the will of God is 
he king" (bUPmnNfrPPu U3 t (^U9.nP). (Nos. 20) 

Hetoum appointed his nephew Levon III (1301-1308) as co-ruler. On the coins of 
Levon III we see no reference to God. Levon III was killed by the Mongol General 
Pilarghou. Later, the Great Mongol Khan had Pilarghou decapitated for his crime. 

Oshin (1308-1320) succeeded his brother Levon III. Oshin struck four types of coins. 
Only his coronation silver trams mention "By the will of God" (bUPn'inMfrP'u U3H8 ). 
(No. 21, 22) 

The remaining kings of Roupenian dynasty did not inscribe "By the will of God" or 
make any kind of reference to God on their coins except for Levon V (1374-1375). Levon 
issued billons and poghs. His poghs (copper coins) make no reference to God. 
Bedoukian's corpus lists 6 variants of billons (15 specimens). On two variants By the 
will" (bUPnanhffrPlj) is inscribed. Apparently the die maker ran out of space and could 
not engrave the word "God" on his die. Only one variant (3 specimens) states By the 
will of God" (bU.PfnnNfrB'u U-U or U3). (No. 23) 

Any presentation of medieval Armenian coins would not be complete without 
mentioning the coin of Kiurke II Curapalatus (1043-1100). Kiurke ruled in Lori (Tashir 
Dzoraget), a Bagratid kingdom of Greater Armenia, located in present northern 
Armenia. He struck only one type of copper coin. Some numismatists in the past have 
suggested that this might be a medallion and not a coin. However, an article on this 
coin, appearing in the Armenian Numismatic Journal (1991, pp. 5-9, by Anahit 
Mousheghian), compares this coin with similar type contemporary coins issued by the 
Georgians and Russians, convincing the reader that it is a coin issued for local 
circulation. The coin is definitely patterned after the anonymous bronzes of the 
Byzantine emperors John Zimisces and Basil II. There are plenty of hoards unearthed 
in Armenia to prove that these Byzantine coins circulated in Armenia. The coin of 
Kiurke was the earliest coin inscribed in Armenian. On his coin, he asks "May the 
Lord aid Kiurke the Curapalatus" (SP n9-Ajt> blThb/th MfRU/'flUTUSKu). (No. 24) 
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In conclusion, when the new dynasty was founded the barons chose to follow the 
established medieval tradition and used various forms of expressions to indicate that 
their rule is established "By the grace of God." Later, when the royal series of coins was 
in production and the kingdom reached the pinnacle of its power, the finalized form of 
"By the will of God" was the inscription engraved on all royal coins. Here it should be 
noted that the Armenian tram was an internationally accepted silver coin along with 
crusader coins and Islamic dirham. The tram was accepted on the same footing as the 
Islamic dirham since the Armenian tram and the Islamic dirham had an average 
nearly three grams weight. As the kingdom declined and approached the end of its 
power, starting with Levon II (1270), reference to God disappeared from the coinage of 
Cilician Armenia. Some kings (Smpad, Gosdantin I, Oshin, and Levon V) made a 
token attempt to reintroduce this inscription on their coins since in some instances they 
tried to emulate the coinage of Levon I. However, because of the introduction of debased 
currencies (takvorins and billons), and for various other unknown reasons, reference 
to "God" was eradicated from the coinage of Cilician Armenia. (Read during the 
September 15, 1990 meeting of the Armenian Numismatic Society in Pico Rivera, 
California, under the tile of "‘By the Will of God’ Inscription and the Coinage of 
Cilician Armenia.") 

Y. T. NERCESSIAN 
Pico Rivera, California 
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CATALOGUE 

BARONS OF ROUPENIAN DYNASTY 

Gosdantin I (1096-1099) 

1. AE Copper coin. 

Obv.: Cross and clockwise legend, 

— iuruu t b — (Servant of E [God?]). 

Rev.: Cross and clockwise legend, 

— Cr iuruu uii — (Servant of God). 

Toros I (1100-1123) 

2. AE Copper. 

Obv.: Cross in the center. Clockwise legend (legend continued on the reverse 

side), 

o-nmub t fT [ab] (Toros son ). 

Rev.: A long cross, under the arms of cross, 

0[nb]P[t\jb]— [UHtUbJft't'RDU.] (of Roupen with prayers). 

Toros H (1144-1168) 

3. AE Copper coin. 

Obv.: Cross and clockwise legend, 

Ifrnnnub 8UUSb (Toros, by the will of God) 

Rev.: Castle and letters or marks in the field to the right or left, 

uo>-nu (?). 

Roupen II (1176-1187) 

4. AE Copper coin. 

Obv.: Castle and clockwise legend, 

[ODhPlfb np[0«b] [USjbOU/utb (Roupen son of Stephen). 

Rev.: Cross and clockwise legend, 

[bUPnanbO'Pj'u U3 t (By the will of God). 

Levon H (1187-1196) 

5. AE Copper coin. 

Obv.: Knight is galloping to left, in armor and holding a flying banner in his 

left hand. Clockwise legend, 

+ IfiiUTo trUOU. U.3 (Levon, servant of God). 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XXI (1995) 


30 


Y. T. Nercessian 


Rev.: A cross. Circles at the tips of the cross and arcs in the four quadrants. 

Clockwise legend, 

+ DPfth USfc&UA.th (Son of Stephen). 

KINGS OF ROUPENIAN DYNASTY 

Levon I (1196-1219) 

6. AV Gold coins with single lion. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with lions, wearing a crown 
and royal mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross in his right hand 
and fleur-de-lis in his left. His feet rest on a footstool. Clockwise legend, 
+ fbbfYu ffrU.9>U.WlP 411308 (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A lion crowned and turned to left holding a cross with two bars. A field 

mark appears to the right of lion. Clockwise legend, 

+ bU.mO.nbffrP'u U,USMJn3 (By the will of God). 

7. AV Gold coins with two lions. 

Obv.: Same as 6. Clockwise legend, 

+ lbNu O'Uq.UbOP 411308 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise legend, 

+ bUPOftONfrfVu UUSO-trO (By the will of God). 

8. AR Coronation trams with single lion. 

Obv.: Christ or Virgin Mary is standing to left and facing. King is kneeling 

to left with a crown on his head and wearing royal mantle. Ray of light 
is descending from above. Clockwise legend, 

+ lbWYu O'UO'UMT 4U306 (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A lion is walking to right. Behind him is a cross with two bars. Clock- 

wise legend, 

+ bUPfnnNfrfVu HUS (By the will of God). 

9. AR Coronation trams with two lions. 

Obv.: Same as 8. Clockwise legend, 

+ IbbfYu 0‘Hq.UNlP 4U3D8 (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise legend, 

+ bUPmnNfrfVu UUSb (By the will of God). 

10. AR Double trams. 

Obv.: Same as 6. Clockwise legend, 

+ IbWYu fd“9.P U.U , btiU.8‘u 4U3n8 (Levon king of all the Armenians). 

Rev.: A lion crowned and turned to left holding a cross with two bars. A field 
mark appears to the right of lion. Clockwise legend, 

+ MUPnanhffrfVu UUSnbtrnS (By the will of god). 

11. AR Half double trams. 

Obv.: Same as 6. Clockwise legend, 

+ IbWVu feHJ.9.UbnP 4U308 (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A lion crowned and turned to left holding a cross with two bars. Afield 

mark appears to the right of lion. Clockwise legend, 

+ bUPrnnN»P\j UUShtrn3 (By the will of God). 

12. AR Regular trams with two lions. 

Obv.: Same as 6. Clockwise legend, 

+ lUWVu ffrU,9.UWlP 4U>3fl8 (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise legend, 

+ bUPmriNfrfVu UUSnMrflS (By the will of God). 
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13. AR Half trams. 

Obv.: Same as 6. Clockwise legend, 

+ IbbfVu fa'U.q.U.MlP 4U3D8 (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise legend, 

+ bUPmnwfrfVu uusObbTl (By the will of God). 

14. AR Billons (Crusader type) with Latin legnd. 

Obv.: A crowned head of king is facing. Clockwise legend, 

+ LEO DEI GRATIA (UinG 2 CnpfiluC Huinniimi) 

Rev.: A cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ REX ARMENIOR (fi>iuq.uunp Ruling). 

Hetoum I (1226-1271) 

15. AR Regular trams. 

Obv. : On the left is Queen Zabel standing to right but facing. On the right is 

King Hetoum standing to left but facing. Both are crowned and wearing 
royal vestments. Both of them are holding a long cross. Clockwise 
legend, 

+ LUPmnh ffrbhVu U3 ( By the Will of God). 

Rev.: A lion crowned and turned to right holding a cross with left paw. 

Clockwise legend, 

+ 4b(»nMr ffrUq-U.hnn 4U.3 (Hetoum king of the Armenians). 

16. AR Half trams. 

Obv.: Same as 15. Clockwise legend, 

+ LUPm.nP' bhVu U.3 (By the will of God) 

Rev.: A lion crowned and turned to right holding a cross with left paw. 

Clockwise legend, 

+ ibffrflMT ffrU^UMT 4U3fl (Hetoum king of the Armenians). 

Levon H (1270-1289) 

17. AR Tram, pre-coronation coin of Hetoum-Zabel type but with name of Levon. 

Obv.: Same as 15. Clockwise legend, 

+ IbWYu 0 , U c MJ.hnP 4 (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A lion crowned and turned to right holding a cross with left paw. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ bUPm.nbffrKu U.3 (By the will of God). 

Smpad (1296-1298) 

18. AR Tram, similar to the tram of Levon I. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with lions, wearing a crown 
and royal mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross in his right hand 
and fleur-de-lis in his left. His feet rest on a footstool. Clockwise legend, 
+ UlTPUS O'U.S.RP 4U (Smpad king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise legend, 

+ UUPmnbffrfVu uusnbtrn (By the will of God). 

19. AR Tram, crudely struck. 

Obv.: King is seated on a throne ornamented with lions, wearing a crown and 

royal mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross in his right hand, a 
mace in his hand, extending over his shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ UIFPU.S O'U.S.U.hfP 4U.3D (Smpad king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise legend, 

+ wnn.nNfrR\j UUSDbtr (By the will of God). 
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Gosdantin I (1298-1299) 

20. AR Tram. 

Obv.: King on horseback, walking right, holding an uplifted sword with right 

hand. Clockwise legend, 

+ MnuSC'uftKu |d‘U9>URfT' 4U3 (Gosdantin king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: King is standing and facing, wearing crown and royal vestments. He 

holds an uplifted cross in his left hand and a sword in his right hand. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ MU.rnanhfc)‘P , u U3 t o-uq-nn (By the will of God he is king). 

Oshin (1308-1320) 

21. Ait Coronation trams. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with lions, wearing a crown 

and royal mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross in his right hand 
and fleur-de-lis in his left. His feet rest on a footstool. Above the fleur-de- 
lis is a hand with two fingers extended. Clockwise legend, 

+ UhCh'u O-uq-Uhnn 4U8D8 (Oshin king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Cockwise legend, 

+ bunmnwfrfvo Utrns (By the will of God). 

22. AR Half coronation trams. 

Obv.: Same as 21. Field mark in the field. Clockwise legend, 

+ UhChVi O'Uq.Uhnn 4U3D8 (Oshin king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise legend, 

+ bUPnftnbffrP'u U3CI8 (By the will of God). 

Levon V (1374-1375) 

23. AR Billons. 

Obv.: King's bust, crowned, facing. Clockwise legend, 

+ IbhfYu P'Uq-Uh (King Levon). 

Rev.: Cross with lines in four quarters. Clockwise legend, 

+ bUPrnnNfrfYu UU or U3 (By the will of God). 

BAGRATID DYNASTY 

Kiurke II Curapalatus (1043-1100) 

24. AE Copper coin. 

Obv.: Bust of Christ facing, halo surrounds his head, face lightly bearded, 

holding Gospels, near his shoulders abbreviated in Armenian 
3U->ftU (Hisus Christos — Jesus Christ). 

Note that the lines in halo symbolizing the cross are missing. 

Rev.: Within circle four lined Armenian inscription, 

SP nq. 

\iti qnppq 

tb qnpu 

maushlj (May the Lord aid Kiurke the Curopalatus). 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


7 ARMENPRESS. Nor hushadram [New Commemorative Coin] - l„ n jnL , utnnutj. 

Haraj (Wednesday, 22 July 1994). ' 

The Central bank of Armenia has issued a 25 dram coin, where the engraving of 
Sassounts'i David is displayed. YTN 

Zutjutuututbft Ifbgpnburlfutb ?• p ui J ut ut n Lb p ffngut/ ilfutb f bnp 25 gputtfbng fntjuigpunf if p, npnt 
tfptuj •gtuutlfbpnLtub f fj tuunt.bg ft 9 - tu t ft [tit putbgtulfpt b ft'Xr 


8 MOUSHEGHIAN , Kh. A Numismatics for Histoiy - HyMM3MaTHKa mctopmh - Z^jfg 

ufutuiif ntfihuib gpuiifujgftuiuilfuibp, gpbg hj uj ftu ui n t p (f n Ljb gb utb . HCUldeS AmSOJyCL, Vol. CVIII 

(1994), Nos 1-12, pp. 9-114. In Armenian (pp. 9-38), English (pp. 39-64), and Russian 

(pp. 65-101), 13 pis. (pp. 102-114). 

Mousheghian describes the coins discovered in Armenia dating from the sixth through 
fifth century B.C. The coins of Tiribazus. satrap of western Armenia, were issued in the 
Cilician cities of Issus, Mallus, Soli, and Tarsus. The coins of Orontas, satrap of Eastern 
Armenia, issued in the cities of Lampsacus, Cisthene, and Clazomenae of Asia Minor, 
are discussed. The author, starting with the fourth century B.C.. presents the circulation 
of Hellenistic coins in Armenia, and also briefly explains the Attic monetary system. 
While discussing the iconography of the coins of Armenian kings during the Hellenistic 
era, the author describes the coins of the following kings from Sophene: Sames, 
Arsames I, Aresames II, Xences, Abdissares, Zariadres, Morphilig, Artanes, and Asaces! 
Also. Ptolomaeus, Mlthridates I Callicinicus and Anthichus I Theos of Commagene. 
The list of the Artaxiad kings include the following: Tigranes I, Tigranes II, Artavasdes 
II, Artaxias II. Tigranes III, Tigranes IV, Artavasdes III, Tigranes IV and Erato, 
Artavasdes IV and Tigranes V. The description includes the coins of Armenian Arsacid 
Vonones struck in 8-16 AD. and Arsaces struck in 35 A.D., as well as the coins of 
Marcus Antonius, Octavianus Augustus, Tiberius (Germanicus-Artaxias), Nero, Trajan, 
Antoninus Pius, Lucius Verus, Marcus Aurelius. The coins struck by the city of Artaxata 
is classified in the period of Commodus. The Sassanian silver coins from the fourth 
century (Yazdgard I, 399-420) to seventh century (Ardshir III, 628-630) and early 
Byzantine gold and silver coins from the sixth century (Justinian I, 527-565) to the 
seventh century (Heraclius, 610-641) unearthed in Armenia in numerous hoards. The 
author describes the origin of Arabic coins, struck in Armenia by the Umayyad and 
‘AbbSsid dynasties and discusses the Islamic coins struck in Armenia and 
Tanscaucasia. The examinations reveal that the coins have the names of the mints of 


Armhilyah, Arran, Barda'ah, occasionally Ma‘din Bajunais, Harumyah, Harunabad. 
al-BSb, Dabll TiflTs, Ganja. The copper coin of King Kiurke (eleventh century), the coin 
of Mongol Abagha Khan (including the Armenian inscription), are described. The text 
of eacj language is followed by the table of coins illustrated in the plates. YTN 

ITrtt^bgbtub Ifp 'Ulftuputg.pl; Z ut j tu u tit tu'h ft gutbnttub Xr-ft- Sf—b gtuphpntb t guruilftubng 

gptutfbbppx Up it. tf tub tu'h Z ut j ut u trt util ft utuut ptutg S ft p ftp tu gnu ft g p ui tfbb p p ffngtuplfnLtub bb 
ftuunu, Ifutffnu, (Jrtfft It Stupunb put gut pb b p n tb if Iffbx Up lib f built juju intuit ft utuut ptutg 
ftpnbgutuf, gptutfbb p p ff n gut p If n t- tub bb *Pnpp Uuftnj ftutf igutulf ) If ftu f}bb£ It If ftugntf £b 
putgtu pbh pntb tf^x Z b gjftb tu If p, ulfubfntf btufuptub gft pftuutnu ft fnppnpg gulps'll , Ifp bb plftu jtu gbf 
^b ffbb ftuunu If tub gputtf'ub pnt. j^p ftubtunntf}fttb p Ztu juju in tub fib tf££, ftbftgfu btult Ifp put g uiut p £ 
^tulfftp& bh put but If tub n if tf p luuiuiftlfhiub uftuutbtf ft It tu jg gtu p tu jpf tub ft gptuif tugn pbnt-fU fttb p: 
Z b ffbb ft u ut tu If tub giuptujtupfiuhfi C, lujlfiulfiub gptutfbb pnt igiuutlfh plug pntfUbtub pbbtuplftf tub tu rtf} fit, 
< bgftbutlfp Ifp blfuiptugpi \ Untftpft Zbutltbtuj kutj fhugiuL n pbb pm. piuiT'uh p p — (J uj tfk U ! Uft^Uttf U, 
Up ftu J ft, ftub ppufju, Upgftutu pfu, Quip fttugpfu, [f n p tf) ft fft If, Uputtubfu It Upfwlfi Xjtult tyuigntf ^nu, 
W ft^pgtuut U If ‘u ff fib ft If nu It Ubutftnpnu U ft'^nu Iftutf if tugbbffb: Uputtu u b tub tupptubbpntb 

(cont. on p. 37) 
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FIVE AND TEN RUBLE BANK NOTES OF KARS 


Since the publication of the author's Bank Notes of Armenia f two pieces of paper 
money from the city of Kars have surfaced. Both of them contribute substantially to our 
knowledge of this period. 

Both notes are printed on one side on ordinary common white paper. They are slightly 
faded and discolored into a flesh hue. They have a simple design without any printer's 
ornaments. The all Armenian text on the top reads, "Self rule of the city of Kars" 
( {tyujpufi uj q_uj p uj j fih fih gh iu lu p n l. /0/rtk). The values (5 or 10 rubles) are spelled in 
Armenian and printed in Arabic numbers on the left and right sides and also in the 
middle. The fine print on the middle panel reads, "The city administration is obliged to 

ipscy five rabies iifUJfiuiuji.npi.nLif £ t^&iupb^ ^filjtf. n.-\_ni.p^fiY). 


Neither note bears a date. V. Katsitadze 1 2 does not mention a date of issuance of these 
notes. Ch. Denis 3 indicates that both of them were issued in 1918, N. Kardakoff, 4 1919. On 
December 4, 1917, the Sixth Congress of the Society of Transcaucasian Cities approved 
that cities could issue their own small denomination money, up to 50 million rubles. 5 
During the World War I the Turks had invaded and occupied Kars, and only in the 
spring of 1919 was the city of Kars geographically a part of Republic of Armenia. 6 In 
view of the fact that small change was in short supply and many cities of Armenia 
began issuing their bank notes in January 1918, it seems fair to conclude that Kars also 
issued its own currency, most likely in 1919, to satisfy local financial needs. 


*■“^■4 \ :\\ ' 1 ■> . 4 * ■; I. „ ,.I , 
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Fig. 1 5 ruble bank note of Kars 


1 Y. T. Nercessian, Bank Notes of Armenia (Los Angeles, 1988), pp. 62, 127, pi. 92b. 

2 V. Katsitadze, Catalogue of Paper Money of the Russian Revolutionary Period { Tiflis, 1924), p. 10 (in 
Russian). 

3 Ch. Denis, Catalogue des monnaies emises sur le territoire de la Russie (1 914-1925) (Paris, 1 927), p. 46. 

4 N. Kardakoff, Katalog de Geldscheine von Russland und Baltischen Staaten, 1769-1950 (Berlin 1953), p. 
166 (in German and Russian). 

5 BNA p. 60. 

6 R. G. Hovannisian, The Republic of Armenia, Vol. I: 1918-1919 (Los Angeles, 1971), pp. 197-227. 
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5 ruble bank note (Fig. 1) 

The signature "in place of' (/,« = t> mb^) the mayor of the city, Kh. Batalian {h- 
Puju,uj L bu ,h), is in violet ink. The signature of the member of the Committee, Al. 
Barseghian iU. L ■ Pm pub^hm'u), is in black ink. The signature of the Secretary, S. Bek 
Hovsepian ( U Pkk 8n{u^hmb), is in violet ink. 

47x78 mm No. 42 (in violet ink) JG collection 
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Fig. 2 10 ruble bank note of Kars 


10 ruble bank note (Fig. 2) 

All signatures are similar to those appearing on 5 ruble note described above, but in 
violet ink. 

47x81 mm No. 80 (in violet ink) YN collection 


Comments 

1) The word "of the city" (*«rg«ff.Uj/tt]) is abbreviated without a dot on the 5 ruble 

note; on the 10 ruble note it is abbreviated with a dot. 

2) On the 5 ruble note the letter V of timpani. fHfu.it is a capital letter; on the 10 ruble note 
it is a lower case letter. 

3) The word "ruble" is abbreviated to one letter "r." On the 5 ruble note it is a strong 
rr («..); on the 10 ruble note this is a soft letter r. (/»•). 

4) The 5 ruble specimen illustrated in BN A 1 and Katsitadze 8 is numbered 44, 
different from the note under discussion (No. 49). 

Y. T. NERCESSIAN 


7 BNA, pi. 92b. 

8 Katsitadze, p. 10. 
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(cont. from p. 34) 

f^mppp i If pbrftfplf^ $b mLb lu pbb p p — Sfitf-pmb ft, Sfitfpmb ft, ftpmmt-mcprf. ft, ftp mm iku ft, S far mb 

9 ., Sfttff tmb 'ft, ft.pmmi.mgrf 9*, Sfttfpmb 7" h- bpmmn j, ftpmmLmgg 7 “ b. Sfapmb b‘ b p9.P" P'k 

J lfjjm.il it £2 , \jlfm pmgpm.^ fn.b p Ifp ufmpm-bmlflf £m j ft p jm Ifn L.b b tu g tfnbnbfi rfpmitp, Ifn fum. mb 
-ft- 8-10 PP' b. ftpjmlffi rfpmitp, lfnfum.mb ft-ft- 35 fibfuflju i nub. if m plfnu ftb mnb finu fi, 

ft If in mL. fi ill'll mi Ui-Jfnumnufi, Sfipbpfinufi (ft* b pit mb filfri u—ftp tnm ft u), \jb pnb fj, Spill jmbnufi, ftb nb fib n u 
*f) finu ft, 'fm-lffau < fbpnufi , ftmplfnu fti. p b rjft n u ft rfpmitbbpp, ftpmm jmm pmqmpfi pmrflfnup Ifp 
rfuiumi.npnt.fi 9 n if it n in n u fi fp fab fib it££, flhrjm.mb pm git m f} fn. gpmJ turf fit. mb pm. it££ tf.inbm.uib bb 

(J mu mb b mb rfpmitbbpp 7* tfmp^b ( ftmglfhpm Ik, 399-420) iffibib. rfm p ( ftpmmjfip 9*, 628-030) b. 

ifmrf p fit. tf mb rfm If mb nulffa m. m pb m fj If rfpmitbbpp J? tfmpljb (ft m.um fib fimbnu Ik, 527-565) it fib fa 
rfm p X^bpmlff, 610-641)i ft u in If m.b tfb mb ft , u mu mb b mb rfpmitbb pm. J ft Ifmpbnp it mu p 
fd- ntfm plfULmb ( \jm fu fifamb fi L O'ni.fibfi gpmif msmmm pmbbb pm.b 4 brffibmlfp Ifp blfmpmgpt 

mpmpmlfmb rfpmitbb pm. bmifnt.il p, 4 mjmmmbfi it ££ f}ngm p Ifni. mb Q it m jb mb Ll Uppmubmb Ampu— 
mm-ft}bmbg If n pit £ L Ifp pbbm plflj fafmit mlfmb rfpmitbbpp ^minmb m.mb 4 mjmummb L (Jbrfplfmflfmu i 
•ftbbm-frt fabbb pp gnjg Ifm. in mb np Ik pit fibfim, ftnmb, ftmptfmm, bppbttb-bpphifb bnjbfiulf If mmrffib 
mpmpmmmn. mb m.bb b p p j fi jm m m If n l m b bb rfpmitbbpm.b if pm j: \j If m p m if p n i. mb bb IfnpftLflp 
fit m tfm Ln p fib (ftft rfmp) ufrfjibAIf rfpmitp, itnbrpnp ft pm pm hj mb fi rfpmitp (ufmpnubmLfbfmf t,m jb pljb 
m pimbm ifp m-fH fn.b)i ft l. p m pmb ffi l p pbtfm-mf tnpnt-mb pm p m4m.u m-ftth mb Ifp 4 bmii.fi rfpmitbbpp 
mpfiuumlfbb pp, npnbp ufmmlfb pmm b bb mm fum Ifbb pnt-b it fpfx bft'h 

9 PEUS, Busso. Auktiorv Katalog 340. Frankfurt: 2 November 1994, pp 48-51, Nos. 
444-464, pis. 19-20; 65-67, Nos. 709, 716, 717, 735-738, pis. 31, 32; 72. Nos. 819, 820, 
pis. 35, 36; 79-83, Nos. 923, 943, 963-965, 976-980, pis. 41-44; 99-101, Nos. 1230-1260, 
pis. 55, 56. In German and English. 

The collection of Armenian numismatist Nicholas Jamgochian Is catalogued for sale at 
auction, and a biography of Jamgochian is given. Description of the following 
Armenian coins and coins relating to Armenia are given: Arsames I (ca. 240 B.C.), a 
bronze with equestrian reverse; Xerxes (ca. 220 B.C. a bronze with Nike reverse; a bronze 
of Antiochus I (59-34 B.C.) with lion of Commagene; Mithridates II (34-20 B.C.), a bronze 
with club reverse; Antiochus IV (AD. 38-72), a bronze with scorpion reverse; Tigranes II 
(95-56 B.C.), tetradrachms and a drachm displaying the Tyche on the reverse, bronze 
coins displaying Tyche, cornucopia, head of wheat, Nike; Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.), a 
bronze with head of wheat reverse; Tigranes m (20-8 B.C.), a bronze with biga reverse; 
Tigranes IV (8-5 B.C.), bronze coins with elephant and Victory reverses; Roman coins 
relating to Armenia of the following rulers: Marcus Antonius (43-34 B.C.), Augustus (27 
B.C. - AD. 14), Nero (54-68), Trajan (98-118), Antoninus Pius (138-161), Marcus Aurelius 
(161-180), Lucius Verus (161-169) where coin designs depict Armenian tiara, Antonius 
and Cleopatra with Armenian tiara behind Antony's head; Armenian tiara and quiver 
and bow case, an Armenian soldier, Armenian kneeling down, Armenian king 
standing in front of the emperor, Armenia seated, with the legends ARMEN, ARMENIA 
CAPTA, ARMENIA DEVICTA, ARMENIACVS, and many others. Cilician Armenia, 
Levon I (1199-1218), double trams, coronation trams with two lions, trams, and a half 
tram; Hetoum I (1226-1271), Hetoum-Kaiqobad a bilingual tram, Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
bilingual trams, Hetoum-Zabel a tram and half tram, tanks, equestrian and regular 
kardezzes; Levon II (1270-1289), trams and a half tram; Hetoum II (1289-1306), a billon 
and kardezzes with king's bust facing and king seated; Smpad (1296-1298), a kardez; 
Levon III (1301-1307), takvorins; Oshin (1308-1320), a coronation tram, takvorin, and 
pogh; Gosdantin IV (1365-1373), a takvorin. The Greek legends and weights of all coins 
are published. YTN 

ftm-g m Ifinp p n i_ mb f \ m j rppmit miflpm \j fi p n pm u rf m it Ifn fb mb fi rtngmfmbnb m£m.ptffib it If Q 
ifm6imn.ni.bfm. Sm it mp L mpnumb (ftmif Ifnfambfi Lfbbumtfpmlfmbp, S priumb bb $bmh.m p < m j If mlfmb 
ppmitbb pm. L ^mjmummbft ifhpmpbpbmp rfpmitbb pm. btfm pmg pm. fit fit-bbb p p— ftppmit ft (ym.p£ 
240 l.ft.), ppnbtf it p ifimifm p Ufmmlfb pmm fiupmf Ifnbmlffib tfpmj • ft uh p pu tpu (pm.p£ 220 I/-ft-), 
ft mgfUmbmlffi upmtnlfh pmm fiufnif lfn.bmlffib ifpmj- ftbrffjnpnu 'ft-fi (59-34 \rft-) ppnbtf it p npm. bmfib 
Ifm j Ifmf tf mtfbb^ft mn.fn.bp. ft h^prfmm ft (34-20 \fft-), ppnbtf it p it mlfmb ft ufmmlfb pmm fiupnif 
Ifnbmlffib tfpmj. ftbtffinpnu (ft -ft- 38-72), ppnbtf it p Ifmpfi&fi upmmlfb pmm fiupnif Ifnbmlffib ifpmj. 

Sfitfpmb ft (95-56 \/-ft-), fn pb prfpmit b mbbb p m. rfpmfuitm it p npnbg bmfib ufmmlfb pm. mb £ 
ftmfump, ppnbtf If rfpmitbb p npnbg Ifnbmlfbb pnib ifpmj ufmmlfb pm. mb £ ft m fum, mJm£}brj£fii.p, 
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gnpbiif, Amuifilf, Q m tjP mil m If. LLpmmi-mgtf ft (56-34 'bp), p p nit tf it p Qnpbiifi Ammfilff, 
ujmmlfb pmm fiujn^ If n.ii m If fiij ifpmj. Sfttfpmij 9- (20-8 Xt-P), ppnijg it p npm If n.ij m If fiij ifpmj 
Uftumlfbpnt-Uib { bplfi.fi Jmpmmlfmpp., S fi if p mil 9- (8-5 h-ft.), ppninj$ tfpmit J p npm b m fiii 
Ufmmlfb pmmb i; Q mrjPmiimlp. ^mjmummijfi ifhpmpbpbmj AhmLhmj tfm<mlfmjiibpm.ij An.nJ tjmljmij 

ifpmitiib pp-lT uiplfnu Ifiimniifinu (43-34 \j-P-), Ut-gnumnu (27 bP—8-P ■ 14), 'bhpn'b (54-68), 
Spmjmiinu (98-118), HiimniifiiinLU ^finu (138-161), U~ mp/jnu U,i_phtjfmu (161-180), \mlffinu if kpnnu 
(161-169), nup tfpmitiibpm.il if pmj tifuiuilfb pmmb bii £m jljmlfmii funjp, (Jb ut nb fi n u L If tj$ nufiu in pm 

milbiimjmf A m j If iu If m ij funjpfiii ujmmlfb pp fjij m n'b f, n u ft gjfum.ii bmftij, Am jlfmlfmij funjp p mijhgfi m. 
Lfmujm p&fi Abm ifftmmbq, Am j tjfiiimnp if p, biiljmfnp Amj J p, Am j firngmiupp Ifmiighmb Ifmjupfiii 
LU fX. ^ II , £ LU J UJ U LT1 UJ*h h U UI UJ fr ft L.\j b*U UJ £ft 4 ARMEN, ARMENIA CAPTA, ARMENIA DEVICTA, 
ARMENLACVS L UJ j j funpmtfpm.fi fn.ijiihpi b ft J ft If b mil £m jmummij, fltnii U, (1199-1218), 
b pl{'ipu“f'bh p, bplfnt. ujn.fii.bnil o^ttmij tfpmifiibp, ijpmitiihp m. Iflju tfpmit J p. ^bfim-J U, (1226- 
1271), ^b fim.J-'ftmjpnufmmfi bplfjbqmbmij rfpiuit if p, £b fi n Lif-p m j funu p nif f, b p If jb tjn l b mil 
tfpm itii h p , 4bf?ni-if-3ujuftff, tfpmit if p, Iflju tfpmit if p, tfmiitfbp, ifimifmp L Amumpmlf am pui^nhb p. 

fLnh ft (1270-1289), tfpmitiihp nt. If^u rfpujtf J p. £bfim.J ft (1289-1306), pftjnii if p L. pm pm^gijb p 
j(? uj n uj l. n p fj S uj j n rj^ fj u uj\j /£. p ji n t£ Ll uj t^. uj l. n p p hu ui ujb" • (J if pujui (1296-1298), pin puilju if p- fltnij 9* 
(1301-1307), p uj gn Ln p fibiib p- Ojfib (1308-1320), obifuih if punt if p, fif uufn Ln p fi'ii it p, nt. ifinrj if p. 
If numiubiffih 9- (1344-1363), p tinfULn p fill if pt £ pujin w pm If numb bh jnLhuiinuin. fun pujjf pn t.p fn.'li'lih p p 

b. pnjnp if p uj it'll b p n l. Ifjjtn.bbppi bfib'b 

10 SARYAN, Levon A. Armenia Issues Six Aluminum Denominations for Circulation, 
by L. A. Saiyan. World Coin News, Vol. 21 (20 June 1994), No. 13, pp. 14-15, illus. 

The small denomination coins of Armenia are described. In 1994 Armenia issued six 
aluminum coins for circulation: 10 luma, 20 luma, 50 luma, 1 dram, 3 dram, and 5 
dram. The meaning of luma and dram is explained, the diameter and weight of each 
coin is given. YTN 

\jlfUj puitfpnt-iiib bii Z,UJ jujutnuih ft it mil p if fiujunp if p m it'll b p pi 1994 p~ £tu jiuumuilt pnifiuplfbg ifbg 
UJ jni.it fiiifn.it £ if p until bp jp f Uiij UJ rt_ni. p h ujii < uiifiup ■ 10 jni.it ui, 20 jm.it ui, 50 jm.it ui, 1 tfpiuif, 3 if punt 
L. 5 if punt t ftuigminpnt-uib £ jm.it uj j fiii m. ijpunffili I# jujij uj Ijn l. p fn.ii p, ui pm. tub £ fiupuipuiiiffiLp 
ijpunffiii ui punt ujgfibii m. lffjin.jn bft'U 

11 SARYAN, Levon A. Armenian Coin Corrections, by L. A. Saiyan. Armenian 
Mirror-Spectator, Vol. LXH (21 May 1994), No. 46, p. 12. 

In a letter the writer wishes to correct number of inaccuracies crept in an article 
concerning Armenian coinage, coat of arms, Cilician Armenian coins, Armenian 
church tokens, bank notes of 1919 and 1993. YTN 

Xjtutt uiljuitffipp Ifp ifi uj tfr ui p fi ni-ijijb j joifnLuibfi it p if££ it ui tub npnj ufuuijiibpp, if p numb 
suijlfuilfuiii if p until b pm., tjfjinuij juih fi , If fi jft Ifb uiii ^lujuiutnujijfj rfpiuitiih pm., 4ui jlfuilfuiij blfbrjbgLnj 

tnmf uuilfiib pm., 1919 L. 1993 p tjP uj tf p ui it b pm. itmufiiit bft'Xj 

12 SARYAN, Levon A. A Medieval Coin from Dvln in Armenia, by Leon A. Saryan. 
Jownal of the Pacific Coast Numismatic Society (April 1994), No. 39, pp. 4-8, illus. 
PCNS Second Place 1994 Literary Award winner. 

During his trip to Armenia Saryan finds a worn Islamic copper coin in Artaxata. A 
tentative attribution of the coin to Kizil Arslan (1186-1191) seemed plausible. YTN 

ft p ^ uj j uj u in mil &iu if pn pifn i.p b uiij pii p tu g flij U tu p b uiil If p tf in ij t U, p m uj juj in ft it £ f ifuijujb 
fi u JUJ if UJ If mil Iifijfiiid£ if pm it it pi ftfilfij ILpujmilfi (1186-1191) ifinpAmn.mlfmii ifbpmifpni.it it p 
^tuLUjhu/lfuih j&ni. P b/n 


13 SARYAN, Levon A. Some Ancient Copper Hoards of Tigranes II of Armenia, by Leon 
A. Saiyan. Centinel Vol. 42 (Spring 1994), No. 1, pp. 19-25, illus. 

Saryan catalogues four small hoards of bronze coins attributed to Tigranes II. The 
reverse types are Tyche (16 pieces), Heracles (7), Nike (11), comucopiea (5), palm-branch 
(3), Damascus (1), head of wheat (1), club (1), Commagene (1), unidentified (1). 
Metrological data for each coin is given. YTN 

Qm.gmlfmtfpm.mb bii Sfitfpmii ft- ft ifb pmtfpm.mb ujijfiiii ^ tfpmifiibpm. fnpu ifinpp tfpmJmtffu.mbpi 

Ip mitii b pm. bmfiii tfpni.mtfni.mb bit ftmfuw (16 ifpmit ), tfmAmgii (7), Q mrjP mil m If (11), 
mJm pbrj£fn.p ( 5 ), m p it m ubii ft fi £fn.ij ( 3 ), %mit muljnu ( 1 ), Qnpbfi Amin fi If ( 1 ), jmfum ( 1 ), Ifmf Jmtfbli^ 
( 1 ), mh&mhm fb jfi ( 1 ): S pm. mb bii fm ifi m tf fi in m Ljmii mm.bm jiibppi bft'Xt 
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Y. T. NERCESSIAN 

Specialist in Armenian Coins and Books 
8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, U.S.A. 
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Bulletin No. 17 

Supplement C 


ARTAXIAD COINS 
Tigranes II The Great (95-55 B.C.) 



378. Tetradrachm. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped 

r., wearing ornate five-pointed tiara. The tiara is 
adorned with an eight-pointed star flanked by two 
eagles back to back. Rev.: Tyche of Antioch, seated 
r. on a rock, holding a palm-branch in her r. hand; at 
her feet the river-god Orontes swimming r. To r. 
downward BAXLAEUX; to I. downward TITPANOY. 
Monograms + under rock and & to r. of palm-branch. 
ACV-34, CAA-20 , AR27, 15.16 g, VF $795 

379. Copper coin. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. c/m 

A*l I. of tiara. Rev.: Tyche as above. To r. downward 
BAXIAEUX; to I. downward BAXIAEON/THTANOY. 
ACV-56, CAA-92, /El 8, 3.51 gm. Ex Donabedian 
coll., VG $30 



379 380 


380. Copper coin. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. Rev.: 
Tyche as above. To r. downward BAXIAEUX; to I. 
downward BAXLAEQN/TirPANOY. ACV-49, CAA- 
93, /E20, 6.47 gm. Nice black patina. VF $110 

381. Copper coin. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. Rev.: 
Tyche as above. To r. downward BAXIAEUX; to I. 
downward BAXIAEON/TITPANOY. Very attractive 
coin, /El 8, 6.28 g., ACV-49, CAA-94, VF+ $195 



381 



382 


382. Copper coin. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. Rev.: 
Bearded nude Heracles (Vahagn) standing, head I., 
r. arm folded holding lion's skin and I. hand leaning 
on club. Field/letters T/A. To r. downward 
BAXIAEUX; to I. downward BAXIAEUN/TirPANOY. 
ACV-65, CAA-101 , /El 7, 5.81 g., -VF $80 


383. Copper coin. As before (Vahagn). AC V- 
66, CAA-1 01 , /El 6, 4.32 g„ -VF $80 



383 384 


384. Copper coin. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. Rev.: 

Cornucopia with upper half to I. In I. and r. field 
bunch of grapes. To r. downward BAXLAEOX; to I. 
downward BAXIAEUN/TITPANOY. ACV-95, CAA- 
105, /El 6, 4.74 g., VF/-F $75 

385. Copper coin. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. 
Comet star on tiara. X c/m in a square punch I. of tiara. 
Rev.: Nike advancing I. with outstretched I. hand 
holding wreath and r. hand extending downward. To 
r. downward BAXIAEUX; to I. downward TITPANOY. 
Letters AT I. of Nike. /El 6, 4.46 g. ACV-79, CAA- 
116V, /E16, 4.56g., Ex Donabedian coll., VG+ $45 



385 


386 
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Bulletin No. 17, Supp. C 


Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.) 

386. Copper coin. Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. t 
wearing ear-rings and five-pointed Armenian tiara. 
Rev.: Nike advancing I. Holding crown in extended 
r. hand. Left hand resting on hips. To r. downward 
BACIAEJ2C; to I. downwad BACIAEflN/A PTA- 
YAZAOY. Very attractive, nice patina. ACV-128, 
CAA-132./E19, 5.10 g, Ex Donabedian coll., F $300 



Commagene, Arstiochus IV (A.D. 38-72) 

387. Copper coin. Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., 
beardless, diademed. Border of dots. CW BAZI. 
MET. ANTIOXOI. EIH. Rev.: Capricorn r. above a 
star, bneath an anchor. CW KOMMATHNftN. All 
within laurel wreath. Border of dots. ACV-205 BMC- 
11, RPC 3855, /E23, 6.99 g.,VF ’$175 



Al Mansur (136-158 A.H7A.D. 754-775) 

388. Abbasid silver dirham, . Obv.: Three line 
religious writings and circular inscription. Rev.: Three 
line religious writings and circular inscription includes 
“struck in Arminiyah, in the year 153." Extremely 
attractive, nice color. AR26, 2.93 g., BMC Vol I p 
41, No. 30V., V. VF+ $200 


CILICIAN ARMENIAN COINS 

Levon I (1198-1219) 

389. Tram. Obv.: King seated on throne 
ornamented with lions, wearing crown and royal 
mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross with his r. 
hand and fleur-de-lis in his I. hand. His feet rest on a 
foot stool, -rt.bb'u fd-uq.U.WlP 4U3n8. Rev.: Long 
cross between two lions rampant regardant. 

+bunnariTM<>‘fvu uusnbtms. AR2 2, 2.90 g., acv- 
286V, CCA-236, EF $75 



390. Tram. Obv.: King seated as before. HbMTu 
ffrU.q.U.hnP 4U38. Rev.: Long cross between two 
lions rampant regardant. +UUPn r inbif>'P < u 
uusrhdfis. AR21, 2.90 g., ACV-294V, CCA-546, 
-VF $30 



391. Tank. Obv.: Bearded leonine head of king 
facing, wearing crown with six dots. +Lt?MVu 
r»U.q.Uhnp 4U>8hn6. Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two 
stars in field. •fCh'ubUL h 4UJ.au.-R UhUh (AYAS 
mint), /E28, 6.51 g„ ACV-313V, F+ $60 



392. Tank. Obv.: Bearded leonine head of king 
facing, wearing crown with six dots. +lt?bfVu 
ffrUaUhflP 4U>8hn8. Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two 
stars in field. +CKubUl h 4UJ.au.-R UhUh (AYAS 
mint), /E28, 6.51 g„ ACV-313V, CCA-753, F $25 
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Hetoum I (1226-1270) 

393. Bilingual tram. Hetoum-Kaikhusrew. Obv.: 
King on horseback r., holding scepter with r. hand. 
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Cross in I. field above the horse. Crescent in r. field 
above horse, cross in I. field above horse. +4bO , flMT 
fd'Uq.U.NP 4U308. Rev.: Arabic inscription in four 
lines, A.H. 641, AR24, 2.78 g., ACV-326, CCA-822, 
VF+ $200 

394. Hetoum-Zabel Tram. Obv.: On the I. 
queen to r., facing; on the r. Hetoum to I., facing. 
Both crowned, wearing royal vestments and holding 
a long cross which has a star at the lower part. 
+UUPD r l,nWc>' bbVu U3 b. Rev.: Lion to r., crowned 
and holding a cross with I. paw. +4Uffrnbir 
ffrUq.UMP 4U3fl6. AR22, 3.07 g., ACV-332V, 
CCA-846, -EF $100 



395. Hetoum-Zabel Tram. Obv.: As before bu t 
dot on cross. -UiUPmnWfr bNu'u U3 b. Rev.: Lion 
to r., crowned and there is a cross behind him. 
+4bffrnMT IB'U.q.UMT 4U3n. AR21, 2.95 g., ACV- 
335V, CCA-91 1 , VF+ $60 



396. Hetoum-Zabel Tram. Obv.: As before bu t 
dot on cross. +w.nn f l.nffr bbVu U3 b. Rev.: Lion to 
r., crowned and there is a cross behind him. 
+4bfa>nMT fd'Uq.Ubm 4U. AR21, 2.91 g., ACV- 
337V, CCA-1 068, VF+/-VF $40 




397. Tank. Obv.: King seated on throne adorned 
with lions. He holds the globus cruciger in his I. hand 
and in his r. a fleur-de-lis extending over his r. 
shoulder. +4bffrnMT rfruq.Ubnp 4U308. Rev.: Po- 
tent cross with four lines in four quadrants. +QTAjbUl 
h 'Ruau-R'u h UhU, /E29, 7.73g, ACV-353, CCA- 
1341, F+ $35 
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Levon II (1270-1289), silver coins 

398. Tram. Obv.: King on horseback to r., holding 
reins with I. hand, and with r. a royal staff extending 
over his r. shoulder. Field mark T r. of king's head. 
+Lbn\j f9>u<4UbnP UU'b‘uU3‘u 4U. Rev.: Crowned 
lion to I. with a cross behind him with two bars. 
■fCh’ubUl h .RU'IU-A'u b UbU. AR21, 2.00 g, ACV- 
369V, CCA-1 463, F+ $35 



399. Tram. Obv.: King on horseback to r.as before. 
-abfTu ffruq.u,bnp UU’b'uUS'u 4. Rev.: Crowned 
lion to I. as before. +0b c ubUL b •RU'XU'R'u b UbU. 
AR22, 2.64 g, ACV-369V, CCA-1477, VF+ $70 



400. Tram. Obv.: King on horseback to r.as before. 
+LbbfVu P'Uq.UbOP 4U3bfl8. Rev.: Crowned lion to 
r. with a cross behind him with two bars. +Cb‘ubU.L b 
•RU.aUxR'u b UbU (AYAS). AR21 , 2.91 g, ACV- 
377V, ANJ-IV, No. 3, VF $100 


BANK NOTE 

Republic of Armenia (1918-1920) 


S 3 


tea 


3PMBflHCK0E OTflb/lEMIE 

i iCH^IPCTIEHHiri illKi 

CniunikHul in. omt> npaiKTUkeTM Ptcnyfj. Apaaat* 

C«p. P. 18 Xf US. 


' Py6. a r»a • 

•fiitik, itrytn lilt r- ( ‘ ... « 

0p*d>*'*mtJn etxo »rn lunttmi un 

< otter t §n OrndtiAtm* IocyaopctnttfiHtx <— i » m 

nflmti pyiMU. , . . ; 

■■imp- _ lipilUHll llUl- ,; ' k 

Hfiitlinui * J npnim liuinn 


I!,,, liKIttU IMINt imh>iw»« 


401. Republic of Armenia (1919), 5 rubles, light 
grey. Ser. P 13, No. 106. BNA lll.15.b, Pick S659, 
107 x 64 mm. UNC $40 
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H40. Armenian History of Aintab - < HuiimJm r »fnG 
U.Gptujfi s.uijng , Vol. Ill, 1200 pp, 580 illus., hard 
bound $57 

M57. Documents of Armenian Architecture, 

27x27 cm, text in Italian, English, and Armenian. 
No. 22. Makaravank*. 1994, 64 pp., more than 50 
illus. soft cover $30 

Previous issues: Nos. 1 $30, 2 $30, 3 $30, 4 $30, 5 
$30, 6 $30, 7 $30, 8 h/c $80, 9 $30, 10 $30, 11 
$30, 12 $40, 13 $30, 14 $30, 15 $30, 16 $30, 17 
$30, 18 $35, 19 $35, 20 $35, 21 $40. Complete set 
1-22 $725. Black box (can house 10 books) $10. 

M58. COLLON, D., Near Eastern Seals, 1990, 64 
pp., 50 illus., card covers $5 

M59. JONES, M., Fake? The Art of Decepion, 
1990, 312 pp., 130 color and 185 b/w illus., card 
covers $ 10 

M60. OGDEN, J., Ancient Jewelry, 1992, 64 pp., 
40 illus., card covers $5 

M61. RAND, H., Arshile Gorky; the Implications of 
Symbols, 1980, 270 pp., 15 color pis., 147 h/w illus., 
card covers $5 

N32. BMC, Catalogue of Greek Coins in the British 
Museum; Seleucid Kings of Syria. 1983 reprint, 126 
pp., 28 pis., Includes a section on Armenian coins, 
cloth. ArmNS. $30 

N33. BURNETT, A., Coins. 1990, 64 pp., 44 illus., 
card covers. $5 

N34. YEOMAN, R. S., Moneys of the Bible. 1982, 
64 pp., illus., card covers. ArmNS. $8 

SP8. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Armenian Coins and 
Their Vallues (ACV). Los Angeles, 1995, 255 pp, 48 
pis, many unpublished coins, casebound $36.50 

P5. Bank Note Reporter, Vol. 22 (July 1994), No. 
7. Includes Dr. Levon A. Saryan's article on “Armenia 
Issuing Currency Once Again/ illus. partial color 
illustration on 1st page (shipping $1). AmriNS $3 

P6. Keghouni, Armenian illustrated review 
dedicated to the bicentenary of the death of the 
Ven. Abbot Mekhitar, 1749-1949. Venice, 1950, 
116 p., 30x40 cm (12 u x16"), used, c/cov. Hv’ $30 

FREE: Gift when purchasing book. Three colored 
postcards ( 1 . “Ararat Sunset" by Martiros 
Sarian; 2. “Gjadjour" by Minas Avetisian; 
“Monastery of Kecharis" photo by P. 
Poghosian) and one book on N.C.I. Grading 
Guide (on US coins) by J. L. Halperin 154 
pp., casebound. PLEASE MENTION. 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
8511 Beverly Park Place 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920 

MEETING NOTICE 

Date: Sept. 15, 1995, 8:00 P.M., Friday Evening 

Place: Holy cross Armenian Apostolic Cathedral 

Sunday School Room (near the Office, 
across Cathedral) 

900 W. Lincoln Avenue • 

Montebello, CA 90640 

Phone: 310/695-0380 

Subject: Slide-illustrated lecture and exhibit on the 
"Coinage of the Artaxiad Dynasty of 
Armenia" 

Note: There will be a free printed handout on 

Artaxiad coin rarity. 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
8511 Beverly Park Place 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. 
XXI (December 1995), No. 4, will be dedicated to 
the silver coins of King Smpad of Cilician 
Armenia. In addition to other papers, we are 
planning to prepare an "Inventory of Smpad's 
Trams." If you have one or more coronation 
trams, regular trams, or half trams, we would 
like to receive the following information: 

L Weight 

2 CCA or SNS (p. 82) catalogue number. 

3. Aluminum foil rubbing if it can be provided. 

4. Source of purchase (optional) would 
eliminate duplicate listing since we intend to 
review all auction catalogues and merge with 
CCA and SNS catalogues. 

5. Reverse cross patterns, please match with 
one of the crosses displayed in CCA or SNS or 
draw a sketch. 

6. Do you wish your name to be listed? 
Otherwise it will be indicated as NW. 

NOTE: SOCIETY’S LASERPRINTER POWER 
SUPPLY BURNED AND THE COST OF REPAIR 
($350+$200=$550) EXCEEDS ITS MARKET 
VALUE. 
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Shipping extra August 1995 

California residents please add appropriate sales tax 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL 

Series I Vol. XXI. No. 3 September 1995 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Armenian Numismatic Journal Series I, Vol. XXI (December 1995), No. 4 will be 
dedicated to the silver coins of King Smpad of Cilician Armenia. In addition to other 
papers, we are planning to prepare an inventory of Smpad's silver coins. If you have one 
or more coronation trams or regular trams, we would like to know the following: 

1. Weight. 

2. CCA or SNS (p. 82) catalogue number. 

3. Aluminum foil rubbing if it can be provided, if not obverse /reverse inscription and 
a sketch of the reverse cross. Source of purchase (optional) would eliminate 
duplicate listing. 

5. Do you wish your name to be listed? Otherwise it will be indicated as NW. 

Mduir© C<n>imim©mils dm 

ARMENIAN COINSAND THEIR VALUES 


This beautifully bound and printed book is a national treasure, and should be in 
every Armenian home and coin collector and dealer. 

Luther Eskijian, Pressident 
Armenian Numismatic Ssociety 

The book is great! It will be the standard reference! I know I will need more! 

F. J. Rath 
Youngstown, NY 

It is a much needed addition to our Armenian coinage section. We will add it to our 
collection so members can borrow it for their research. 

Lynn Chen, ANA Librarian 
Colorado Springs, CO 

^binuippppm-f^buiJp, j m ifi ^ui ui l^n l ft} b ui J p L unpifb^ni. J fiwncJ ni[ ulpjuij IfwptfMi^ ibp t^n pb p 
np supu putm-P/jHj Ifp ufuiut&uin.£ tfjiu i Op J p m'iitifitijtfuiii tfp < uiiiij.fiuffiJ ibp Joint 

Chahe Aajamian 
Fresno, CA 

Armenian Coins and Their Values is reviewed by the following: 

ESKIJIAN, Luther. Book Review, by Luther Eskijian. Armenian Life Weekly, Vol. X (14- 
19 June 1995), No. 37, p. 25; Asbarez, English section, Vol.87 (Saturday, 17 June 1995), 
No. 10,029, p. 5; Armenian Reporter Inf l Vol. XXVm (24 June 1955), No. 38, pp. 4, 24. 
SARYAN, Levon A. New Reference on Armenian Coins, by LAS. Armenian- Mirror 
Sspectator, Vol. LXTV (22 April 1995), No. 41 (3383), pp. 15 and 16; Armenian Reporter 
Inf l Vol. XXVIII (15 April 1955), No. 28, p. ; Armenian Weekly, Vol. LXV (22 April 
1995), No. 16 (29704), p. 9; New Reference Released, World Coin News, Vol. XXII (19 
June 1995), p. 8. 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Soci- 
ety, an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, 
Pico Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Edi- 
tors, Levon A. Saryan (Greenfield, Wl) and Henry Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subscrip- 
tions (individuals and institutions) $12.50 per year. Back issues available. ISSN 0884-0180. 
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MEETING NOTICE 


Date: Sept. 15, 1995, 8:00 P.M., Friday Evening 

Place: Holy cross Armenian Apostolic Cathedral 

Sunday School Room (near the Office, across Cathedral) 

900 W. Lincoln Avenue 
Montebello, CA 90640 
Phone: 310/695-0380 

Subject: Slide-illustrated lecture and exhibit on the "Coinage of the Artaxiad 

Dynasty of Armenia" 

mmrEiss 


Thank you very much for the offprint of your article on the bronzes of Tigranes II. 

... The overstrike information in your article was very interesting. Do you think 
Aradus served as a mint for Tigranes, or were Aradian bronzes the most commonly 
circulating in the Antioch area? 

Regarding the denominations of the Tigranes bronzes, I suspect that each type was 
employed for one denomination, i.e. the Tyche types are all one denomination, the 
Heracles, Nike, and palm branch types are probably all another denomination, and the 
cornucopia and wheat ear types are yet a third denomination. It is true that a few of the 
weights appear fall into the range of other denominations, but your figures look like 
normal weight distributions to me. There are always a few "outliers" that fall outside 
the expected weight range. The weight of bronze coinage was not carefully controlled 
because of its token character, and the practice of overstriking probably added to the 
irregularity, it is hard for me to imagine that every single small daily transaction 
involved the use of scales to determine the value of the bronze coinage involved. On the 
contrary, I suspect that users associated certain types and modules with certain values 
and that these coins were accepted at face value, not discounted or overvalued on the 
basis of their weights. 

I am involved in studies of both Seleucid and Ptolemaic bronzes right now. It may 
interest you to know that my colleagues and I have found several indicators that suggest 
that he chalkos was a very small coin, c. 2 grams or less in weight, at least in the third 
century, of course we are not entirely sure of this hypothesis yet, nor can we be certain 
that the values remained stable until the first century. If they did, however, your 
Armenian bronzes would have the following probable values: 

6.3-8.0 gm. oktachalkon = silver obol 

3.9-5. 1 gm. tetrachalcon = silver hemiobol 

2. 8-3. 6 gm. dichalkon = silver tetartemorion 

1.0-1.5 gm. chalkos = silver hemitetartemorion 

Thank you again for sharing this interesting article with me. 

Catharine C. Lorber 
Woodland Hills, CA 


Do you knw anyone who collects Armenian charity raffle ticket stubs? I would be 
very happy to trade stubs one for one with anyone who is interested. 

Levon A. Saryan 
Greenfield, WI 


ilatest news 

Dr. Levon A. Saryan lectured on "A Survey of the Coinage of Cilician Armenia" at a 
meeting of Women in Numismatics held in conjunction with the Central States 
Numismatic Society convention in Milwaukee, WI, Saturday, April 29, 1995, 8:00 A.M. 

Mr. Jack Guevrekian lectured on "Cilician Armenian Fortifications & Coins" at a 
meeting of New York chapter of Armenian Numismatic Society, held in conjunction 
with New York International Numismatic Convention in New York City, Saturday, 
May 6. 1995, 11.00 A.M. 
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SPECIFIC GRAVITY OF LEVON III TAKVORINS 

By Y. T. Nercessian 


A. Object . 

To determine the specific gravity of King Levon III takvorins. Specific gravity 
determination of a silver coin can be accomplished by the well-known method of 
Archimedes. 1 Because of the inherent nature of the experiment, readings are 
approximate and subject to error for various reasons. 


B. Procedure 

1. The balance used to make the determination is equipped with magnetic damping 
(Ohaus, Florham Park, NJ, Cent-O-gram, capacity 311 g., sensitivity 0.01 g.). 2 Before 
each reading is taken the instrument needs to be re-zeroed; if not the balance should 
be zeroed by turning the adjustment knob. Furthermore, the results are not very 
precise. 

2. The water was pure and distilled. The hanger suspended in distiled water was very 
fine and the suspensin wire was short. Coins were clean and free from grease. 


3. Readings, obained on July 28, 1994, are approximate and the third decimal figure 
only can be estimated. During calculation of specific gravity, readings are rounded 
to the second decimal figure. 



Fig. 1. Weight of coin in air 


Fig. 2 Weight of coin in water 


C. Method of validation 

Every measurement system has a built-in error. In order to determine the limits of 
error in our experimentation, three U.S. silver dimes (10 cent-piece) were tested. The 
advantage of these coins is that they have a known 2.50 grams weight (uncirculated), 


1 E. R. Caley, "Estimation of Composition of Ancient Metal Objects. Utility of Specific Gravity 
Measurements," Analytical Chemistry, Vol. XXIV (1952), pp. 676-681. 

2 Ohaus Specific Gravity Handbook (Florham Park, NJ, 1975), 16 pp. 
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10.31 specific gravity (90% silver). 3 4 We can compare our measurements and 
computations with this known figure. The results of tests conducted on these "control" 
coins are given in Table I. s.G. 

D. Sample computations 

1. Specific gravity 

W i = Weight of coin in air (Fig. 1) 

W 2 = Weight of coin in water (Fig. 2) 

SG = Specific gravity* 

SG = Wj + (Wj- W 2 ) 

= 2.600 + (2.600 - 2.345) 

= 2.600 + 0.255 
= 10.20 

SG of 10.20 from Graph 1 
= 85%, 7% less than 92% 

20 40 60 80 100 AR% 

Error of SG 

= 10.31 (92%) - 10.20 (85%) = 0.11 or 7% Graph 1. Silver content of coins 

2. Average silver content or specific gravity 

Add all specific gravity results (SG, %AR) and divide each sum by 109. 

3. Average .deviation 

Negative deviation. Subtract from each coin SG the average SG. Add all negative 
differences. Divide this sum by the tortal number of coins with an SG less than the 
average SG. 

Positive deviation. Subtract from each coin SG the average SG. Add all negative 
differences. Add all positive differences. Divide this sum by the total number of coins 
with an SG greater than the average SG. 



Table I. Specific gravity data comparison standard 


Coin 

w, 

W 2 

SG 

Standard SG 

Error SG 

%AR ±%Error 

US 1964 dime 

2.600 

2.345 

10.20 

10.31 

-0.11 

85 

-7 

US 1944 dime 

2.420 

2.185 

10.29 

10.31 

-0.01 

91.2 

-0.8 

US 1943 dime 

2.440 

2.205 

10.38 

10.31 

+0.07 

96.2 

+4.2 


E. Sources of Error 

1. The densities of silver and copper are very close to each other (10.49 and 8.96). 

2. Coins typically contain metals other than silver and copper (for example silicon, 
chlorine, and lead). The calculation assumes that the alloy composition consists of 
only silver and copper. 

3. Silver coins, such as King Levon III takvorins, when buried for several centuries 
are subject to corrosion, expansion, leaching, and other chemical changes which 


3 ibid.\ also R. S. Yeoman, A Guide Book of United States Coins, 36th edition (Racine, WI, 1983), pp. 110 and 
112 . 

4 ibid, and Caley. 
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may affect the specific gravity and make calculations of silver content less 
accurate. 

4. The specific gravity accuracy is greater when the silver content is very high. The 
result may be unsatisfactory when the silver content is very low as is the case for 
Armenian takvorins. 

5. Finally, the reader should keep in mind that the system has a certain amount of 
built-in error which in the worst case could be as high as 11% (see below, section F). 
Regardless of this shortcoming, the figures obtained should give a general idea 
about the specific gravity and silver content of Levon III takvorins. 

F. Measured data and calculated results 

Based on the results of Table I, the range of silver varies from -7% to +4.2%, or a 
total maximum range of 11.2%. This is the accuracy of our measurement system. 

Levon III takvorins, catalogued recently by Y. T. Nercessian, 6 were subjected to the 
specific gravity test; and data pertaining to these 109 coins are published in Table II. 
The coin numbers correspond to those in the original article. 


No 

Table II. 
Bed No 

Specific gravity data of Levon III takvorins 
W, W 3 SG 

%AR 

001 

1734 

2.595 

2.320 

9.61 

48.5 

002 

1734 

2.575 

2.305 

9.53 

43.5 

003 

1734 

2.515 

2.260 

9.86 

64 

004 

1734 

2.525 

2.265 

9.71 

54.8 

005 

1734 

2.500 

2.220 

9.61 

48.5 

006 

1734 

2.630 

2.360 

9.74 

56.5 

007 

1734 

2.450 

2.190 

9.42 

36.8 

008 

1734 

2.420 

2.165 

9.49 

41 

009 

1734 

2.590 

2.320 

9.59 

47.5 

010 

1736V 

1.970 

1.760 

9.38 

34.5 

Oil 

1736 

2.560 

2.300 

9.84 

62.6 

012 

1736 

2.510 

2.245 

9.47 

40 

013 

1736V 

2.635 

2.365 

9.76 

57.6 

014 

1736V 

2.525 

2.265 

9.71 

54.8 

015 

1739 

2.550 

2.280 

9.44 

38 

016 

1740 

2.690 

2.410 

9.60 

48 

017 

1740 

2.635 

2.366 

9.79 

59.5 

018 

1740 

2.450 

2.190 

9.42 

36.8 

019 

1740 

2.560 

2.296 

9.70 

54 

020 

1740 

2.470 

2.210 

9.50 

41.5 

021 

1740 

2.465 

2.210 

9.67 

52.5 

022 

1740 

2.448 

2.185 

9.67 

52.5 

023 

1741 

2.415 

2.165 

9.66 

51.7 

024 

1741 

2.566 

2.300 

9.65 

51 

025 

1741 

2.560 

2.295 

9.67 

52.5 

026 

1741 

2.275 

2.040 

9.68 

52.7 

027 

1741 

2.350 

2.110 

9.79 

59.5 

028 

1741 

2.480 

2.215 

9.36 

33 

029 

1741 

2.520 

2.250 

9.33 

31 

030 

1741 

2.560 

2.300 

9.85 

63.4 

5 Y. 

T. Nercessian, "A Hoard of Levon HI Takvorins," 

Armenian 

Numismatic Journal, 

Series I, Vol. 

XVni (March 1992), No. 1, pp. 3-14, pi. I. 
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No 

Bed No 

w, 

w 2 

SG 

%AR 

031 

1741 

2.420 

2.165 

9.49 

41 

032 

1741 

2.405 

2.160 

9.81 

61 

033 

1743 

2.430 

2.180 

9.72 

55.4 

034 

1743 

2.380 

2.125 

9.33 

31 

035 

1743 

2.405 

2.160 

9.81 

61 

036 

1743 

2.552 

2.292 

9.81 

61 

037 

1744 

2.435 

2.175 

9.37 

33.5 

038 

1745 

2.635 

2.360 

9.58 

46.5 

039 

1745 

2.480 

2.220 

9.54 

44.3 

040 

1745 

2.430 

2.180 

9.72 

55.4 

041 

1745 

2.460 

2.210 

9.84 

62.6 

042 

1745V 

2.405 

2.155 

9.62 

49 

043 

1747a 

2.410 

2.164 

9.80 

60.2 

044 

1747a 

2.720 

2.430 

9.38 

34.5 

045 

1749V 

2.325 

2.085 

9.68 

52 

046 

1758 

2.480 

2.225 

9.72 

55.4 

047 

1758a 

2.280 

2.045 

9.70 

54 

048 

1759a 

2.430 

2.180 

9.72 

55.4 

049 

1763 

2.640 

2.365 

9.60 

48 

050 

1763 

2.628 

2.354 

9.59 

47.5 

051 

1763 

2.355 

2.105 

9.42 

36.8 

052 

1763 

2.475 

2.223 

9.82 

61.5 

053 

1763 

2.180 

1.950 

9.48 

40.3 

054 

1763 

2.465 

2.205 

9.48 

40.3 

055 

1763 

1.895 

1.690 

9.24 

25.6 

056 

1763 

1.745 

1.565 

9.69 

53.5 

057 

1763 

1.780 

1.595 

9.62 

49 

058 

1763V 

2.800 

2.510 

9.66 

51.7 

059 

1763V 

2.525 

2.255 

9.35 

32.5 

060 

1766V 

2.483 

2.230 

9.81 

61 

061 

1766V 

2.445 

2.185 

9.40 

35.5 

062 

1768 

2.050 

1.835 

9.53 

43.5 

063 

1769V 

2.174 

1.957 

9.49 

41 

064 

1772a 

2.205 

1.972 

9.46 

39.2 

065 

1774V 

2.365 

2.120 

9.61 

48.5 

066 

1775a 

2.490 

2.235 

9.76 

57.6 

067 

1775a 

2.595 

2.330 

9.79 

59.5 

068 

1775a 

2.560 

2.300 

9.85 

63.4 

069 

1775b 

2.505 

2.250 

9.82 

61.5 

070 

1777 

2.560 

2.290 

9.48 

40.3 

071 

1777 

2.520 

2.260 

9.69 

53.5 

072 

1777 

2.505 

2.250 

9.82 

61.5 

073 

1777 

2.492 

2.238 

9.81 

61 

074 

1777 

2.445 

2.185 

9.40 

35.5 

075 

1777 

2.500 

2.245 

9.80 

60.2 

076 

1778 

2.555 

2.290 

9.64 

50.5 

077 

1778 

2.570 

2.300 

9.52 

42.8 

078 

1778 

2.475 

2.220 

9.70 

54 

079 

1778 

2.375 

2.130 

9.69 

53.5 

080 

1778aV 

2.490 

2.230 

9.58 

46.5 

081 

1779 

2.525 

2.262 

9.60 

48 

082 

1779 

2.445 

2.195 

9.78 

59 

083 

1780V 

2.415 

2.170 

9.86 

64 

084 

1789V 

2.545 

2.270 

9.25 

26.5 

085 

1789V 

2.655 

2.370 

9.31 

30.5 
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No 

Bed No 

w, 

w 2 

SG 

%AR 

086 

1789V 

2.590 

2.320 

9.59 

47.5 

087 

1789V 

2.620 

2.345 

9.53 

43.5 

088 

1790b 

2.275 

2.040 

9.68 

52.7 

089 

1791V 

2.480 

2.226 

9.76 

57.6 

090 

1791V 

2.475 

2.220 

9.70 

54 

091 

1791V 

2.520 

2.260 

9.69 

53.5 

092 

1791V 

2.515 

2.250 

9.49 

41 

093 

1793V 

2.490 

2.230 

9.58 

46.5 

094 

1793V 

2.565 

2.300 

9.68 

52.7 

095 

1794V 

2.560 

2.295 

9.66 

51.7 

096 

1794V 

2.515 

2.255 

9.67 

52.5 

097 

1794V 

2.500 

2.245 

9.80 

60.2 

098 

1794V 

2.445 

2.190 

9.59 

47.5 

099 

1795V 

2.455 

2.200 

9.63 

49.7 

100 

1795V 

2.560 ' 

2.295 

9.66 

51.7 

101 

1795V 

2.675 

2.400 

9.73 

56 

102 

1796V 

2.675 

2.400 

9.73 

56 

103 

1796aV 

2.315 

2.075 

9.65 

51 

104 

1796b 

2.542 

2.275 

9.52 

43 

105 

1800 

2.510 

2.245 

9.47 

40 

106 

1800a 

2.455 

2.205 

9.82 

61.5 

107 

1800b 

2.445 

2.190 

9.59 

47.5 

108 

1800b 

2.405 

2.155 

9.62 

49 

109 

1800b 

2.390 

2.135 

9.37 

33.5 


Reviewing the information tabulated above (Table II), there appears to be a wide 
range of silver content fluctuation from 25.6% (SG 9.24) minimum to 64% (SG 9.86) 
maximum, having 49.23% (SG 9.62) as the average value, -0.147 (-8.68%) and +0.118 
(+7.04%) as the average deviation for 109 coins. 

G. Discussion and conclusion 

Specific gravity determination was also conducted on a Levon III takvorin which 
had been chemically analyzed using SEM-EDS. 6 Using the method described the specific 
gravity was 9.72 or 55.2% silver content, whereas the SEM-EDS (scanning electron 
microscopy with energy dispersive X-ray spectrometry) reading for the same coin was 
93.1/94.2% silver content. The discrepancy of 38% can be explained by selective 
enrichment of the silver surface with preferential loss of copper after cleaning. 

It is worth noting that the information presented here does not contradict and is in 
total agreement with the silver content determinations by specific gravity that P. Z. 
Bedoukian 7 has noted for the silver coins of Levon III. Bedoukian conducted specific 
gravity tests with a similar method. He experimented with three takvorins of Levon III 
and obtained 50, 52, and 56 percent result. 

If the edges of several coins are scraped and chemically analyzed using SEM-EDS 
method, a more reliable and detailed result will be obtained, and the metallurgy of 
Armenian coins will be known with certainty. Eventually, this procedure should be 
utilized to analyze all Cilician Armenian coins. This should be a promising and 
challenging project for the future. 


6 Y. T. Nercessian, "Copper-Surfaced Armenian Coins," Armenian Numismatic Journal , Series I. Vol XX 
(September 1994), No. 3, pp. 53-61, pi. VH. ... 

P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York, 1962), p. 91, 111. 
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PROVENANCE OF THE 1873 
SIBILIAN HOARD OF LEVON I TRAMS 


In the early 1870s, a hoard of over 500 silver trams of Levon I of Cilician Armenia 
(1198-1219) was discovered in western Asia Minor. The find was reported by nineteenth 
century Armenian numismatic scholar Mekhitarist Father Clement Sibilian. 1 This 
may well be the first Armenian coin hoard discussed in the literature, and is certainly 
one of few for which a find spot distant from Cilicia proper is attested. Sibilian studied 
the hoard very carefully shortly after its discovery and summarized his observations in 
letters to a colleague. Today, about half of the hoard coins (circa 232 pieces) are 
preserved in the Mekhitarist Museum of Venice, 2 probably 30 pieces repose in the 
Mekhitarist Museum in Vienna, and 50 pieces are possibly in the Istanbul Museum. 
This brief article discusses the provenance of this hoard and attempts to clarify some 
confusion that has arisen regarding the find spot. 

Father Sibilian, of the Vienna Mekhitarist Congregation, is credited with 'the 
foundation of the classification of Cilician Armenian coins. Unfortunately, in 1870 his 
personal diary was lost in one of the many fires which struck Constantinople. We have 
only a few of his numismatic writings at our disposal: some early articles, 3 his book, 
Classification of Roupenian Coins, completed in 1876 and published posthumously by 


1 Fr. Clement Sibilian, Classification of Roupenian Coins (Vienna, 1892), pp. 10-1 1 (in Armenian). 

2 Paul Z. Bedoukian ( Armenian Coin Hoards (Los Angeles, 1987), pp. 32-33) provides a summary listing of 
the inscription varieties of 232 trams in the Venice collection identified from this hoard. In 1958, while he was 
visiting the Museum of San Lazzaro in Venice and making impressions of their numismatic collection for his 
book, Bedoukian noticed that practically all of their Levon I trams had "a uniform dull grey color indicating 
that they belonged to one group." 

Several years previously, numismatist Berj Garabetian had extensively studied and classified the Venice 
collection (see The Ancient Armenian Coin Collection of the San Lazzaro Museum of the Venice Mekhitarist 
Order Roupenian Coins," Bazmavep (1952), Nos. 7-9, pp. 158-159 (in Armenian, and come to the same 
conclusion: 

"The collection possess 284 two-lion trams, 46 of which are duplicates. They are divided into 24 
groups, 14 subgroups, and 136 varieties. The majority of the coins belong to that coin hoard about 
which Fr. Sibilian gave only a very brief description. This largest hoard of Armenian coins of its day 
discovered in Asia Minor was thought to be lost, since there is no mention of it either in General List of 
the Vienna Mekhitarist Museum or in Basmadjian's book, General Armenian Numismatics. In an article 
written in June of 1951 published in Hask (February 1952, p. 51) I raised the following question: ‘Which 
were the 500 silver tarns of Levon the Great belonging to the hoard discovered along the route of the 
railway under construction from Izmit to Ankara, of which there were 1 4 principal varieties, and where 
are the coins today?’ 

Within a few months we received the answer to the above question. Last year, as I was studying the 
two-lion trams of Levon the Great in San Lazzaro, I had a surprising premonition which I kept repeating 
to the monk who was assisting me: These coins do not appear to be a collection that was accumulated 
one by one. They have the appearance of coins from a hoard.’ I must have spoken so much about the 
possibility of a hoard that to satisfy my curiosity His Grace Father Hmayag Vartabed Gedikian decided 
to open the Alishan archive. After a search of many days, we found all of those documents which 
proved our suspicion that the majority of these trams belonged to the important Izmit-Ankara hoard. In 
the present report I cannot speak any further about this hoard, for this would require a series of 
separate articles. Here we can only state the existence of the coins, and our pleasure that through our 
efforts they were rediscovered." 

3 See Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature (Los Angeles, 1984), Nos. 321, 
553, 686, 962, 964, 966, for abstracts of these articles. 
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Father Krikoris Kalemkiarian in 1892, 4 5 his letters to Mekhitarist Father Abraham 
Charian (1851-1852), 6 and his letters to Father Simon Antonian (1868-1876). 6 The 
discovery of this informative correspondence partially fills the lacuna caused by the 
loss of his diary, and gives reason to hope that additional numismatic correspondence 
existing the Mekhitarist archives. 

In Sibilian's day, as in our own, hoards of Armenian coins were occasionally 
unearthed in the Middle East. Such finds were usually consigned to the melting pot for 
their silver content, and several have been lost to science in this fashion. This same fate 
awaited a hoard of Levon trams discovered in the 1870s, except for the fact that at that 
time, the workers and officials of the Ottoman mint were mostly Armenians. When the 
Armenian inscription on the coins was discovered, the melting ceased and the mint 
director, Mihran Bey Diuzian, purchased the coins by paying their equivalent value to 
the Ottoman treasury. In this way, most of the hoard was preserved. 

Shortly after the discovery, Sibilian requested and was granted permission to 
examine the coins in detail. A brief summary of his findings and their significance 
was published in 1892 in Classification of Roupenian Coins: 7 

"A few years ago, on the railroad route under construction from Iznimit to 
Ankara, or nearby, 500 Levon I silver trams 8 were found in an earthen pot, of which 
all were of the fifth type, 9 and after careful classification were found to have 14 
principal variations. It is worth keeping in mind that of these 500 pieces not even one 
was a double tram, a half-double tram, or a coronation tram; every one was of the 
fifth type and many more than half were of non-artistic style and sometimes nearly 
barbaric in style.... Looking carefully at these 500 pieces, small differences in style, 
which gradually diverge from each other, are seen; in this manner, the relationship 
between the semi-artistic and non-artistic coins is evident. 

Since these non-artistic coins had formerly been found here and there as random 
pieces, it was possible to suppose that they belonged to a Levon of later date. But now 
this is no longer plausible, since if these non-artistic coins were of the later kings 
such as Levon III and Levon IV, we should have found in this hoard at least some 
Hetoum-Zabel trams or other Levon types, such as those with a horse and rider. 

To the contrary, only artistic and semi-artistic Levons were found [with the non- 
artistic coins], and all carry the same principal type. Thus it is apparent that this 
hoard should be attributed to the later years of the reign of Levon I; that is, it was 
buried circa 1215-1219 A.D. and for this reason contains only coins of the regular 
tram type." 

This brief notice illustrates how Sibilian reasoned from the content of the hoard to 
classify and arrange the coins of the rulers of Cilician Armenia. But there is more to 
the story, as is made clear from the excerpts below, taken from three letters that 


4 See above, note 1 . 

5 Fr. Sahak Djemdjemian, "Father Clement Sibilian's Letters Addressed to Father Abraham Charian, 
Venice," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Seres I, Vol. XV (1989), pp. 79-88. 

6 Fr. Gregory Manian, "The Sibilian Letters: Some Excepts from the Letters of Fr. Clement Sibilian 
Addressed to Fr. Simon Antonian," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Seres I, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 17-28. Also 
Paul Z. Bedoukian, "Father Sibilian and the Study of Armenian Numismatics," Armenian Numismatic Journal, 
Vol. IV (1978), pp. 29-33. 

7 See above, note 1 . 

8 In keeping with the custom of his day, Sibilian refers to King Levon I (1198-1219 AD.) as Levon II. All 
references in this article are converted to the currently accepted numbering scheme. 

9 These are the regular trams of Levon, with the seated king obverse and two rampant lions on the 
reverse. 
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Sibilian 10 wrote to his friend Mekhitarist Father Simon Antonian of Neusatz. In a letter 
dated July 1, 1873 from Constantinople, Sibilian announces the discovery of the hoard: 

"Of course you have heard that a railroad track is being built from Izmir to 
Ankara. During the construction of that railway, the workers, others say a 
landowner, found old coins in a jar, 531 silver pieces, all trams of the Roupenian 
King Levon I. All these are of the one type, namely the king seated on a throne and 
on the reverse two rampant lions. On a few of these the Ibhij (LEVN) inscription is 
written; only one piece has 4U.3U08 (HAYAOTz); on all others are written 413.308 
(HAYOTz). These coins were sent to Constantinople in an earthen jar. The customs 
official selected 50 of them for the coin cabinet of the government, and sent the 
remainder to the mint to be melted down. According to what I heard a few were 
melted. Later, seeing that there were Armenian letters on the coins, they notified 
Diuz Mihran Bey, who paid the equivalent value in silver and kept them. Hearing 
this, I went to Mihran Bey and asked him for permission to examine the coins one 
by one. Yesterday I received a note and today I will go to the mint to examine them. I 
will determine the inscriptions of all the trams with their most minute variations 
and later I will send you the list. If possible, I will purchase at least a part of 
them...." 

Sibilian went to the mint and studied the coins in detail. As he had promised, he sent 
a report to Antonian in a letter * 11 dated from Constantinople on July 12, 1873: 

"... As I mentioned, I went to the mint and they brought out the Armenian coins. I 
examined them continuously for four hours and noted even the smallest differences; 
I did not find anything noteworthy. You know that this sort of news is reported in the 
numismatic newsletters; accordingly, if you wish you may kindly inform the 
Vienna [Numismatic] Society. The museum here had selected 50 silver pieces and 
sent the rest to the mint to be melted, but Mihran Bey, by giving their equivalent 
value, kept them. [There are] 450 coins of Levon I, of which not even one is a double 
tram. Similarly, there is not one of the coronation trams, and there are no half 
trams. [The coins] are all of the king seated on a throne, with the inscription LUWVu 
f^uq.uhnn 4US08 (LEVON TAKAVOR HAYOTz), and on the reverse MU.PO r inhffrP < Li 
U-USObtrOS (GAROGhOUTPN ASDOUDzOY) with double rampant lions, and crosses 
on each side [on the coins]. You must realize that what I have written pertains only to 
those which were at the mint, since I have not yet had an opportunity to examine 
those which are at the museum. 

Virtually every variety is already known to us except for one variation, which 
you have not seen: that is, with stars in the inscription IbNVu ffrU.q.UKIP *413.8*08 
(LEVON TAKAVOR *HAY*OTz). Of this type without the letter h (V) in Levon 
(Ibfl'u — LEON) there are five examples, only two of which are clear. 12 Likewise, of the 
4l3.3U.n8 (HAYAOTz) there are two; of the Ibhffu l<H3,q.nP I3.l3*b‘ul3.8\j 413.308 (LEVON 
TAKOR AMENAYN HAYOTz), there are three of which one is very clear. 

Beside these, the most minute variations include: LbMVu f»U.9.U.bnP 413.808, 413.08, 
413.30, 413.3, 4U, 40S, 4U3U.80 similarly UUPnaOMfrfVu UUSObtrOS, UUSOMroJ 

uusnbfr, uusnb, uusn, u.us, uusntr, uusotro (levon takavor hayotz, 


10 Manian, pp. 23, 28. 

11 Manian, pp. 24, 28. 

12 This is a very important revelation, for it clearly confirms the correctness of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian's 
attribution of the anomalous Bedoukian 569-573b types to late in the reign of King Levon I. See Coinaqe of 

Oilman Armenia (New York, 1 962), pp. 72, 1 98. Also see Paul Z. Bedoukian, Selected Numismatic Studies 
(Los Angeles, 1981), pp. 355-356. 
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HAOTz, HAYO, HAY, HA, HOTz, HAYATzO, similarly GAROGHOUTPN 
ASDOUDzOY, ASDOUDzO, ASDOUDz, ASDOU, ASDO, ASD, ASDODz, ASDODzO. 

Of the principle type there are three variations only. One of these is with refined 
art, on which the king's head and beard are always carefully fashioned with dots; of 
these there are barely 100. Among these are the second type which have thicker letters 
with a certain style; of these there are barely 20. The 4U8U.fl6 (HAYAOTz) coins are 
of this variety. The greatest number of the coins are of average or barbaric style on 
which the king's head is wide and the beard is drawn with a semicircular line. It 
seems that these coins were prepared hurriedly during the later period of the king’s 
rule. Of these, more than 200 are worn and poorly preserved.... Mihran Bey does not 
want to sell them, but I want to acquire at least a few pieces. When I see the coins in 
the museum, I will write to you." 

In a third letter, dated July 12/24 from Constantinople, Sibilian 13 makes a final 
comment about the hoard: 

"Of the Roupenian silvers that were found, Mihran Bey gave me only 30 as a gift." 

Sibilian's letters allow us to estimate the date of discovery of the hoard more closely 
and confirm several facts about the provenance of the hoard, but at the same time they 
introduce some confusion about the location where the hoard was discovered. It seems 
fair to date the hoard discovery in the spring of 1873, since the coins had been received at 
the mint prior to July of that year. Sibilian gives an exact figure for the number of coins 
discovered (531) and states his observation that the hoard consisted only of regular type 
Levon I trams, with (using the stylistic terminology adopted by Bedoukian) artistic, 
semi-artistic, non-artistic, and distinctive style coins. Sibilian's numismatic expertise 
was highly regarded in Constantinople; in 1874, he was invited to prepare the catalogue 
of the important 5700 piece ancient coin collection of Subhy Pasha, and in 1876, the 
sultan of Turkey appointed Sibilian Assistant Director of the Ottoman Museum. We can 
therefore presume that he had access to the 50 pieces that had been retained by the 
government museum. Had he found any unusual types among those coins, he would 
have mentioned it in is book or letters. 14 

In Classification of Roupenian Coins, Sibilian reported that the hoard was discovered 
between Izmit (Iznimit or ancient Nicomedia, located on the eastern shore of the Sea of 
Marmara in northwestern Asia Minor) and Ankara. In the transcribed letters, however, 
the find spot is described as being between Izmir (ancient Smyrna on the Aegean coast, 
situated about 300 kilometers southwest of Izmit) and Ankara. While these locations are 
significantly different, either would place the hoard in western Asia Minor more than 
700 kilometers from Cilicia. It is therefore of some interest and importance to attempt to 
clarify the confusion about the find spot. 

This writer believes that the hoard must have been discovered in the vicinity of Izmit, 
and not Izmir, and probably not near Ankara. This at least, is the conclusion that 
emerges when one traces the history of railway development in Ottoman Asia Minor in 
the nineteenth century. According to Professor Morris Jastrow, one of the earliest 
railroads in northwestern Asia Minor was a 91 kilometer line laid between 1871 and 
1873 from Haidar Pasha (near Scutari, located just across the Bosporus from 
Constantinople) to Izmit under the supervision of the distinguished German engineer 
Dr. Wilhelm von Pressel. The line was built for the Ottoman government specifically to 


13 Manian, pp. 24, 28. 

14 In Coinage of Cilician Armenia, pp. 113-114, Bedoukian provides inter alia the inventory of Levon I silver 
pieces in the Istanbul Museum collection. A further indication of the lack of any unusual Levon I types in 
Sibilian's hoard is that, as recently as 1962, the Istanbul Archaeological Museum owned just a single 
example of the rarer types of Levon trams (a half double tram), in a collection comprising of 1 836 pieces. 
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give the then reigning Sultan Abdul Aziz easy access to his shooting box at Izmit. 16 A 
concession was granted to extend this railway to the cities of Ankara and Konia in 
central Asia Minor, and completed for the Ottoman government under von Pressel’s 
direction a few years later. 16 The initial 91 kilometer line was later incorporated into 
the famous Bagdad Railway project, which was to extend from Constantinople to Konia, 
pass through Cilicia, and head toward Bagdad and the Persian Gulf. Other railways 
were under construction around the same time in western Asia Minor. One was a short 
stretch from Mudania to Brousa (west of Izmit), decreed in 1871 and begun in 1873 but 
soon suspended. 17 Concessions had been granted to English companies to build short 
railways from Smyrna to the nearby towns of Aidin (1856) and Kassaba (1863); 
construction was completed and operation begun on both lines in 1866. A request was 
made in 1891 to extend the Smyrna- Aidin line inland as far as Konia, which was not 
granted. Thus no direct or indirect route between Izmir and Ankara appears to have 
been proposed or initiated in the 1870s. 18 In 1873, when the Sibilian hoard was discovered, 
work to extend the Izmit to Ankara line had just begun (and was not completed^ 9 until 
1892), indicating that most of the construction activity at that date was near Izmit. This 
suggests quite strongly that the hoard was excavated in the vicinity of Izmit. 

It is helpful to keep in mind that, while the grinding poverty and legendary 
ignorance of the average Turkish peasant remain much as they were in the nineteenth 
century, some other factors have changed. In particular, ancient and medieval coins are 
now worth so much on the international numismatic market that melting has been 
replaced by dispersal through smuggling to Europe. Since governments often make it 
illegal to unearth and disperse archaeological finds, finders resort to multiple secret 
transactions to realize a profit. Hoards and random finds are discreetly exported to the 
West, during the course of which they are picked over for choice examples and 
adulterated with lower quality material. The integrity of hoards is thus compromised, 
and reliable information about their provenance is lost. All this helps to conceal the 
identity of the finder (who is probably searching for more treasure) and his whereabouts 
from the authorities. Today, find spots are almost never reliably revealed except in the 
context of an official archaeological excavation. 

In Sibilian's day, there was no such reason to conceal the find spot of a hoard. The 
principal hazard to a hoard was the melting pot; if the coins were not melted or 
dispersed, they might survive as an intact group along with knowledge of the 
circumstances of discovery. In this fashion about half of this hoard (which I propose be 
named the Sibilian hoard in honor of the scholar who first revealed its contents to the 
numismatic world) has fortunately been preserved in museums for future study. 

It is also worth pointing out that much of the information about this hoard was 
revealed in documents from the rich Mekhitarist archives in Venice and Vienna. From 
Vienna we retrieved Sibilian’s letters containing his initial analysis of the hoard; from 
Venice, still unpublished documents in the Alishan file record that the bulk of the 
Sibilian hoard had found its way from the collection of Mihran Bey to the San Lazzaro 
Museum. What other numismatic documents repose in these archives awaiting research 
and publication? We can be certain that, in this respect, we have only scratched the 

Qll T*T Q O P 

LEVON A. SARYAN, Ph.D. 


15 Morris Jastrow, The War and the Bagdad Railway (Philadelphia, 1917), pp. 82-83, 86-87. Also, see 
Yaqub N. Karkar, Railway Development in the Ottoman Empire 1856-1914 (New York, 1 972), pp. 64-76 

16 William H. Hall, ed., Reconstruction in Turkey: A Series of Reports Compiled for the American 
Committee of Armenian and Syrian fle//e/(New York, 1918), p. 95; Jastrow, p. 82. 

17 Hall, p. 90. 

18 Hall, pp. 90-91. 

19 Hall, p. 96. 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


14 SARYAN, Levon A. Armenian Coin Lecture. Armenian Reporter Inti Vol. XXVIII 
(18 March 1995), p. 15. 

In a press release it is announced that Dr. Leon S ary an will lecture on Armenian coins 
on 29 April 1995, in Milwaukee. The slide illustrated talk will discuss coins struck by 
the rulers of Cilician Armenia (1080-1375). YTN 

PhpPbpm. in pm.uib b tuhm.gnt.if ntf if p jiu junu put pnuub fnlfui- fLnh U at P hill'll uffnnfi rfuiuiu- 

fuou£ <uijlftulfiuh rj. pm it'll b pm. if mufti 29 Uufpfif 1995 p. W fifnLOff, fuiifuif/ih it££i fm-uuiufuiutlfb p- 

h b pn l <utuihq.uilfni.ph uijp piuhuifuouni.pfiL.iip uffiutfi fhhuiplf$ If ft fft If ft uih £iu jiuumiuhfi mft piulfiu /- 

hh pm. If n if if £ Ifuipnt-iub ifpiuifhbpp (1080-1376)i bPb 

15 SARYAN, Levon A. Central States to Offer Vast Educational Array. Numismatic 
News, Vol. 44 (25 April 1995), No. 17, p. 18. 

See abstract of No. 14. 

16 SARYAN, Levon A. Collectors' Comer — 1: Earthquake Commemorative Coin 
Honors Armenian Victims; 2: Matenadaran Coin Commemorates Armenian 
literature; III: David of Sassoun Monument Featured on 1991 Coin, by Levon A. 
Saiyan. Armenian Mirror Spectator, Vol. LXI (19 June, 26 June, 3 July 1993), Nos. 
3292, 3293, 3294, respectively; p. 3 of each issue, illus. 

See ANJ Vol. XK (1993), p. 88, abstract of No. 14. 

17 SARYAN, Levon A. Lecture on Armenian Coins. Armenian Mirror-Spectator, Vol. 
LXIV (18 March 1995), No. 36 (3378), p. 10. 

See abstract of No. 14. 

18 SARYAN, Levon A. Lecture on Armenian Coins Slated. Armenian Weekly, Vol. LXV 
(18 March 1995), No. 11 (29699). p. 5. 

See abstract of No. 14. 

19 SARYAN, Levon A. S ary an to Speak to WIN. Numismatic News, Vol. 44 (21 
February 1995), No. 8, p. 54. 

See abstract of No. 14. 


20 SARYAN, Levon A. Armenia Issuing Currency Once Again, by L. A. Saryan. Bank 
Note Reporter, Vol. XXD (July 1994), pp. 1, 36, 38, 40, illus. 

The following bank notes of the third Armenian republic are described: 10 drams 
(showing the pictures of Yerevan Railroad station and the statue of David of 
Sassoun/Mt. Ararat), 25 drams (Urartian monument), 50 drams (State Museum of 
Armenian History building/govemment building), 100 dr ams (Zvartnots* church and 
Mt. Ararat/ Spendlarian opera theater), and 200 drams (St. Hripsime church). YTN 

X/lfiupiuifpni-tub b ii ^lujtuuwiuh ft hppnq £iuh piuufb tnm.ph uih P qjt tu if ptutfhb p p— 10 rfpiuif 
(ufiuutlfb pnuuib bpb-uihft b p Ifiu p nLiffi fi Ifiu j tup tub p L 1/iuuni.hgfi 'htui.pfi tu p&iuh p/ U,piu ptum fbnp ), 
25 rfpiuif (fji.puipinni.fi j n l fiu p itiuh p) t 60 if punt (£ui jiu umiuh ft V) ui in if n L p b uih tybwiulfiuh 
P uih tfiu p uih fih fih ^p/ Ifiun-iuifiu puilfiuh 100 j fpuiif (jJnLiu p phn g fi blfb tfb g fj fib L. \Jpiupium 

fbpp/ U ufbhuifiiupbiuh oifibpiujfih ftbfp) h. 200 if punt (U . £n.fnfiu fnf £ blfbqbgfib)\ bPXi 


21 SARYAN, Levon A. What Colors? by Scott S. Brown; Armenia's Colors, by Leon A. 
Saryan. World CoinNews, Vol. XXI (15 August 1994), No. 17, p. 4; (12 September 1994), 
No. 19, p. 4. 

In response to a letter from a reader, Saiyan describes the colors of Armenia's coat of 

arms. YTN 
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September 30, 1981 was an exciting day for Armenian coin collectors. On that day, 
Munzen und Medaillen 1 of Basel, Switzerland conducted Auction 12, which included 
some of the finest known examples of the ancient and medieval periods of Armenian 
numismatics. According to the catalogue, this was the first time in the twentieth century 
that a collection of this quality and rarity was offered at auction. Prior to this, the last 
known important auction of Armenian material was conducted by Adolph Weyl in Ber- 
lin, on January 14, 1879, which included 39 Roupenian coins. 2 

The catalogue listed 135 coins (110 lots) from the Artaxiad and Roupenian dynasties. 
The ancient period included 14 coins, 13 belonging to Tigranes II the Great and one 
bronze of Tigranes IV. The Cilician Armenian coins numbered 121 pieces (96 lots). All 
of the Cilician kings were well represented in this auction. Note that some of the lots 
contained 2 or 3 coins. 

The highlight of the auction was a very rare silver tram of Gosdantin I. The cata- 
logue included other rarities: Tigranes II, a tetradrachm with very large flan (31 mm) 
displaying a superb portrait of proud and imperial countenance; drachma of Tigranes 
II; a bronze where king's crown has four spikes (Nike reverse), and other bronzes all in 
superb condition; Tigranes IV, Heracles (Vahagn); Baron Levon II, copper; King Levon 
I, a double tram with lion reversed, and half tram; Hetoum-Kaikhusrew, half tram; Sm- 
pad, a coronation tram; Oshin, coronation tram; Levon II, half tram; Hetoum II, billon; 
Guy, takvorin and pogh; Levon the Usurper, takvorin and pogh; Levon V, billon. 

Some comments about the estimated and realized prices: Tigranes II large flan ex- 
tremely fine tetradrachm, estimated S.F. 4,500 (sold for S.F. 10,500); a very fine copper 
coin of Baron Levon II estimated at 5,000 (not sold ); King Levon I, an FDC double tram 
with reversed lion, estimated at 3,000 (sold for S.F. 2,200), a very fine half tram esti- 
mated at 6,000 (sold for 4,500); a very fine Hetoum-Kaikhusrew half tram estimated at 
5,000 (not sold); an extremely fine Gosdantin I tram estimated at 16,000 (not sold); about 
very fine pogh of Guy estimated at 6,000 (sold for 4,700); a very fine pogh of Levon the 
Usurper estimated at 5,000 (not sold). Among these coins the lowest price realized was 
the double tram of Levon I with reversed lion. The gold and silver bullion markets, as 
well as coins, had skyroketed in price; ancient coins and among them Armenian coins 
were subject to the same trend. The prices seem to be extremely high, as one can see 
from the catalogue. As if to underscore this point, only 48 lots (44%) were sold in the auc- 
tion. The prevailing conversion rate at the time was S.F. 1.00=US$ 0.56. 

It is not indicated to whom the collection belonged nor who catalogued the Armenian 
coins. An accurate and well-written historical introduction to the collection was pro- 
vided. It is obvious that the catalogue and Armenian legends were prepared by an expert 
in Armenian coins. The entire auction list was composed under the careful direction of 
Dr. Georges B. S6gal. The catalogue is professionally prepared: each coin was illus- 
trated, and Greek and Armenian legends, Bedoukian corpus numbers, metrological 
data, and rarity indicated. 


.The statistical data is tabulated and offered to our readers as a useful guide to pre- 
vailing prices in 1981 and for posterity. 

Y. T. NERCESSLAN 


1 Munzen und Medaillen AG. Auktion 12: Munzen der Antike, des Mttelalters und der Neuzeit (Basel 
September 1981), pp. 45-50, Nos. 751 -860, 4 pis. 

2 Fonrobert, Jules. Verzeichniss von Munzen und Denkmunzen der Erdtheile Australian, Asien, Afrika 
(Berlin, Adolph Weyl, 1878), pp. 294-296, Nos. 4834-4873. 
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CATALOGUE 


No. 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

SFEst. 

SFSold 

751. 

Tigranes II 

Tetradrachm 

CAA20 

VF 

3,500 

3,900 

752. 


Tetradrachm 

CAA20 

EF 

5,000 

6200 

753. 


Tetradrachm 

CAA20 

VF 

3,500 

3,600 

754 


Tetradrachm 

CAA20 

-VF 

2,000 

2300 

755. 


Tetradrachm 

CAA21 

VF 

4,500 

10300 

756. 


Drachm 

CAA 50 

VF 

4,000 


757. 


AE /Tyche 

CAA 92 

-VF 

300 

320 

758. 


AE /Tyche 

CAA 92 

VF+ 

1,000 

850 

759. 


AE /Tyche 

CAA 94 

-VF 

400 

400 

760. 


AE /Heracles 

CAA 99 

VF 

1,200 


76L 


AE /Comucopiae 

CAA 105 

VF 

1,300 

_ 

762. 


AE /Nike 

CAA 120 

VF+ 

900 

700 

763. 


AE /Antiochus 

CAA 126 

EF 

4,000 


764. 

Tigranes IV 

AE /Heracles 

CAA 153 

VF+ 

5,000 


765. 

Baron Levon II 

Copper 

CCA4 

VF 

5,000 


766. 

King Levon I 

Double tram 

CCA 14 

EF 

2,000 


767. 


Double tram 

CCA 16 

UNC 

3,000 

2,200 

768. 


Double tram 

CCA 20 

VF 

1,500 


769. 


Double tram 

CCA- 

EF 

1,500 

1,100 

770. 


Double tram 

CCA- 

VF 

1,500 


77L 


1/2 Double tram 

CCA 44 

VF 

600 

500 

772. 


1/2 Double tram 

CCA 49 

EF 

800 


773. 


1/2 Double tram 

CCA 49 

EF 

750 

_ 

774 


1/2 Double tram 

CCA 55 

EF 

800 

_ 

775. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 72 

VF 

6,000 

4,500 

776. 


2-lion cor tram 

CCA 92 

VF 

400 

220 

777. 


2-lion cor tram 

CCA92A 

EF 

800 


778. 


2-lion cor tram 

CCA- 

VF 

800 


779. 


2 AR, 2-lion cor t. 

CCA108 

VF 





Tram 

CCAl44a 

VF 

550 

__ 

780. 


2 AR Tram 

CCA 116a 

VF 





Tram 

CCA 147 

VF 

600 

320 

78L 


Tram 

CCA 222 

EF 

200 

110 

782. 


3 AR, Tram 

CCA 222 

EF 





Tram 

CCA 222 

EF 





Tram 

CCA 222 

EF 

600 

___ 

783. 


3 AR, Tram 

CCA 228 

VF 





Tram 

CCA 235 

VF 





Tram 

CCA 236 

VF 

600 

__ 

784. 


Tram 

CCA 237 

EF 

200 

160 

785. 


3 AR, Tram 

CCA 237 

VF 





Tram 

CCA 284 

VF 





Tram 

CCA 300 

VF 

600 

__ 

786. 


Tram 

CCA 246 

EF 

200 


787. 


Tram 

CCA 302 

EF 

200 

110 

788. 


Tram 

CCA 303 

VF 

400 



789. 


2 AR, Tram 

CCA 306 

EF 





Tram 

CCA 3 10 

EF 

400 



790. 


3 AR, Tram 

CCA 310 

VF 





Tram 

CCA 3 10 

VF 





Tram 

CCA 310 

VF 

600 

— 
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No. 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

SF Est. 

SFSold 

79L 

Levon I (cont.) 

2 AR, Tram 

CCA 323 

VF 





Tram 

CCA 4 12 

VF 

400 

— 

792. 


Tram 

CCA 584 

VF 

200 

110 

793. 


Tram 

CCA 593 

VF 

400 

— 

794. 


2 AR, Tram 

CCA 608 

EF 





Tram 

CCA 627c 

EF 

400 

— 

795. 


Tram lily in r/h 

CCA 672 

VF 

600 

400 

796. 


Tram lily in r/h 

CCA 680 

VF 

400 

— 

797. 


Tank 

CCA — 

EF 

200 

— 

798. 


2 JE, Tank 

CCA 731 

VF 





Tank 

CCA 747 

VF 

400 

— 

799. 

Hetoum-Kaikhus. 

Tram 

CCA800V 

EF 

1,000 

— 

800. 


Tram 

CCA 801 

EF 

1,000 

1,050 

801. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 840 

VF 

5,000 

— 

802. 

Hetoum-Zabel 

Tram 

CCA 905 

VF 

200 

110 

803. 


Tram 

CCA 921 

EF 

400 

320 

804. 


Tram 

CCA 925 

EF 

300 

200 

805. 


Tram 

CCA 1165 

VF 

400 

200 

806. 


Tram 

CCA 1256 

VF 

400 

200 

807. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 1288 

EF 

1,000 

850 

808. 


Tank 

CCA 1326 

VF 

200 

200 

809. 

Hetoum I 

2 JE, Tank 

CCA 1325 

VF 





Tank 

CCA 1340 

VF 

400 

— 

810. 


2 JE, Tank 

CCA 1341 

F-VF 





Tank 

CCA 1363 

F-VF 

400 

— 

811. 


Kardez 

CCA 1338 

VF 

200 

— 

812. 


Kardez 

CCA 1366 

F 

200 

— 

813. 


3 JE, Kardez 

CCA 1393 

-VF 





Kardez 

CCA 1396 

-VF 





Kardez 

CCA 1397 

-VF 

600 



814. 

Levon II 

Tram 

CCA 1452 

VF 

300 

220 

815. 


Tram 

CCA 1434 

EF 

800 

800 

816. 


2 AR, Tram 

CCA 1463 

F 





Tram 

CCA 1495 

F 

500 

— 

817. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 1532 

F 

1,000 



818. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 1538 

F 

1,000 



819. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA- 

F 

1,000 

j 

820. 


Kardez 

CCA 1543 

VF 

300 



821. 


2 JE, Kardez 

CCA 1563 

F 





Kardez 

CCA 1567 

F 

400 

200 

822. 


Kardez 

CCA 1573 

VF 

600 

300 

823. 

Hetoum II 

Billon 

CCA 1575 

F 

1,000 



824. 


Billon 

CCA 1585 

F 

1,000 

550 

825. 


2 JE, Kardez 

CCA 1603 

VF 





Kardez 

CCA 1603V 

VF 

400 

__ 

826. 


2 JE, Kardez 

CCA 1603 

F 





Kardez 

CCA 1622 

F 

400 

200 

827. 

Smpad 

Coronation tram 

CCA 1653A 

VF 

2,000 

_ 

828. 


Tram 

CCA 1659 

VF 

2,000 

. _ 

829. 


Pogh 

CCA 1712 

VF 

400 



830. 

Gosdantin I 

Tram 

CCA 1724 

EF 

16,000 

- - 

831. 


Kardez 

CCA 1729 

VF 

2,000 

___ 

832. 


Kardez 

CCA 1733 

F 

1,600 

— 
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No. 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

SFEst. 

SFSold 

833. 

Levon III 

Takvorin 

CCA 1746 

VF 

400 

420 

834 


Takvorin 

CCA 1758 

VF 

400 

300 

835. 


Takvorin 

CCA 1796a 

VF 

500 

320 

836. 


3 TE, Kardez 

CCA 1821 

VF 

600 




Kardez 

CCA 1821V 

VF 





Kardez 

CCA 1833 

VF 



837. 

Oshin 

Coronation tram 

CCA 1845 

VF 

1,600 


838. 


Coronation tram 

CCA 1843 

-EF 

1,600 

_ 

839. 


Takvorin 

CCA 1865 

VF 

300 

150 

840. 


Takvorin 

CCA 1932 

F 

150 


841. 


Pogh 

CCA 1941 

F 

400 

___ 

842. 


Pogh 

CCA 1941 

F 

200 

___ 

843. 

Levon IV 

Takvorin 

CCA 1984 

F 

500 

500 

844. 


2 JE, Pogh 

CCA 1996 

F 

900 




Pogh 

CCA 2000 

VF 



845. 


Large pogh 

CCA 2003 

EF 

1,300 


846. 


Pogh 8 

CCA 2020 

VF 

800 

- 

847. 

Guy 

Takvorin 

CCA 2032 

-VF 

1,300 

1,100 

848. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2238 

F 

1,500 

__ 

849. 


Pogh 

CCA 2040 

F 

6,000 

4,700 

850. 

Gosdantin III 

Takvorin 

CCA 2118 

VF 

600 

600 

851. 


Pogh 

CCA 2120 

F 

800 


852. 


Pogh 

CCA 2127 

F 

600 

480 

853. 

Levon the Usurper 

Takvorin 

CCA 2130 

F 

1,400 

1200 

854 


Takvorin 

CCA 2152 

VF 

2,000 



855. 


Pogh 

CCA — 

VF 

5,000 


856. 

Gosdantin IV 

Takvorin 

CCA 2189 

-VF 

800 

720 

857. 


Takvorin 

CCA- 

-VF 

600 

600 

858. 

Levon V 

Billon 

CCA 2243 

F 

600 

380 

859. 


Billon 

CCA — 

VF 

600 

450 

860. 

Post Roupenian 

Copper 

CCA 2246 

VF 

1200 

— 


U'nh'u&t'b nh'b'v mrtuauv ;u.8Wiirb 'vrmrbbpnh urinhp've 

(1981) 


^uijlfuilfiult qputif ut4uttutphb pnt 4 tutfutp 30 (J btqutbtf pb p 1981 bqutt hntftputlpuh nt 4ut&b fjt op 
“t pi 'hputtfhb p nt U" bqut fhb p qn t ft g b p ft m Iftuh pitlfbpni.fffii.hp tu&ntpqft qputL 136 Iftnnp < utjlfuilfuth 
qputtfi Rjutqftu ft npuilfntf nt. nuthiulfnif 4ut jlftulfiuh qputifhbp turttuffth uthquitf £p np tu&ntpqft Ifp 
qpnt.^fth putuhb pn pq q- tf ££i (/utfuuiiq^u, tybn.ffihfj tf£f , 14 Qnthnuup 1879 ff. liqnjtf) flt-tjf Ipuutut- 
putb £p uttfbh^h tfbb 4uijlftulftuh qputtfhb pnt ut&ntpqp, np tfp ufut pnthtulf^p 39 Iftnnp ff n tp fih b tuh 
qputif i 


8 nt.guilfutqpnt.ff both 14 Iftnnp qputif p utpntutb ^p UputtufJ^ubtuh 4ut p utrt n tff b tuh , tf b brunt mu - 
hm.ffftt.hp tfb putqpni-tub Sftqputh ITbbft L ppnhq^ qputif tfp S ftqptuh 'f-fn ffn Lp fth b tuh 4 tupuutnt .- 
ffbuth tnpnt-uib £p 121 Iftnnp qputif, nLp ftjjutuh tfp L 14 4tuj ff ut qut tn ph b p hb plftu jutgntutb ^fthi 

If n u tn uth q fih U, ff uiqiuLn p ft £ut tft ut qtuh g 4tuqni.iuqfti.tn utpbutff qputif tfp ut&ntpqft Ifbqpnhutlftuh 
nt-futqpnt. ffbuth ut n.ut plfuth t^pi Q nugutlfp Ifp ufutpnt-huilf^p i tutb. ut j f 4utqnt.uiqfu.tn qputif b p utpntutb 
Sftqputh ITbbft, Sftqputh 'h-ft , fltnh ft ft^fuuthft, flt.nl t U, ff ut qut tn p ft , ^ bffnt-tf ll-ft, fltnh ft- ft, 
4 bffnt-J ft- ft, OjJthft, Ifft/t, fltnh fln.huilfiu fft L fjtnh b~ft‘ 


Hulffift It utpbutff ft qfthbpp fujut put rtA put gut h 1981 ff- 1 ftnfnp 4h ut qputifhb p p It 4tu jlftulfuth 
qpuitfhbpp Ifp qh ut 4 ut ui n L ^ fih £ unit put pip utpf^hb ptttft ^aiLUllluiptup utju iquiut&utn.utL fnqntf tu- 
brtjfth tfftutjh £4t%p 4tuhpntffbuth but funtb gutt ut&ntpqft ph ff tug ft fth i 
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ARMENIA ISSUES FIRST COMMEMORATIVE SILVER PROOF 


Armenia has recently issued its first commemorative coin since achieving 
independence from the former Soviet Union, a 1994 25-dram coin making the first 
modern proof currency issue of that nation. 


While two thirds of Armenia is unfit for agriculture, the country still boasts a 
wealth of flora with a plentiful variety of appetizing fruits, perhaps the most widely 
popular being the apricot. Indeed, in the first century B.C., Alexander the Great took 
Armenian apricots to Greece, from where it spread across Europe. Today, as in ancient 
times, the Ararat Valley is considered to be the country's economical, political and 
cultural cradle. Mt. Ararat is, of course, associated with the story of Noah’s Ark. 



The obverse of the commemorative displays the coat of 
arms of the Armenian Republic supported by an eagle and a 
lion regardant. The arms consists of a shield depicting Mt. 
Ararat with Noah's Ark above and also incorporates the coat 
of arms of the four kings of dynasties of historical Armenia. 
The inscription iUSUUSU/ub 4U‘uPU , ribSnWc>‘3nb‘u (the 

Republic of Armenia) in Armenian script, surrounds the 
design. 

The reverse design features the apricot and its Latin 
term "pronus armenikus" reflecting that legend says 
Armenia is its birth place. The word trhPUYi - APRICOT 
appears in Armenian and English. The inscription 
ARMENIACA appears around the circumference. Both the 
obverse and reverse designs are by Hrachia Aslanian, a 
well known Armenian artist. 

The coin has a diameter of 38.61 mm., 28.28 g. weight, 
reeded edge, composed in sterling silver (0.925), and struck 
by the British Royal Mint. The mintage is 10,000 proofs. 
Each coin is offered in its own leatherette presentation case 
and accompanied by an information leaflet. 


a soverei g Bt y from the quickly disintegrating Soviet Union on 

ugust 23, 1991 A law establishing the new independent Armenian currency system 
was passed March 25, 1992, by the new republic. 


Since independence, seven denominations of aluminum coins in luma and dram 
units were first issued in 1994. These are 10, 20, and 50 luma, and 1, 3, 5, and 10 drams, 
innn h 6y 1SSued seven denomination bank notes in dram: 10, 25, 50, 100, 200, 500, and 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Soci- 
ety, an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place 
Pico Rivera California 90660-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Edi- 
tors, Levon A. Saryan (Greenfield, Wl) and Henry Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subscrip- 
tions (individuals and institutions) $12.50 per year. Back issues available. ISSN 0881 0180 
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OBITUARY 


It is with deep sorrow that we report the death oi Prof 1 . Avedis K. Sanlian (1921-tl995) 
He passed away on early Saturday morning, July 22, 1995, in Santa Monica California 

stid^Chm^Tir^ 53- H n 196 ^ hebeca ™ e ^ occupant of the Naregatsi Armenian 
Studies Chair at UCLA and remained in that position until his death. He published 
several books and was anjexperMnJJhe_studv^ 


LETTERS 


Ln ^r bH nL Z Ln f" L Pt’ Lh /’9 bJ bpljnL joq.nt.uibi bpi hujuiuiuiljui ju. pj u, p 

^ ^ 1984 & 


Henry V. Sarkissian 
Yerevan 


Oftbpjt, uujljujj'b 4uiLu/wni£ jbgnLb bhp, 


np 


— 'b’bnt.ujpnt-PbmJ p uih Ijiu g"b n Lit blip < nquuijuiui 
uinpLn L J bh piupfi L qbqb gfiL ’( tnuip/ihbppi 

hb t .[bpuipbpn^J £ /.hi, uiufui juspnL.huiJjni.if bj uijfuuiuibj qpuiJ uiq^uinL ffbuih pui<fhn L J 
uinlLni.it u nL.hbhu.jn4 S/, juipu fuhqfiphbp , hpuifjuihuighbjn + npnj fnf guihljn^ fiJhhb pp Jhuijh: 

Ahuiuipppjip k H h S uipb< <Uu.nLljhu.hti tfuiufth, /.hjujiui hpu. uinnqfnLpLhn L hh> 
qpuitf uiq ^ 11 . uiljuih qn phnih^nL^ f,ih i Luilui jnLifu- “ P P * 


Anahit Mousheghian 
Yerevan 


bpljnL juipuip uinuil uinuiguij 3 BuLh/iuf, £bp pnLuilifippj L op Jp bu,p ^-A BnLhhuh 

PLlZZ’ rw if, *k Y h t kkubpiL ' M UJ ' uo r 27 <f>hu ’r nLuj rb l St P qp k L irJ r J t , 

ffbt fftL b h ,U,mt 7 PP' r" rh #”l*~*»l--Pt'*hbp. ITtiuijh Pi jbJ uuiuiguil lbljuibJphpt, 

Ztnbf* } P Zt r, l £ f «■ bpljbhpih €wbqui j)i fiuijg jJjbhuiqiuju 

fuhqpbJ np Jmui&ip Ijpljfth uihqunf nLquip/jbj quijhi— ‘ * " " 


Vartan Matiossian 
Buenos Aires 


Per Bulletin 17-C, please send ... Check for X enclosed, anything left over for ANS 
ass my best to members who will be at the Sept. 15 meeting. I'll be at ALMA on S-17 for 
COver dlspla y- lt ^ be there f or 3 months. For the free gift, send me the 


Stefan Karadian N8BGD 
West Bloomfield, MI 


. , 1 ifS lon S occurred to me that the Armenian Numismatic Society might sponsor 

commemorative medals honoring famous Armenian numismatists, 

*** p* r K Mous h e ghlan and Dr. Bedoukian. Perhaps you have some idea of the cost 
that would be involved in such a project. 


Levon A. S ary an 
Greenfiedl, WI 


DONATIONS 

(Period ending 30 September 1995) 


Anonymous... 
Hagopian, L... 
R. R. Kutcher. 
M. Panossian. 

Saryan, L 

Setian, Ch 


050 Der Houghasian, H 100 

025 S. Karadian 019 

°°5 Movsessian, G 050 

026 S. Sarkissian 005 

°11 D. F. Schott 010 

040 
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A SILVER HOARD OF SMPAD OF CILICIAN ARMENIA 


This article’ describes a hoard of 25 silver coins of King Smpad of Cilician 
Armenia, 1 whose content has value for numismatic research. This hoard 18 seems to be 
sufficiently important and interesting to present to our readers (Plate II). 

Very few coin hoards of the Roupenian period have been carefully studied. Father 
Clement Sibilian, 2 mentions that between the years 1870 and 1875, 2a on or near the road 
between Iznemid and Ankara in western Asia Minor, during the construction of a 
railroad, a clay pot containing 500 silver trams of Levon I was discovered. Sibilian was 
satisfied to write that all of the coins were the regular type of Levon silvers, 215 with 14 
different (inscription?) varieties. According to Garabetian, 3 the majority of the Levon I 
trams of Venice Mekhitarist collection belong to this hoard. Garabetian also mentions 
hoards which belong to him and Mr. A. Poladian. About these hoards no publications 
have yet appeared. 38 

Sibilian, 4 in his book, also speaks about a hoard discovered between Cilicia and 
Konya circa 1874, which contained 117 silver coins of the kings Oshin, Levon IV, Guy, 
Levon the Usurper, and Gosdantin III. Almost 75 years after Sibilian, Garabetian 5 has 
an interesting article about the hoard of Daphne. Unfortunately, neither of these reports 
are of great numismatic value because they lack descriptions and legends of each coin. 

Recently, a detailed and comprehensive study of two important hoards of Hetoum- 
Zabel trams was published in the American Numismatic Society Museum Notes . 6 Some 
other hoards are mentioned in the author’s Coinage of Cilician Armenia P 


„„ * Originally published in Handes Amsorya of Vienna, Vol. LXXVIII (January-March 1964), Nos. 1-3, pp. 
37-44 (m^meman). It was translated into English by Levon A. Saryan, Ph.D. A few revisions and updates 
are reflected in the footnotes. 

tt 1 hoard is now dispersed. Part of it was donated to the American Numismatic Society (New York) 
Harvard University (Boston), and to the Mekhitarist Monastery Museum (Vienna). Most of the remaining 
corns are in the authors collection. 8 

2 ® The hoard was originally procured in the early 1960s. 

2a c - Sibilian, Classification of Roupenian Coins (Vienna, 1892), p. 10 (in Armenian). 

Tins hoard discovered in 1873 consisted of a total of 631 silver trams, according to a letter written by 
Sibilian to Father Simon Antonian. Tins letter, preserved in the archive of the Vienna Mekhitarist Monastery, 
was published by Father Gregory Manian, "The Sibilian Letters; Some Excerpts from the Letters of Fr. 
U mw Slblllan Addressed to Fr. Simon Antonian," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. IV (1978), 

pp. I./t£o. 

These are the abundant regular trams of Levon I, which show (obverse) the crowned king seated on a 
throne, wearing royal vestments and holdmg a cross and globus cruciger, and (reverse) two rampant lions 
lacing a central long cross. 

Mpk>,iinri< ! ? a p abetian ) " Th u Ancient Ar meniai i Coin Collection of the St. Lazare Museum in the Venice 
Mekhitarist Congregation: Roupenian Coins, Bazmavep , Vol. CX (1962), Nos. 7-9), pp. 165-168 (in Armenian). 

AnapW i Q« 7 \ k °5 Armenian hoards have since appeared, including Armenian Coin Hoards (Los 

Angeles, 1987), by Paul Z. Bedoukian. This book provides a summary listing of known hoards and the 

32-33) atl0DS m WiUCh haVC appeared ’ mcludin 8 most of the hoard of Levon I trams studied by Sibilian (pp. 
4 Sibilian, p. 67. 

(in Annerdari) etian ’ < "° iD **° ard Daphne," Hask Armenological Annual, Vol. II (1949-1950), pp. 16-21 

WbJ Amerlc “ Society Museum 

1963 ^ P " Z ‘ Bed ° Ukian ’ Coina Se of Cilician Armenia, (New York, 1962); also the Armenian edition (Vienna, 
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, S ga . ° f h0a 1 _ rds o b 1 ri 1 ngS ! orward new data ^ich contributes to the 
p ogTess of numismatic research. Sibilian, 8 for example, reflecting upon the hoard 

nJ d A 7r C °T?T ClU nl eS that C ° inS ™ th the lb ^ n<u (LEVON) legend belong to the 

period of Gosdantin IIL This anticipated the existence and reign of a kina now known 

nrnnnlpV^ 6 Usi f rp 1 ® r - Tbe study of tha two Hetoum-Zabel tram hoards made it possible to 
propose a logical chronological classification for these coins. 

TJere are large volumes devoted to the study of hoards of Greek and Roman coins It 
would be desirable to have a similar publication devoted to the coins of the Roupenian ' 

P K n0 t d 9 n vf™ ^ orking °. n . thls at , the Present time and I have collected impressions of 
about 20 hoards, comprising in all a significant group of a few thousand coins. 

We know that in 1296, while King Hetoum II and his brother Toros were in 

Constantinople attending the marriage of their sister Rita to Michael the son of the 

Takfn^H emperor - a third brother Smpad had been placed in charge of the country 

p atr i ar ch) ^f* th e 6 A^rn p n ' ^ tU p ^ 10 n ’ m P , a d ’ with the approval of the Catholicos (supreme 

When^ HpLnm ? UrC i h r and *° me ° f the nobles > decl ared himself the king. 
When Hetoum and Toros returned from Constantinople, they were arrested bv Smpad 

was Ee S d 0n The nT: h wbile in and whose eyeswere seTred 

against brother Gosdantin, was so enraged by these acts that he rose 

dfZed h”relf k"ng at6d h ' m " batt ' e ' releaSed Hetoum fro “ “d 


Table I. Catalogue of Smpad silver coin hoard 


No. 


1. Obv. 
Rev. 

2. Obv. 
Rev. 

3. Obv. 
Rev. 

4. Obv. 
Rev. 

5. Obv. 
Rev. 

6. Obv. 
Rev. 

7. Obv. 
Rev. 

8. Obv. 
Rev. 

9. Obv. 
Rev. 

10. Obv. 
Rev. 

11. Obv. 
Rev. 


Bed No 

Inscriptions 

t 

Wt 

AR 

Die 


CORONATION TRAMS OF SMPAD 





(With Levon I design) 





— 

uupus f»uq.np 4U3ns 

t 

2.74 


11 Obv. 


uupus i»uq.uwr 4U3D6 



— 

uupus 0‘uq.uwin iusna 

f 






hu.pnanwfrp'u uus ////// 




— 

uupus fa-uq.uhnp 4U3n8 

f 

2.91 

90% 

7 Obv. 


bupnanhffrfvu uusrmuns 

I 


— 

same 

f 

___ 





same 



6 Rev. 


same 

t 

2.41 

90% 



same 




— 

same 

t 

2.76 

87% 



same 



4 Rev. 


same 

f 

— 



3 Obv. 


hupmnNfrfVu uusnhu" 




— 

UUPUS fd>U9.UhfP 4U3 

t 

_ — _ 




hU.PDTnw^P'u uus 




— 

uupus f»uq.uhnp 4U 

t 

2.92 

78% 

10 Obv. 


hupn r inhfd‘P i u uus / 



10 Rev. 


same 

r 

3.03 

77% 

9 Obv. 


same 




9 Rev. 

“““ 

uupus O'uq.np 4U3D8 

f 

3.02 

78% 

1 Obv. 


bupnan/f?cp t u uusn/trn/ 




8 See above, note 4. 
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No. 

Bed No 

12. Obv. 


Rev. 


13. Obv. 

1161 

Rev. 


14. Obv. 

1663 

Rev. 


15. Obv. 

1664 

Rev. 


16. Obv. 

1664 

Rev. 


17. Obv. 

1665 

Rev. 


18. Obv. 

— 

Rev. 


19. Obv. 

— 

Rev. 


20. Obv. 

— 

Rev. 


21. Obv. 

— 

Rev. 


22. Obv. 

1673 

Rev. 


23. Obv. 

1673 

Rev. 


24. Obv. 

1673 

Rev. 


25. Obv. 

1673 

Rev. 


Smpad 

reigned n 


Inscriptions f 

COMMON TRAMS OF SMPAD 


Wt 


AR 


Die 


UtfPUS O'Uq.UhfT’ <tUfl8 (?) 

uupmnNfrfVu uusnwms 
uimus P'U.q.u.nnn 4 uns (?) 

4unn r innfe>‘P‘u uusn 
uupus ra'uq.unrr ^usn 
Mupmnwfrfvu uusrihtrn 
same 

w.nmnwfrfvu uusnwr 
same 
same 
same 

MunfnnwfrfVu uusrm 
uupus O'uq.nr 4U3n 
MUpnanNfrfVu uusnhd-n 

same 

^upnTnpfa'P'u uusnhtr 

same 

Mupm.nwfrfvb uusnh 

same 

w.pmnw»fvu uusn 
uurus fa-uq.rr 4U3 / 
uupnannffrfvu uusnwr 

same 

same 

UUPUS f»U9fT 4U3 

uupnanwfrfvu uusnhd- 
same 
same 


f 

t 

f 

f 

f 

f 

f 

f 

f 

f 

t 

f 

+ 


2.67 80% 

15 Obv. 

2.72 73% 14 Obv. 

17 Obv. 

16 Obv. 
20 Obv. 

2.97 75% 21 Obv. 

18 Obv. 

2.64 — 19 Obv. 

23 Obv. 

3.09 81% 22 Obv. 

25 Obv. 
25 Rev. 

- 24 Obv. 

24 Rev. 


t at the silvers are rare today led Sibilian to the conclusion that they were gathered and 
melted in order to erase the memory of the rebel king. 9 And in fact they are rare; of over 

10,000 coins listed in Coinage of Cilician Armenia (1962), only 41 are silvers of King 
Smpad. & 


The silvers of Smpad can be divided into two varieties. The first type, the rarer of the 
two, very closely resembles the regular trams of Levon I; it depicts on the obverse a 
crowned king holding a cross in his right hand and a lily in his left hand, seated on a 
throne decorated with lions on either side. The second variety shows the king carrying a 
mace which extends over his left shoulder. 

As Sibilian points out, Smpad struck coins closely resembling those of Levon I in 
order to establish the legitimacy of his reign as a successor of Levon. We can regard 
coins of this type as coronation coins. So far, we know of coronation coins of Levon I 
and Ushm, but the existence of coronation pieces for the other kings is uncertain. 

The present hoard of Smpad contains 11 coronation type silver coins and 14 regular 
silvers of Smpad, whereas in Coinage of Cilician Armenia only 10 of the 41 Smpad 
silvers are of the coronation type. This hoard thus significantly enlarges the known 
corpus of Smpad corns. 


9 Sibilian, p. 46. 
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Especially noteworthy in this group is coin number 1, which is inscribed UlTPUS 
*u*uwin 411308 (SMPAD TAKAVOR HAYOTs) on both sides. This appears to be a 
rare and unique specimen as no other examples are recorded. It probably has no special 
significance and is probably the result of carelessness on the part of the die cutter. This 

° n the COmS ° f other kings ’ such as some coppers of Hetoum I 
( Coinage of Cilician Armenia corpus numbers 1422-1423), the coppers of Levon III 

2T63) U etc UmberS 1823 ‘ 1836) ’ the rare silvers of Levon the Usurper (corpus numbers 2161- 

From the large number of varieties of (reverse) crosses on the coins of Smpad we 

can suppose that he struck large numbers of coins and we can expect several new 
varieties to surface in the future. new 

r. Ta n l6 j I ac ? ompanyin £ this article the coins are arranged in sequence, giving the 

corpus number, obverse and reverse inscriptions, reveTelrcTss 
design, weight in grams and silver content when available, and die linkages. 

numters^ e »nH k 7 a fh S ® r ! fc 0f S ° me ™P orta " ce - 11 is worth noting, for instance, that coin 
"T . 3 /" 0 d „; IX th f. 8ame obversc d ‘ e > corns 1 and 11 share the same obverse die, 
and coins 4 and 6 share the same reverse die. Coins 9 and 10 share identical obverse 
and reverse dies as do coins 23 and 24. 

PAUL Z. BEDOUKIAN, Ph. D. 


UITPU.S PHL'MLMlPKb 'PPU.U.UUWSC 

[U.Jifini|inul] 

•itplbpu tbgbbu.ifjb dbrupp u.bgu.u (JJpiUin fiu,gu.unpjb 25 iupbu.fi gpwJbbptb pu.nLu.nu.b 
T Jp, np f, p uf„pnubu. k nufibu.Jp npn, gpJu.gf,u.u.ku.b Z pj^ Up £ bbp^jAgb^uufZu,- 
uiruuiu IfUipLnp L tbu,u.ppppu.lfiub blfu. innub gu,u gu.fi. pb fib p gngbb pnub b b p[u. j L gb b fn 

"/mi w^tb-^n ka 11 obJu.b gpu.J L 14 tu.uu.pu.lf 

InZii *°r t t’"‘- u b' h stt jfau.u.u.frt^b 41 gpu.jp jju.fi. 10 „ AjA 

W-”bp„* lUt ptp Jbbu.ufP ff/Lfuu.bu.fJju gpu.jSgjuu.nJ 
h uZb U /.f P ZZ^aj U,J i 26 us ,"? gputJbb pnub gpu.Ju.gjuu, (hoard) Jp pffuifp ffp pbnpnfnuj suh 
J t 7 k tL? “ " r k 7 JbirU ‘Pl n - °Pb' Lu ‘k' Ub P< npn'hp bnjb Ifrbf'i pb""-™* b ^, Jjbf.gbn 

2.-/H 177, 7 ^rhr—r T <— «•*/>» » ■'it <-ih- Pi Ah */.<-- w* *-W 

npnhp hnjb uihuuj^ , Ifbjpnj tu.u,utbnuiub pjju.b, U T l 

fruiiLlnVliunt Va/ L *T A/ ZfZi* npni * bpknL w l */""■-* i UlTPHS 

Jnbbfl * U6n0 ^ mbu ‘ U kk"lA‘ PLL^LH l—b"V*S ^gnuiugjuin gpu.J 

^ ‘L UJ r‘”"'-'l n ‘-Pt’^P ^ uu.bu. If u.b £ „p Ju.ubuu.np b jutb u. Lfn ufi j ub Jp L u.pnii.bnb 

t u.bnuju.gpnufibu.b, (jju u.buu.lf jpjufnuJbhp \p mbubbbi \Zb 
AbfinuJ U-b L LLnb <j-j ufgjbibbpnub L fLnb pn_bu.lfu.fi, fi iugnA pjbbb pnub jpZj, * 

UJpu,u,b iupbiufibbpnub fuui^pnu Jbbuifib t- u,buu.Ifbbpp blfu.u,j u.rubbfnj Ifpbiubp bbfiu.nphf, 

L?*:t? U " t ZA nP J i kn/u * * pu.bu.lfnufibu.jp gpu.Jbhp L juiu, tu.uu.bu.bu,b £ np JU A Jn 

upjbiulfbbp J^u,bg bffbb u.ufu.g_u.jf,b . Y ^ ^ ^ 

Uju jo^nuuibbb pbl^bputgnrf u, u. fu u, u. lff,b Jtf Ifp u,bubbbp, jui^pguilfinb k^P’lH* ^ M 
fibi-p popfnuubb fifiup bfik tbgj.bu.kbb gp^ ^ jbl^k^ t “V? - b ^k IP”* Jp, «• 
lu ft. IfnrfJj funpu.gpnubi.bp, gpu.Jbb tffi,n.p \lfpu.Jnj), u. pbu.fi jb gmnufibubp L U L P k'i'I^b^ 
gpaij gnpb tub nutub Ifbjpp: L i L l 

/ 1, A a j!Z ky^P i b IfiupJ^ tb^hf, fit fif.uZL'l gpu.Jbbpnu U IfngJp bn.b 

kHtfr bf^ t. bnjbuftu bnjb ffbbpkb bfu.b bblLll gpuiJbbpnu bb^u bu.L 4 16 gpu.Jbbpnu 
P- k"gj P' huk 9 L 10 nu bu.L 23 L 24 gpuiJbbpnu bpknu u. f bnjb fibpfr b ^ 

% SUTbl liSnMbUl 
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TWO UNPUBLISHED COINS OF 
KING SMPAD OF CILICIAN ARMENIA; 
PROPAGANDA IN THE TURBULENT DECADE 1289-1299 


Notwithstanding* the fact that the coins struck by the Armenian kingdom of Cilicia 
have been subjected to scientific study, 1 it is encouraging that new coins continue to be 
discovered which not only enlarge the field of Armenian numismatics, but also cast 
light on historical events. 


Recently, we had at our disposal two unique and unpublished coins of King Smpad 
(Plate II), which appear to have been struck hurriedly with the aim of propaganda, to 
announce to the people that Smpad was king and the lawful successor of King Levon the 
Great. As we will see, Smpad's successor Gosdantin I also struck coins to announce that 
he was king, and that he was lord of the fortress of Sis (Plate II). 

To understand the significance of these coins, we must investigate in detail the 
political events of this period. The years 1289 to 1299 were extremely turbulent ones for 
Cilicia, and history of this period is clearly reflected in the coinage. 

IGng Levon II died on February 6, 1289, at the age of 57. He was married to the 
v-i °* ^ e ^ oum Lampron, j£j r Anna, 18 and in their 27 years of marriage they had 
,. c . “ ren * Of these, four died in childhood. Of the sons, Nerses devoted himself to 
religion, and Alyanak became Lord of Lampron. Of Levon's three daughters, Zabel 
married Amaury, the son of the king of Cyprus; Stefane married a Crusader prince in 
Greece; and Rita, marrying the crown prince Michael, became the empress of 
Byzantium The remaining five sons, Hetoum, Toros, Smpad, Gosdantin, and Oshin, 
all in turn became rulers of Cilicia. 2 


Following Levon's death, his oldest son Hetoum was elevated to the throne in 1289 
Hetoum was a capable individual, and if he had devoted himself wholeheartedly to his 
royal responsibilities, the situation of Cilicia might have improved. However he had 
strong religious tendencies, and did not relish worldly affairs. Although he’ became 
kmg apparently he did not wish to have an official coronation or anointing. Perhaps 
tor the same reason he did not strike silver coins, contenting himself with rare billons 
and copper pieces which carry the legend Abff’DMr ia*uq.U.MlP 411308 (HETOUM 
TAKAVOR HAYOTs). 


The political situation was quite serious. The Mamluks, who in 1291 had captured 
Acre, had managed to put an end to all remaining Crusader principalities in Syria. As 
a consequence, the southern borders of Cilicia were exposed to enemy attack. 


Originally published in Haigazian Armenological Review of Beirut, Vol. VII (1979) pp 111-120 fin 
Armenian). It was translated into English by Levon A. Saryan, Ph.D. A few revisions and updates have been 

1979) 1 PaUl Z ' Bed ° ukian ’ Coina Se of Cilician Armenia (New York, 1962), and revised edition (Danbury, CT, 
la Kir Anna was also known as Keran. 

■•mi 2 ^’ R udt-CoUenberg, Rupenides, Hethumides and Lusignans (Paris, 1963); Sirarpie Der Nersessian 
1962),pi SSo CUlClan Armema > in A Hlst0f y °f the Crusades, Vol. II, K. M. Settled. (Philadelphia,’ 
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It is true that Hetoum’s father Levon had, in 1285, established an eleven year (ten 
years, ten months, and ten days) peace treaty with the Mamluk sultan Qalauir 3 
^ a ! au ? s , successor al-Ashraf, however, cancelled the agreement and began to attack 
Lilicia s border towns. Hetoum, seeing the danger, attempted to obtain aid from friendly 
countries. Hetoum s letters to the Pope have been preserved 4 as well as the Pope’s appeals 
to the Hospitallers and the Knights Templar to aid the Christian Armenians These 
appeals had no practical result. Likewise, appeals to the Mongols, who were allies of the 

Armenians, were fruitless, as the Mongols were occupied with their own internal 
quarrels. 

The Mamluks first attacked the castle of Hromklah, the seat of the Catholicos of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, which was situated east of the borders of the Cilician 
kingdom. Despite a determined defense by its Armenian and Mongol defenders 5 the 
impregnable castle was captured after a forty-day siege on March 31, 1292. Hetoum did 
not send aid, perhaps in part because he wanted to transfer the Armenian Catholicosate 
to Cilician territory and and subject it to royal influence. The Mamluks massacred part 
ot the city s population, and Catholicos Stephanos with his bishops was taken prisoner. 
Armenian historians regard the capture of Hromklah as a great disaster, 6 while Arab 
chroniclers describe it as a great victory. 7 

It is worth anting a few lines about Hromklah. This castle was situated on the 
western bank of the Euphrates River, about 200 km east of Sis, the Armenian capital In 
the eleventh century, Hromklah (meaning Roman, or Greek, fortress) had belonged to 
the Armenian pnnces subject to Philaretus, and later to the Latin Crusader princes of 
Edessa. In 1149 after the death of her husband, the Armenian wife 7a of the Crusader 
prince Joscelyn, feeling insecure, had ceded the castle to the Armenian Catholicos of 
Dzovk Gregory Bahlavouni. 8 

Joscelyn’s son, who was in Europe, returned to the East to find the county of Edessa 
in Moslem hands and decided to sell the castle to the Catholicos. In this way, the 
Armenian Catholicos became an independent feudal lord, responsible for his own 
defense. At that time, the Cilician baron Toros (1144-1168) was heavily engaged in 
lghting against Byzantium and the sultans of Iconium, and did not think it wise to 
establish the Armenian Catholicosate in Cilicia proper. In this fashion, for 150 years 
Hromklah remained a strong and independent Armenian See, and an important center 
of literature and learning. After the fall of Hromklah, the See was transferred to Sis, 
where it remained until 1441, after which it was returned to Etchmiadzin. 9 

The Mamluk sultan al-Ashraf decided to invade Cilicia in the following year (1293). 
Hetoum, seeing that no assistance was forthcoming from the Mongols or the Europeans 
sought to establish a truce with al-Ashraf by handing over to him several fortified cities 
on his border, including Behesni, Marash, and Til-Hamdoun. 10 


4 v- C f° r Le Tresor des chartes d'Armime ou Cartulaire (Venice, 1863), pp. 217-231. 

Pfetersbi^RuM?a, 186of S ° ai 3Q hlStorique et critl <l ue sur la constitution sociale et politique de VArmtnie (St. 

Vnl m^ MUlr ’ °f E «yPl (London, 1896), p. 46; also see History of the Armenian People, 

Vol. Ill (Yerevan, 1976), p. 761 (in Armenian). 

Malachia Archbishop Ormanian, Azkabadoum, Vol. II (Beirut, 1960 printing), cols. 1732-1733 (in 
Armenian); Ghevont Ahshan, Hayabadoum (Venice, 1901), pp. 500-602 (in Armenian); V. A. Hagopian Minor 
Chronicles, Vol. I (Yerevan, 1951), pp. 65-101 (in Armenian). K P ’ 

7 a A k Jazari - L« chronique de Damas, trans. by Sauvaget (Paris, 1949), pp. 15-16. 

She was the daughter of the Lord of Vahga, Baron Gosdantin (1092-1099) of Cilician Armenia 
Ormaman, Vol. I, (Beirut, 1959), cols. 1374-1377 

°™ a aian, Vol. I, cols. 1387-1389, 1392-1394; A. K. Sukiassian, History of the Armenian Government 
ana Lau; °f Cilicia (Yerevan, 1978), pp. 60-66 (in Armenian). 

1BQ7 in^'^vwT*’ H \ S !n i ^ e 0 deS sultans Mamlouks de I'Egypte, 2 vols, trans. by E. M. Quatremere (Paris, 
1837-1845), Vol. U, pp. 147-148. 
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On the Mamluk front, however, events took a new turn. Al-Ashraf was killed in the 
same year and his successor, Kitbogha, occupied with internal problems, sought a new 
agreement with Hetoum, and returned to him the captives from Hromklah. 

Hetoum, who preferred religious life to affairs of state, accepted the Catholic rite, and 
entered the Monastery of Drazark. He became a member of the Franciscan order, and 
was renamed Brother John. 

Hetoum was succeeded by his brother Toros, who apparently ruled in Hetoum's 
place, since he was never anointed king and did not strike coins in his name. 11 

The political situation demanded the presence of a strong and capable occupant on 
the throne, but Hetoum's conversion to Catholicism and his decision to become a monk 
did not satisfy these requirements. Nevertheless, the nobles convinced Hetoum to once 
again take the helm of the country, and before a year was over, in 1295, Hetoum left the 
monastery and again ascended the throne of Cilicia. 

It was apparent that the Mamluk threat to Cilicia had lessened only temporarily. To 
save the situation, it was essential to secure outside aid. With this in mind, Hetoum 
gave his sister Zabel in marriage to Amaury, brother of the king of Cyprus. Even more 
important was the Mongol alliance. Hetoum decided to visit Baidu Khan, but while 
Hetoum was still in Persia, Baidu was toppled by Ghazan Khan who became the new 
Mongol leader. Hetoum presented himself to Ghazan and renewed the Armeno-Mongol 
alliance. 12 

Upon his return to Sis, Hetoum was pleased to find that he was awaited by a 
delegation from the Byzantine emperor Andronicus, who had come to request the hand of 
Hetoum's sister Rita for the crown prince Michael. 13 

In the following year (1296), Hetoum and his brother Toros travelled to Byzantium to 
attend the wedding of their sister. Of course, Hetoum also had in mind to request 
Byzantine aid. During his absence, he named his brother Smpad as his caretaker. 

Hetoum's religious fervor, and especially his decision to accept Catholicism, had 
created opponents in Cilicia. Smpad, taking advantage of the situation, and especially 
encouraged by Catholicos Gregory Anavarzetsi and some nobles, decided to usurp the 
throne. He was anointed king in the Church of St. Sophia in Sis, with great ceremony in 
the presence of many bishops and princes. 14 It is interesting to note that Smpad even 
received the approval of the Pope for his rule. 15 


Hetoum and Toros, hearing that Smpad had been anointed, quickly returned to 
Cilicia, but Smpad prevented their entiy. The two brothers returned to Constantinople to 
request the aid of the Byzantine emperor. At this point, Smpad, bearing many gifts 
visited Ghazan Khan and succeeded in gaining his approval to rule. On his return’ 
Smpad encountered Hetoum and Toros in the city of Kesaria (Caesaria in central Asia 
Minor) carrying gifts to Ghazan Khan. Smpad arrested the two brothers and imprisoned 
them in the castle of Partzrpert. Toros was killed, and Hetoum was blinded by searing. 16 


11 Ormanian, Vol. II, cols. 1754-1756. 

See History of the Armenian People, Vol. Ill, pp. 761-762 

13 ibid., p. 762. 

14 Ormanian, Vol. II, cols. 1754-1759; Alishan, p. 225. 

16 Langlois, Essai historique..., p. 30. 

16 Samouel Anetsi, Collection of Historical Writings (Vagharshapat, 1893), p. 154 (in Armenian)- 
Ormanian Vol II, co s. 1754-1759; H. T. Nalpantian, Arab Sources on Armenia and^eighboringCountnes 
(Yerevan, 1965), pp. 240-242 (in Armenian). * 
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Reverse: 


It is apparent that Smpad took these steps because he did not feel secure. It is very 
interesting to see how he used coinage to strengthen his position. Desiring to show the 

the^Wrfp of W V u he , laWfU J SUCCeSSOr of Levon the Great > he immediately 5 struck a coin 
hn! c of J hlch shows Levons name and type, and the reverse again Levon's type 
but with Smpad s name. This unique coin is described below: ^ 

No. 1. Silver, 2.75 grams. 

Obverse: IbWVu f»U.q.UhnP 4U3fl8U (LEVON TAKAVOR HAYOTsA) The 

king is seated facing on a throne decorated with lions, wearing a 

crown and royal vestments. In his right hand he holds a cross and in 
nis lett hand a lily. 

Reverse: UlTPUS f»Uq.Uhnp 411306 (SMPAD TAKAVOR HAYOTs) Two 
rampant lions facing each other, with a cross between. 

No. 2. Silver, 2.56 grams. 

Obverse: UUPUS f»uq.U.hnp 4U3P6 (SMPAD TAKAVOR HAYOTs). Like No. 1, 
feet ^ ^ SGated ° n a throne > ex cept with a footstool under the king's 

uitpus ffruq.imr 4U3ns (smpad takavor hayots). Coin No. 2 

shares the same reverse die as coin No. 1. 

There is no question that coin No. 1 was struck immediately after Smpad’s 

appa n rfnrthart h he P nh Utl 1Zm f “ °m ^ ° f Le y 0n 1 which was found at the mint U is 
npSnH J T at the ^ verse of coin No. 1 greatly resembles coins attributed to the final 

? e , n ° d f i eV .°S 1 T ? e re J verse > which is also of the Levon type but with Smpad’s name 
indicates that Smpad made a special effort to win over the people. ’ 

The fact that both coins 1 and 2 are struck with the same reverse die indicates that 

No e8 o cairil/s 0WG 3' eaCh ° theT A in Cl ° Se chronol °g ical succession. The obverse of coin 
No. 2 carries Smpad s name, and its type is reminiscent of the trams of Levon I. 

which cVi^ e Smn«f' that theSe C u ins were followed h y several coins of similar style, 

( GAROr hOT d A Q n n a mm°Vi e i° bVerSe and the acce P ted W.PnWffrP'u uusnhtrns 
(GAROGhOUTPN ASDOUDzOY) legend on the reverse. Thereafter, Smpad struck 
several new silvers in which the king is seen carrying a mace in his left hand. 

kin P S D P l d nni e p d c !° r fZ e J W0 . yearS ’ a J thou & h for a s ^ or fer period as an anointed 

auant, 1 ^ nf^l d dab ^ e dunng shoTt mle he was onl y abla to strike a small 

quantity of silver coins. For this reason his coins are quite rare. 

more7« P vn d rphlI ht T? haVe ^ been ^ £ mle for a longer period had P° litic al conditions been 

and pmS wTa aTew^tef ^ ° f ^ ““ EgyPti “ Mamluks invaded 

onr,^ eSe f, e 'l entS, ^ mCluding l he murder of Toros » & ave the next brother Gosdantin an 
c° S ath f sympathizers and in 1298 revolt against Smpad. The two brothers 
inrfii near Sl ?>. and Gasdantul was victorious. Smpad tried to escape, but was captured 
3 " d “ pr y S0 ” ed in the fortress of Dolevon, where Hetoum was also being held. 18 It is not 

tnS? ?pp Whl i ther ° r Gosdantm wa s anointed king, but it is interesting to note that he 

took special care with his coinage, in order to inform the people of his rule. 


!I Ormanian, Vol. II, cols. 1759-1761; Nalpantian, p. 242 
10 ibid. 
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Gosdantin also used coins as a medium of propaganda. 18 ® He struck coins in gold, 
silver, and copper, as follows: 

No. 3. Gold, 3.6 grams [Venice Mekhitarist Museum collection]. 

Obverse: hnUSC'uO.b'u 4U3H6 (GOSDUNTIN TK HAYOTs). The king 

riding horseback to right. In his right hand he holds a sword, in his 
left he holds the reins of the horse. 

Reverse: UUR3 BbrnAi t ffrU^UWT (SSOY PERTN E TAKAVOR). The 
depiction is of a castle with three towers. 

This gold coin or presentation piece announces that Gosdantin, not Smpad, is the 
master of Sis. Of Gosdantin s gold pieces only two are known, both from the same dies. 
One is kept by the Mekhitarists of Venice, and the other is in the Istanbul Museum. 

Interestingly, Basmadjian 19 gives the description and drawing of a second type of 
gold coin (with a slightly different design), the location of which is not known. 20 

No. 4. Silver, 2.6 grams. 

Obverse: bmJSQ'uTb'u r»uq.UNin 4U3C1 (GOSDUNTIN TAKAVOR HAYO). The 
king riding on horseback, etc., similar to the obverse of coin No. 3. 

Reverse: WmnNfrfVu U8 t 0-Uq.np (GAROGhOUTPN AY E TAKOR). The 
king standing, wearing a crown and royal vestments, holding a 
sword in his right hand and a cross in his left hand. Silver coins 
with inscription varieties exist. 

Once again, Gosdantin indicates by this depiction that it was by the power of the 
sword that he ascended the royal throne. 

No. 5. Copper, 2.7 grams. 

Obverse: bniJSU'uabU'unu fl-uq. (GOSDANTIANOS TAK). The king is 
standing with a sword and a cross, as on the reverse of coin No 4 

Reverse: Cb*ubl ftUau-R^ UbU t (SHINEL KAGHAKN SIS E). A cross with 

equal length arms. Copper coins with inscription varieties exist. 

Because Gosdantin ruled for less than a year, his silver coins are extremely rare, 
and his copper coins are rare. The coins are nevertheless artistically well-executed, it is 
apparent that he too devoted considerable attention to his coinage as a means of 
propaganda. 


, Unfortunately, the political situation deteriorated considerably. In the spring of 1298 
the Mamluks invaded Cilicia, but could not capture the castles. In the month of June’ 
they returned with a larger force and captured the castle of Hamous, and the important 
border post of Til Hamdoun. 21 Gosdantin was forced to agree to harsh terms, handing 
over to the Mamluks all the fortresses south of the Jihan River— Hamous, Til Hamdoun 
oarvantikar, and Marash. 22 


* . °, n 001118 Gosdantin, see Paul Z. Bedoukian, "The Coinage of Gosdantin I (1298-1299) of Cilician 

Armenia, Handes Amsorya, Vol. LXXII (October 1958), No. 10, pp. 381-390 (in Armenian)- also Y T 

iSTno^,’ pp In i 2 e - 15 0ry ° f Gosdantin 1 trams -" Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol.’ XIV (June' 


K. J Basmadjian, Numismatique gtntrale de I'Armtme (Venice, 1936) (in Armenian). 


20d o „] -7 D J ' 1 • ' irr o 7 — •«»«>« v » euite, laoo; ud Armenianl. 

Vnl TT maL™K Bed ?o^ n VT In ^f rch of “ Armenian Go ld Coin," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I 
ol. II (December 1976), Nos. 3-4, pp. 22-27; also by the same author "Some Obscure Pages of Armenian 
Numismatics, Bazmavep, Vol. CXXX (1972), Nos. 2-3, pp. 291-302 (in Armenian). g Armenian 

D Ohsson, Histoire des Mongols, Vol. IV (Amsterdam, 1821), p 14 
22 Nalpantian, p. 242. 
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The Armenian princes, seeing that Gosdantin was unable to defend the country 
once again persuaded Hetoum (who had recovered sight in one of his eyes) to resume 
rule of Cilicia. Worried about the developing events, Gosdantin releLed Smpad torn 
prison and the two brothers rose against Hetoum. This time, the princes, as wSl as the 
Knights Templar and the Hospitallers, stood behind Hetoum, and won the contest 

remai^d^inti^thei^dea^. 2 ^ 0 ^ 61 ^ 8 “ d t0 Const -tinople, where they 

i 7 h U aSt P6 i 0d ° f He toum's reign began in 1299. In the same year the Monnol 
eader Ghazan Khan invaded Syria, and Hetoum, as his ally, came to the Khan's aid 

Jenisalenf d deStr ° yed the Mamluks > and by the month of December reached 

h«7kLr resu i t of these victories Hetoum recovered the lost Cilician fortresses which 

ArmpnLn^?^ ° Vei 7° the Mamluks - 24 Th “S came to an end a very turbulent period of 
Armenian history, and a very interesting one for Armenian numismatics 


PAUL Z. BEDOUKIAN, Ph. D. 


UU'PU.S P'U.S'U.hflPb bPbnb U. t uSb ( i| 'hPU.U.irobPC 


1^96 p. Vhu Ju.jpu.pu.gu.pf, U v>u.6u.pf,b W ^bunuppppulu.h b 1 ,,b , Lb. ffb luLl 

uu.u.gu,. ^njf, ^uffth 4tVLUihni.pfiL.1ift f, p g uZ k u. fib u.h tZZpS * 11 ' ^ 

vhh hP lin PU 2 U,UnrnLP h h £ i . °P\;' UUtl i U1 B^ L n L luiJuift, ftp urufu.it gpu,Jhb pn L h ±pu.j u.h JngnJnLp- 
jA ka J7 J> ! JJ P U,U1 P*v tftULn p i L opfthuiLnp Ju.^tuhgnpgp U hbh fLnh h hr 

UJputtnfth tui^nl lfnfuu.it gputjhbpp, k p hJuihfth fbJl U-f,gpu.Jhbp^L utfngbpni.hi Ujh Lb 

uitpus k , b i knbnu * ttpu " rb% fru*uwip ^.ueneu/ 

, u ? ia*uq.uwr 4U3ne, uihifu.uifu.it o^u,^ pbb^ fb.ni. u p^^pp <f,h k hf,phb P p, /,„ 

ituqTuK Jp iT jh t uupus i»uq.uhnp Ausne/uupus 

[ A J V 3n8, ftp "ZlP n 1 ,U P / l“ J * 4u.uu.nu.lf utpbutp gpuiJhbpnJh butfth, fLnh «-A 

hjuth, utpiuihuigpnLUib t nupmnwa-fvu uusnMrnS, uj F u.u, f,J,b g u.^ pu.h „ mp t 

fn9uihhh Lb hY i' bp r fvLU.it p uitfujLn px tu.ulfhu.jf, t np lfu.p& fcjgutL^ plpbuth Jp 

ky^ k 

bpdk btnp, b numtuhg fth U pn.hu.gpu.Lbg gjutpx l/nuututhgfth wj UJptuutfth hJtuh gnpituiitbn bn 
ST?*™ b PP •bp-b^k^^ib J bl n d ! bp nuifb 'hrv.dfth kpu ,j u. r iu.hu.npnLu.b t bnusp^afu 

19*9. ^uanQAJuns RbpfVu t fimq.ubnp. 

U.JU jogn LU.it ntf Jl nL vnLjhuiubpnLlth Uxfpuiu, „l Qnuutu.hgfth p u.gu.Ln phb pnL npu.Jhbnn, 

zl* 7 ,.Z7 x ,T Jr*?* u’?" 1 /’ 'c -I 

gnpbnLU,b op pbu.lfu.hu.ghb pi l < u.Ju.p fipthg utf, puilfu. L n L p ft L h p: l * * * 


*9- MPbt VSnMbWb 


23 Ormanian, Vol. II, cols. 1761-1762. 
2i Nalpantian, p. 244. 
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SOME DISCOVERIES IN A MIXED «HOARD» 
OF MEDIEVAL ARMENIAN SILVER PIECES 


One of the many delights of numismatics, whether you are just a collector or a 
professional numismatist, is the first hand examination of a hoard of ancient or 
medieval coins fresh from the ground. This joy, unfortunately, is afforded to only a few, 
and what a shame this is. For the handling of a number of closely related coins is the 
ultimate learning experience. No amount of reading or study can compensate for this 
type of hands on exposure. 

It is truly amazing just what can be learned from a hoard of coins. Aside from the 
obvious, a great deal of other facts can be derived, not only for the numismatist, but for 
the archaeologist and historian. Hoards of just a few coins to thousands are so important 
to these historical scientists that the Royal Numismatic Society, funded by the British 
Academy, publish periodically, a book entitled, Coin Hoards. These books list all of the 
coin hoards that have been reported to the Society for the dates that are covered by each of 
these books. 

I have been truly blessed in having had several hoards of both ancient 1 and 
medieval 2 * coins to examine and study at my leisure. One such group was rather by 
accident and is even now still under investigation. 8 This was early in the spring of 
1974, when the Reverend I. G. C. Campbell 4 * obtained a hoard of 704 Cilician Armenian 
silver pieces 6 * for study at the university of Nebraska. At that time I was working in a 
scientific testing laboratory and had at my disposal a direct reading electronic balance 
that was sensitive to one thousandth of a gram and accurate to one hundredth of a gram. 
As I was also Ian Campbell's part time research assistant, I was asked by him to weigh 
each of these Armenian coins. 

When they were purchased, the coins had been roughly separated by similar look 
into twelve packets of 24 to 82 coins each. Ian, with his early archaeological training 
had already marked each coin with its hoard number with India ink. As I opened the 
first packet of seventy-one silver trams of Hetoum I, and saw my first Cilician 
Armenian coin, I am afraid that I was disappointed. These coins were in various stages 
of very heavy tarnish to outright corrosion. Some even had small bits of the cloth bag 
that they had been buried in adhering to some of the coins. 6 Most of these coins were of 


1 Some of the ancients: hoard of 279 late Roman bronzes; hoard of 63 small and 67 large module 
Anastasius I folles; hoard of 1,088 and hoard of 469 copper scyphates (see Coinage and Money in the Byzantine 
Empire 1081-1261 (NewYork, 1967), by Michael F. Hendy); 1,852 silver punch mark pieces from Magadha, 
India. 

2 Some of the medieval: hoard of 114 large and hoard of 23 small Trebizon aspers; hoard of 489 Ottoman 
gold pieces; hoard of 786 mixed Indian coppers; hoard of 374 billon bull and horseman pieces. 

See Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. XX (September 1994), No. 3, pp. 45-52, "A 
Michrochemical Investigation of Suspected Plating on Thirteenth-Century Armenian Silver Trams " by L A 
Saryan and R. F. Dragen. ’ 

4 Ia ? ? harles Gordan Campbell: A.M. (Archaeology), A.B. (Byzantine Art), M.D. (Master of Divinity), 

Fellow of the Antiquarian Society Edinburgh, Fellow of the Royal Numismatic Society, 1934-40, Archaeologist 
in Turkey; 1940-54, Head Master of a Turkish Boys School in Izmir; 1954-74, Minister for the First 
Congregational Church of Weeping Water, Nebraska; 1956-78, Curator of the Numismatic and Philatelic 
Section of the University of Nebraska State Museum. 

6 See The Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. 141 (1981), pp. 166-171, plates 32-34, "Notes on the Classification of 
the Trams of Cilician Armenia, c. 1200-1270," by D. M. Metcalf. 

_ . , T T he Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. 141 (1981), pp. 171-172, "Textile Traces on the Coins of Hetum and 
Zabel, by L. J. Majewski. 
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little artistic ment and some were poorly struck and in general were in a very poor 
state of preservation. 7 After weighing only a few of these coins my fingers were black 
and were soiling the new 2"x2" envelopes that I was putting each coin fnto for storage 

of 1 thatf kTng" e trams Cket Het ° Um 1 C ° mS Were beautifil1 ’ wel1 Preserved early exampfes 


nnJvfT weighed the coins 1 was to Pass them on to Mr. Robert A. Weimer 

Trls a^d find 'th^^ *9“*^ Bob was to ™co rd the inscriptions, the field 
arks and find their Bedoukian corpus number. However, before I had finished 

weighing the second packet, Bob found that he needed to move out of state for his regular 
j b. It was thus that Ian asked me to do Bob's work to, and I found myself with more 
than two decades of fascinating work on this group of Armenian coins. 

By f m ^summer of 19 ! 4 ’ Bill l the man who had obtained the Armenian coins for Ian 

colTection oT°489 t0 T H6 T S ° ld 3 local business man his extensive 

ZSr 4 r m T n8 “ d Was here to put together a two volume catalogue of 
k wwT ? L S s P. ecialt y was Arabic coins and he gave me an autographed copy of 

abont^h^ h-r 6 ^ Wntte " ° n how t0 read ^abic coins. This prompted^ to as/him 
about the bilingual corns of Hetoum I. Bill told me that he had a number of these coins 

?ndicTted^h^ ad th 0n y k^ ee 6 i ft besides what was in his Personal collection. He also 
indicated that these bilingual coins were from several very large groups of coins 

L n nd U leLme 0 d U [h;t h h a \ he H purch \ sed ^Turkey. I bought the three remaining trams 
“ , thTth^ \ had /!u° kept thirt y- six other of the better pieces from our group. It 

Z ad £ h Jpvp h i ear fk 6d T gr ° Up r was not the nn touched hoard that we had been 
lead to believe, but rather only about one fourth or one fifth of a much larger hoard. 

enti^CTOun^cnfrl W 2 rk ° f weighing and recording the inscriptions of the 

ILfT ST fuTl’ 1 started a die comparison study. In this study I picked out all of 

own ^un h Then d I ST 0bverS / inscri P tion and P^ced them together in their 

featuSs to ' J X k T fl ®°“ * ® group and compared its distinctive obverse 
anrfT on T!\ 1 T 0ther coins with that same obverse inscription. And the second 

TL ln thT T CO f P l re t them a11 t0 each 0f the other coins in that grouped of 

than rv Way were struck from the same obverse dieoff any. I 

then did likewise with each of the reverse inscriptions and coins. Early in this study I 

made a startling discovery. I found two Levon I trams of the two lion type that were from 

e same obverse die, but had different reverse dies. And too, the reverse inscriptions 

ere not the usual bUmanbO'P'u UUSflbfr, but rather UlTPUS IfrUP-UMT 4U3H. Could this 

RprfmlT T T g j name ° n it? U was not ““til much later that I found that Dr 
T ? S ° f °T °v e ° f these strange trams. 8 I have subsequently checked the 

bu7so farVhave L not° n 1 ^ b ° n tram that 1 haV6 86611 t0 366 if 1 C ° uld fmd another one, 

vt, n fk S T ad u°\ J S Tf 1 j? id find in fllis S™ 11 ? were three of the coronation type 
trams with the long holdmg the fleur-de-lys in his left hand and six of later trams with 

the king holding a mace over his left shoulder. Thus there are eleven trams in all of 

m thl ® ; f ou P /^coins. Of the thirty-six coins that I saw that were retained 
y Bill, there were three of King Smpad. These trams were as follows: 


CCA No. 1659, 2.96 grams T T Obverse: •rtllTPUS ffrU9.Ubr)P 411306 

Reverse: -RjUPmnNfrfVu UUSDbfrnS 


7 These pieces were mostly silver trams of Hetoum’s last issue of silver 

in m vT f n r ‘ nT Z 'iT°VT ° f T ber 22 ’ 1982 ‘ The8e two Levon-Smpad coins were marked as such 

them was on dhk 167 When 1°^ and , all ° f notes were sent to him. His only mention of 

1981 Tkt AfoJSL* dwnij^ “ ° y ° ^ ““ ° bv ' 2 2 91 *' f "»> the 


Armenian Numismatic Journal Vol. XXI (1995) 


Some Discoveries in a Mixed «Hoard» of Medieval Armenian Silver Pieces 71 


CCA No. 1660, 2.90 grams t \ Obverse: -rtJUPUS ffrU9.U I HP 4U3fl8 

Reverse: -UiUPnanbffrP'u UUSObtrO 

four dots to right of king 

CCA No. 1666, 2.57 grams t 4 Obverse: -rtJUPUS ffruq.fr 4U3fl 

Reverse: -PiUPninhfVu UUSfl 


Ten of the eleven King Smpad coins in our group are shown in photographic Plate 
III. Coins No. 1 and 2 are the Levon I - Smpad type from the same obverse die. On coin 
No. 3 note the faint fleur-de-lys in the field next to the king's left hand. On the reverse of 
coin 3 there is a misspelling of the legend. While the weight of coin 5 is good for a tram, 
the circle of dots around the king and the seated king its self is much smaller than 
normal. Coins No. 3, 7, 9, and 10 seem to be missing the footstool, while the other coins 
have it. Coin No. 11 appears to have a double mace over the king's shoulder. 


Coin No. 1, 2.96 grams T 4 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

-UbhfTu ffrUq-UMlP. 4U 

-njupus ffruq.uwr 4 un 

Coin No. 2, 2.91 grams T 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

-tibWTu ffrUq.UbflP. 4U 
-rtJUPUS ffrUq.UNP 4U306 

Coin No. 3, 3.03 grams t -l 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

-fuupus ifruq»rr 4U3P 
-uiupmnrfrfvu uusunj 

Coin No. 4, 2.82 grams T ^ 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

+UU*PUS ffrUq.UWP 4U3D8 

-uiupnanwfrP'u uusn 

Coin No. 5, 2.88 grams T / 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

-HJUPUS ffrUq>UhPP 4U3fl6 
•rtuprnnhffrp'u uusnwrn 

Coin No. 6, 2.81 grams T / 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

-mums (fruq.ubrr 4U3ns 
■uiupmnbffrp\j uusnwms 

Coin No. 7, 2.71 grams T 4 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

•rtjirpus ifruq.uhrr 4U3ns 
-uiupnq.nwfrp'u uusnhuns 

Coin No. 8, 3.09 grams T <- 

Obverse: +UITPUS ffrUq.UWT 4U3D6 

Reverse: +MUPn f lflbffrP‘u UUSnMrfl 

three dots to right of king 

Coin No. 9, 2.80 grams T <- 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

4Wpus ffruq.uwp 4usn 
+qupnanNfrp < u uusnMrn 

Coin No. 10, 3.25 grams T 7 1 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

■fuirpus ffruq-np 4U3 
-mupmnwfrfvu uusnMrn 

Coin No. 11, 3.00 grams T V 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

-rtjirpus ffruq.ubrr 4 U 3 fi 8 
-ujupfnnwfrfvu uusnbtm i 


Please note that coin No. 7 has been omitted from the photographic plate due to space 
limitations. 


ROBERT R. KUTCHER 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


° B v SE ^Y ER Commemora tive Coin for Yerevan State University is 
Available. Armenian Observer, Vol. XXIV (17 August 1994) No. 41 dd 1 1 

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Yerevan State University, a limited number of 
commemorative coins are issued, available at $65 Y unutea 

T bP'X. 

^1995) R S^.'3Tmur 0rld COln R ° Undup - World Coin News, Vol. XXD (27 March 

r°c Ai y ienla lasued a 25 dram sUver Proof commemorative coin in honor 
°/ batt ) e of Sardara Pat (1918). The obverse of 1994-dated. 0.999 silver coin depicts 
the Armenian coat of arms and bears the inscription “4U3UUSU‘u." The reverse features 
a symbolic design dominated by an eagle and the monument of Sardarapat and the 
scripdon ‘yuPTUPU‘nus/1918.” Diameter 39 mm, weight 1.000 oz, 3.000 minted 

4u.ju.uuiu.hb Pnqu.plfu.tr t 26 qputjhng u.ptru.pbu.j jn L ,u.nnu.J J„ L 

J bnh Um ^r Pm Trt 1994 p nL u.qpn L u.b L 0-999 qn^ IpiLSbu,, nnHj/, 

Aht Ul ir ¥ i pnU t { ^ Jk 7 k - «4U3UUSU/u» u.ptl^pn'lpfin, Vpis/,1 

b k Pnptp^np n.pn^gf.b Jp, „ Lp >{, L J Y ufpuILpSufu. L 

i n T r abi k fnAf WU{h r h Lt <UUPn ' UPU ‘^S / 1 9 1 8> funpmgpnt.p fttAtpi Spu.Lgfi' 39 J, 
pn L p fill 1.000 u.n L hq, 3,000 op^utli pnqu.plfnLu.tr, ' f ^ 

^1 995KN^ N 52 r mus W ° rId COln R0undup ‘ World Co1n News ’ Vo1 - XXII (14 August 
See abstract of No. 26. 

® X ^Tj™^.^liiuf nenla H ° n0rS Inde P endence - w °™ com News. vol. 
See abstract of No. 26. 

26 BRITISH ROYAL MINT. Armenia Issues First Commemorative Coin Since 
illus PendenCe ' Armenian Mirror-Spectator , Vol. LXV (1 July 1995), No. 3393, p. 10. 

I?thp e naHn^-o f ff r ? lenla lssued a 25 dram silver P roof commemorative coin in honor 
L a flrSt currenc y* The obverse of 1994-dated, 0.925 sterling silver coin 

4U/u PU/nb S nbf^3nM? "^he T- at ° f f"?® ^ bCarS 1116 lnscrl P tion “4U3UUSU*ub 
S' f ? atU oo S o apriCOt ^ ^ le ^ end inArmenian trbPU'o 
d ARMENIACA APRICOT. Diameter 38.61 mm, weigt 28.28 grams, 10,000 minted 

lutjutuu.uthf, ^ lull p wig h ui n l p fii_hp Pnguiplfuitr £ 26 qpiuJhng u.ptru.pbu.j jnLiuiqpuiJ Jp A 

iSZZl J U “ t *?i b \ ' t rA h “"“W u,UJ P b ibab’ hl 1991 PnruiqpLu.tr L 0 926 Lhptfhu Li 
4UV.pu^bsnVf»3nM^ f ^ u i uju ’ 1 } b r n ^ b k upi-AiM «4usuusu‘ub 

, irf UJ ‘tr nL P/’ l -i'P‘ 'bpu.Jf, buifib puihq.uilfni.uib £ bfiputh nr Zuijbpbh 

L {ARMENlACA APRICOT, tunputqpn.p^hpi Spu.Ju.fL' 
3861 JJ ' *-*P"‘-Pb‘* 28.28 qpuiJ, 10,000 o pbhuilf p nqu. plfnLu.tr i ^ E P 

27 BRITISH ROYAL MINT. Armenia: Silver 25 Dram Marks 
Numismatist, Vol. 108 (August 1995), No. 8, p. 925, illus 

See abstract of No. 26. 


First Currency Issue. 


Britanakan ark'ayakan dramanishneru kachare 
aykakan dram-i hushahawak'atsoyi nor orinakner hraparak ke hane [The British 
Royal Mint Strikes New Examples of Armenian Commemorative Drams] - Pnhuiu.- 

hu.lfiuh u.ppu.ju.lfu.h qpiu J u. b fhb pnL lfu.6u.np <u. jtfiutfuih qpuij^ jnLfu.tu.ru. pu.tr njh hnp 

See abstract ofNcTSe^ ^ Hairen ^> Vol. 95 (3 August 1995), No. 44427, p. 16, illus. 
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INVENTORY OF SMPAD TRAMS 

Compiled by Y. T. Nercessian 


The catalogue below is compiled by merging the silver coins of Smpad listed in P. Z. 
Bedoukian's Coinage of Cilician Armenia 1 and "A Hoard of Smpad Coins," 2 sale and 
auction catalogues, and input from several collectors (Plates II and III). 3 Three types of 
coins are included. 

A. Coronation tram 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with lions, wearing a crown and 
royal mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and fleur-de- 
lys in his 1. His feet rest on a footstool. Clockwise legend, 

+ UUTU.S ffrUq.UNT 4U.3n6. 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise legend, 

+ ijunnTnwfrfVu uusnhd-ns. 

B. Tram 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with lions, wearing a crown and 
royal mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and mace in 
his 1., extending over his shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ UITPUS ffrU.q.UNin 4U3D8. 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise legend, 

+ nunrnnNfrfvu uusnhb-ns. 

C. Half tram (or billon) 

Obv.: Lion walking r., behind him a cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ uitpus fa-uq.fr 4 . 

Rev.: Fleur-de-lys. Clockwise legend, 

+ Ch'ubl b -RUTU-ft UK 


Table I. Smpad silver coin catalogue 

No CCA No Reverse Legend f Wt Obv. /Rev. Die Coll. PI 

A. Coronation trams (king holding fleur-de-lys/addorsed lions) 

-abbfTu f»uq.uwin 4U3n8U 

001 — +UUTUS f9-uq.uwp 4U3R8 B4 2.75 — — PB Unp-1 * 


1 P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York, 1962; Vienna, 1963: revised edition 
Danbury, Ct, 1979), pp. 325-328, pis. 

2 P. Z. Bedoukian, “A Hoard of Smpad Coins," Handes Amsorya, Vol. LXXVIII (January-March 1964), 
Nos. 1-3, p. 37-44 (in Armenian); also in Selected Numismatic Studies (Los Angeles, 1981), pp 380-383 An 
English translation of this article, entitled "A Silver Hoard of Smpad of Cilician Armenia," is published in this 
issue, pp. 59-62. 

3 Coin Nos. 5, 7, 77, and 134 are illustrated with “A Silver Hoard of Smpad of Cilician Armenia," Plate II- 
coin Nos. 1 and 4 are illustrated with "Two Unpublished Coins of King Smpad of Cilician Armenia," Plate II; 
Coin Nos. 2, 3, 44-46, 61, 70, 84, 85, and 142 are illustrated with "Some Discoveries in a Mixed «Hoard» of 
Medieval Armenian Silver Pieces," Plate III. 
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No CCA No 


Reverse Legend f wt Obv./Rev. Die 

A. Coronation trams (cont.) 


-rumtu O'uq.ubnp. <>u 


002 

— 

-RJITRUS ffrURUMP 4U8D6 

B9 

2.91 

01 


003 — -RJITRUS IfrURUMT 4Ufl 

-RJITRUS fd'U.q.UMlP 4U3n6 

BIO 2.96 

01 

— 

004 — -RJITRUS ffrURUNT 4U3n8 

-RjiTRus 0 -uq.np 4 usns 

B4 

2.56 

— 

— 

005 — -RJITRUS 0'Uq.UWT 4U3D8 

•RJITRUS IfrURUMlP 4U3H8 

B1 

2.74 

03 

— 

006 

— 

-RjupnanMfrR'u uus linn 

B4 





007 

— 

-Riupnanbf»p , b uusnMrns 

C3 

2.91 

05 


008 

— 

-RtupnanNfrR'u uusnMrns 

D2 



02 

009 

— 

+Mupn f inpft)‘P\ J uusnMrns 

C2 

2.41 



010 

— 

-Riupm.nN&'P'b uusnMrns 

Cl 

2.76 


02 

Oil 

1653a 

•Rtupnanpfd'RL uusnMrns 

A1 

2.42 



012 

1653a 

+RUpn r inbf9‘p , u uusnMrns 

B4 




013 

1653a 

+qupm.nM»R < u uusnMrns 

F 

2.91 



014 

1653a 

-RtupnanM^R'u uusnMrns 

F 

2.58 



015 

1653a 

-Riupnanh^p'o uusnMrns 





016 

1653a 

-Rjupnn.nbffrp'u uusnMrns 

__ _ 




017 

1653a 

-Rtupnanbfa-R'u uusnMrns 





018 

1653a 

-Rjupnanbfd'p'u uusnMrns 





019 

1653a 

-RiupnanMcrR'u uusnMrns 






020 

1653a 

-Rjupnanbfft'R'u uusnMrns 





021 

1653a 

-RjUpno.npf»p < u uusnMrns 

__ _ 




022 

1653a 

-Rjupnn.nbfd'R'u uusnMrns 

B4 

2.85 



023 

1653a 

-Rrtj.pnanMfrp'u uusnMrns 

C3 

2.68 



024 

1653aV 

■Rtupn r inM9‘R‘u uusiMrns 

C3 




025 

1653aV 

-Rjupnanbf^R'u uusiMrns 

C3 




026 

1653aV 

-Rjupnn.nbo-R'u uusiMrns 





027 

1653aV 

-RjUpnanM9‘R\ J uusrMrns 






028 

1653aV 

-RiupnanMfrP'u uusiMrns 

__ _ 




029 

1 653aV 

+qupn f inM9'P‘u uusiMrns 

__ _ 




030 

1653aV 

-RtupnanMcTR'u uusiMrns 

__ _ 




031 

1 653aV 

-RjupnanM^RY, uusiMrns 

__ _ 




032 

1 653aV 

•RtupnanMecRY. uusiMrns 

__ _ 




033 

1653aV 

-RjupnanNfrR'u uusiMrns 

__ _ 




034 

1653b 

-Rjupnn.nMcTR'u uusnMrn 

A1 

2.42 



035 

1653b 

-RjupnanMa-RY, uusnMrn 





036 

— 

-RjupnanwfrR'u uusnMr n 

B4 



05 


037 

1653b 

-RjupnanMd'R'u uusnMr 


___ 



038 

1654 

-RjupnanwfrRb uusnMr 

B2 

2.42 



039 

1654 

-RjupnanicTRYj uusnifr 

— 


___ 




Coll. pi 


RK2 

RK1 


PB Unp-2 


SNS-1 


SNS-2 

SNS-3 * 4 • 

SNS-4 

SNS-5 

SNS-6 

CCA-PB 5 

R 12-5-94-80 • 

NW 

CNG 27-181 6 • 
AD371/1 7 
AD 371/2 
AD 371/3 
AD 372/1 
AD 372/2 
AD 372/3 
AD 373/1 
NK 919 
M 12-827 
AD 365 8 • 

AD 366 
AD 367/1 
AD 367/2 
AD 367/3 
AD 368/1 
AD 368/2 
AD 368/3 
AD 369/1 
AD 369/2 
CCA-IS 
AD 373/2 
SNS-7 
AD 373/3 
CCA-KB 
AD 374/1 


. 7 4 ^ k aminat ‘ on of photographs in Handes Amsorya (see above, note 2, p. 40) show that for coins SNS-3 
to 7, in the word f^un-UKT the letters O and R are ligatured. 

Z BiSnb?? 6 ' 8 are P resent jn fr °nt of an abbreviation (CCA-PB), that means the source is P. 

Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York, 1 962). 

® Coin Nos. 14, 24, 25, 40, and 41 with circles in field each side of the king. 

air Qa Hwit h !i Ve S^ piled fro ™ Ashed Donabedian aucion catalogue as much as we possibly colud Coins 

already cited in CCA are not duplicated. y 

8 Coin No. 24 has dot at the end of obverse legend. 
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No CCA No Reverse Legend 

t 

Wt 

Obv./Rev. Die 

Coll. 

PI 

A. Coronation trams (cont.) 




+:UUPUS O'Uq.UMP 4U308 

040 1653a +9upn r tnnfa > p , u uusnMrns 

F 

2.92 



... 

YN 

* 

04i i653av +^upnant4frP‘u uusnntms 

C2 

— 

— 

... 

AD 370/1 

* 

042 1 653aV +quPnq.nwa'P , u UUSnMrn3 

C2 

— 

— 

— 

AD 370/2 


043 i653av +uupn f inho > P‘ij uusnptrns 

C2 

— 

— 

— 

AD 370/3 


-njirpus ra-uq^uMP 4U3ns 

044 1655V +^upn r xnM9'P , u uusnntms 

B4 

2.81 

... 

... 

RK6 

* 

045 1653bV 4^iUPn r inbf9‘P‘u UUSHMrn 

A5 

2.88 

— 



RK5 

* 

046 — +ijupn r inPf9'P‘u uusn 

B4 

2.82 

— 

— 

RK4 

* 

■fUlTPUS Id-Uq.UMT 4U3 

047 — -^upnanM»p*u uus 

D2 

— 

— 

— 

SNS-8 


-uurpus ra-uq-upup 4 U 

048 — +MupnanN9'P , u uus 1 

B3 

2.92 

07 

04 

SNS-9 


049 — +MUPn r inMa'P , u UUS 1 

B3 

3.03 

07 

04 

SNS-10 


+UUPUS ra-uq-np 4U3U6 

050 1655 +qupmnwa>fvu uusnbtrns 

B4 

- 

... 

... 

CCA- AD 


051 1655 +9upnanwa-p\ J uusnpuris 

B4 

— 

... 

... 

CCA-BN 


052 1655 +qUPn r inbfa>p\ J UUSDMrnS 

B4 

— . 

... 

... 

CCA-KB 


053 1655 +qUPfl f inbfa'fVu UUSflhtmS 

B4 

... 

... 

... 

CCA-MM 


054 1655V -UiUPmnbfa'fVu UUSOMrOS 

D1 

2.68 

... 

... 

YN 

* 

055 — +qupnq,n iia-p'u uusn itrn I 

B3 

3.02 

03 

... 

SNS- 1 1 


056 1655V +qupn r !nwa‘P < u uusnbu 

B4 

2.80 


— 

GM 


+uupus ra-uq-unop <tu 

057 1656 +qupnanMa'p‘b uusnNrn 

A4 

... 

... 


CCA-WM 


058 1657 +qupm.npfa'P‘u uusmr 

A4 

... 

... 



CCA-MM 


059 1656 -PiUPnanra'P'u UUSP 

— 

— 

— 

— 

AD 374/3 


+UUPUS ia>uq.np 4U3 

060 1658 +qupn r inwa'q\, UUS 

B3 

— 

— 

— 

CCA-MM 



B. Trams (king holding mace/addorsed lions) 


-HJUPUS ffruq.rp 4U3P 9 

061 1659V -^UPnanffrfVu UUSUhtr 

■rtJirpus re-uq-uMip 4U3ns 


062 1659 

063 1659 

064 1659 

065 1660 

066 1660 

067 1659V 

068 1659V 

069 1660V 


-^upnanhr»p , u uusnMrns 
4*iupnwf»fvu u.usnMrn3 
•rtupnanhO'p'u uusnwrns 
-^upnann^Pti uusnbu-n 
-mupnanwa-p'u uusnwrn 
7^upnanf9'p‘u uusnhtm I 
Tfrupnanffrfvu uusnptr 
+9Upnanpp'P , u uusn I 


B3 3.03 


B4 

B4 

B4 

E 

E 

A4 

A4 

A6 


09 

09 


RK3 


CCA-AA 
CCA- AD 
CCA-PB 
CCA-AA 
CCA-IS 
AD 375 10 
AD 376 
AD 377/1 


9 King seated on throne, but holding a fleur-de-lys instead of a mace. Reverse is double struck and 
there is a misspelling of the legend. 

10 Coin Nos. 67 and 68, in inscription circle, sunburst over the king's head. 
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No CCA No Reverse Legend f wt Obv./Rev. Die 


B. Trams (cont.) 


+UUPUS f»Uq.UMP 4U3n6 u 




070 1661 

-uiupnanpfa'P'u uusnMrn i 

B6 

3.00 

— 

+UITPUS f»Uq.UMT 4Un8 




071 1661 

-uiupnanpffrp'o uusn 

B4 



072 1661 

-pjupnn.nnfd'P'b uusn 

B4 



073 1661 

-uiupnanpffrp'u uusn 




074 1661 

■fdupnanpfa'P'u uusn 

__ _ 



075 1661 

-uiupnanMtrp'u uusn 

A4 

2.59 

— 

+UUPUS ffrUq.UMT 4U08 (?) 




076 — 

^unnanpfd'P^ uusnMrn3 

B4 



077 1661 

+9Upnanpf&'P\ J uusn 

B4 

2.67 

— 

+uupus f»uq.uMr 4usn i 




078 1663V -urtj.pnn.nhffrp'u uusnMrn 

A4 

2.74 

_ _ _ 


-HJirpus f»uq.unrr <»u3n 


079 1662 

080 1662 

081 1662V 

082 1662 

083 1662V 

084 1662V 

085 1662V 

086 1662V 

087 1663 

088 1663 

089 1663 

090 1663 

091 1663 

092 1663V 

093 1664 

094 1664 

095 1664 

096 1664 

097 1664 

098 1664 

099 1664V 

100 1665 
101 1665 
102 1665 

103 1666 

104 1667 

105 1667 

106 1667 

106 1667 

107 1667 


+^unmnM»p*b uusnMrns 
-^unnanwfrfvu uusnMrns 
+9upn f inw»p , u uusnMrn t 
-^unnanpffrfvu uusnMrns 
-niunnanMfrfvu uusnMrn I 
•HnxpmnN»fVu uusnMrn 
-^upnanNfrP'u uusnMrn 
-^upnn.nr&'p'u uusnMrn I 
-^upnanNfrivu uusnMrn 
-^upnanp^p^ uusnMrn 
-uiupnanp^P'o uusnMrn 
-uiupnanwfrfvu uusnMrn 
-U4upnanpf<rp‘u uusnMrn 
+MUpn f inNfrP‘u uusnMrn 
-*upnanpf9'p‘u uusnMr 
-ujupnn.np^p'u uusnMr 
-^UPnanNtrfVu uusnMr 
+MUpnn,npf9-p , u uusnMr 
-uiupnanwfrpi. uusnMr 
-pjupnanwfrp'u uusnMr 
-^upnn.npfirp'u uusnMr 
+^upnanpf&'P c u uusnp 
-uHJ.pnanwa'P'u uusnn 
-uiupnannfcrfvu uusnp 
-^upnannp-p , u uusn 
-uiupnanpfa'p'u uus i 
+'4Upn f inpre>'P‘u uus i 
-unj.pnanMfrp'u uus i 
•uiupnanwa'p'u uus i 
-unj.pnn.npffrp'u uus i 


A4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



A4 

2.63 

11 

_ 

A3 

2.71 

— 

___ 

A5 

2.83 

11 



A5 

3.09 

— 

___ 

A5 

2.80 

- — 



B8 

2.78 

— 

___ 

A4 

— 

— 


A4 

— 



_ __ 

A4 

2.50 



_ __ 

A4 

2.79 

— 

___ 

A4 

— 

13 

___ 

B4 

2.80 

— 

___ 

A4 

— 

— 

_ __ 

A4 

— 



_ __ 

A4 

— 

— 

___ 

B6 

2.72 

13 



A4 

— 

15 


A4 

2.94 

— 



B4 

2.88 

— 



B3 

2.88 

— 



B3 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

... 

B4 

— 

— 

___ 

B4 

— 

— 

___ 

B4 

— 

— 

___ 

B4 

2.63 

11 



B4 

2.63 

11 



A6 

2.59 

— 

06 


11 Has double mace. 

12 LS coins 1-6, Ex AD, lot 384. 

13 Three dots to right of king. 

™ (CM.861-1992), Bourgey sale 27.X.1992, lot 920. Ex N. 
LS coins 1-3, spelling closest to fiHJ.q4Jhrr. 


Kapamadjian coll., lot 1333. 


Coll. 


RK1 1 


CCA-AA 
CCA-WM 
AD 378/1 
AD 379/1 
YN 


SNS-12 

SNS-13 


YN 


CCA-WM 

AD 378/2 

LSI 12 

RK7 

LS2 

RK8 13 

RK9 

NW 

CCA-AA 

CCA-JG 

CCA-KK 

FM coU. 14 

SNS-14 

YN 

CCA- AD 

CCA- AD 

CCA-MM 

SNS-15 

SNS-16 

NK 921 

NW 

CCA-PB 

SNS-17 

AD 379/3 

CCA-VM 

CCA-IS 

CCA-MM 

LS3 15 

LS3 

LS4 
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No CCA No Reverse Legend t Wt Obv./Rev. Die Coll. PI 


B. Trams (cont.) 


. uuppu's iu<umr <tu3n 


108 1667V -PrUPmnWfrfVu UUS 
4UUPUS ffrUTUWT 4.U3 

A6 

2.47 


06 

LS7 16 

109 

1668 

-fqunnwffrfvu uusnMrns 

B4 

— 

— 

— 

CCA-WM 

110 

1668 

-utupnanwfrfvu uusnMrns 

B4 

3.08 

— 

— 

NW 

111 

1668 

-mupnannffrfVb uusnMrns 

— 

— 

— 

— 

AD 380/1 

112 1668V +Munn r tn^P < u uus 
-rtjupus i»uq.nn 4U3n 





AD 379/4 

113 

— 

+uupn f inw»p , u uusnwrn 

B1 

— 

17 

— 

SNS-18 

114 

1669 

-ntupnanwfrP'u uusnntrn 

B7 

2.60 

— 

— 

NW 

115 

1669V 

+qupn f inN»P , u uusnwrn 

A6 

2.84 

— 

— 

CNG 27-182 

116 

1669 

+MUpnanhf9‘P < u uusnwr 

A4 

— 

— 

— 

CCA-WM 

117 

1669 

+9upnn,nwa > p , u uusnwr 

— 

— 

— 

— 

AD 380/2 

118 

— 

+qupnanN»p , u uusntvr 

A4 

2.97 

19 

— 

SNS-19 

119 

1670 

+MUpn r inNa-n , u uusnu- 

A4 

— 

— 

— 

CCA-WM 

120 

1671 

-Piupnanwfrp'u uusnn 

D1 

2.55 

— 

— 

CCA-KK 

121 

1671 

+9Upm.nN0'P‘b uusni^ 

D1 

2.61 

— 

— 

CCA-PB 

122 

1671 

+qupnanN9'P‘u uusnn 

D1 

— 

— 

— 

CCA-WM 

123 

1671V 

-utupnannffrivu uusm 

A4 

2.87 

— 

— 

NW 

124 

— 

+Mupn r inwa'p\j uusnn 

B3 

— 

17 

— 

SNS-20 

125 — +9unmnN»fVu uusn 

-PJITPUS P-UTIT 4.U30 

B3 

2.64 

19 


SNS-21 

126 

1672 

+qupn r inM«) i P‘u uusnn 

B3 

— 

— 



CCA-MM 

127 

1672 

+qupnanNt) > P‘u uusni* 

B3 

2.85 

— 



NK 923 

128 1672V -UrtJ.nmnNfrP'u uusn 
-tuirpus f»uq.np 4U3 1 

A4 

3.05 

... 


CS IV-810 

129 

1673V 

+qupn r inM»p , u uusnKrn3 

A4 

2.59 





YN 

130 

1673V 

-uiupnanwfrfvu uusnwrn 

A4 

2.89 

— 



YN 

131 

1673 

+qupnanN9‘P i u uusnwr 

B4 

2.75 

21 



LS5 

132 

1673 

-ptupn'inwfrPT. uusnMr 

B4 

— 

— 



CCA-WM 

133 

1673 

+MUpnanwd‘P‘o uusnntr 

B4 

— 

23 



SNS-22 

134 

1673 

+qupnanw9'p‘u uusnMr 

B3 

3.09 

23 



SNS-23 

135 

1673 

+4upnanwfrp < u uusnntr 

— 

— 

- — 



AD 380/4 

136 

1673V 

-prupnanw^p*!; uusnwr 

A4 

2.75 

— 



NW 

137 

1673V 

+qupnsf9'P‘u uusnwr 

B5 

2.62 

21 



LS6 

138 

1674 

+nupnanN9‘P‘u uusnt' 

A4 

2.62 



___ 

YN 

139 

1674 

+MUpnanN9 > P‘u uusnn 

A3 

2.80 

— 



CCA-PB 

140 1674V -njunnannffrfvu uusn 
+uirpus min-cr -tus 

A4 

2.55 

... 


NW 17 

141 

1676 

+qupnanwfrp , u uusnwrn I 

B3 

2.47 

— 



CCA-PB 

142 

1676V 

+qupn f inw»p‘u uusnwrn 

B6 

3.25 

— 

___ 

RK10 

143 

1676V 

-ptupnanN^PTj uusnwrn 

B2 

2.36 

— 

— 

NK 922 


16 No cross in obverse inscription circle, cross replaced by two dots. In reverse inscription circle first 
cU> oddly formed, last letter apparently «s>. 

17 On coins 61-64, 71, 72, 129, 130, 134, 136, 138, and 140, a fleur-de-lys is extending over king's left 
shoulder instead of a mace. They should be considered transition dies from coronation to reqular silver 
trams. 
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No CCA No 

Reverse Legend 

t 

Wt 

Obv./Rev. Die 


B. Trams (cont.) 



+uirpus fa-uq-nn 4U.8 





144 1675 

+qunn f innfe> > P‘u uusnwr 

B3 



25 

08 

145 1675 

•^unnanwfrfvu uusnwr 

B3 



25 

08 

146 1675 

+qunmnpffrfvu uusnp (?) 

B3 

___ 



147 1675 

+qunnanhffrfvu uusnp (?) 

B3 

— 

— 

— 


C. Half tram (lion/fleur-de-lys) 


-HJUPius] lO'Ujq.unrp 4 





148 1677 

+Uncertaln 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-HJU’PU.s ra'Uq.rr 4 





149 1677V 

+CP‘uUl, P <RUqU-R UP 

— 

0.85 

— 

— 

-HJU'PUS 0*UfP 4 





150 1677V 

+CP\jtJt P 'RUT.U’R U 



0.85 



151 1677V 

+cp*bt?i p up (?) 






152 1677V 

+op‘uui p -auqu-R up 

— 

0.85 



___ 


Coll. PI 


SNS-24 

SNS-25 

CCA-BN 

CCA-BN 


CCA-WM 


JG 


PB 

AM-XXXVI-836 
NK 924 




a 

Al 


a 


A 2 




T 


t 

T 


B2 


l 

T 

B3 



at 



B5 



4 

T 

B7 



t 

T 

B9 




BIO 



1 


C3 




A 

T 


Pig. 1. Smpad tram reverse cross patterns 
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Stylistic grouping of Smpad trams 

Generally speaking, Smpad silver trams are not well preserved. For this reason, 
and because of lack of information, obverse style drawings could not be prepared. For 
most cases, a sketch or sufficient information is available about the reverse cross 
pattern which enabled us to prepare reverse drawings. 

Based on the number of coins catalogued in Table I, it can be concluded that 40.13% 
of Smpad silver coins are coronation trams, 56.58% regular trams, and 3.29% half 
trams, assuming that coins 151 and 152 are not the same coin. 

Reverse cross patterns (see Fig. 1) are classified into six varieties where A and B 
include the predominant varieties; C, D, E, and F are used less frequently. 


Table II. Weight distribution based on reverse design. 


Rev. 

Under 

2.39 

2.40 

2.49 

2.50 

2.59 

2.60 

2.69 

2.70 

2.79 

2.80 

2.89 

2.90 

2.99 

3.00 

Over 

Total 

A 


3 

5 

2 

4 

7 

2 

2 

25 

B 

1 

2 

1 

5 

5 

8 

3 

7 

32 

C 


1 


1 

1 


1 


4 

D 



1 

2 





3 

E 









0 

F 



1 




2 


3 

Total 

1 

6 

8 

10 

10 

15 

8 

9 

67 


The average weight of 25 Smpad coronation trams is 2.77 grams. The average weight 
of 42 silver trams is 2.76 grams. In Dr. Bedoukian's corpus the average weight for 
Smpad silver trams is 2.67 grams. 18 The metrological weight distribution of Smpad 
silver trams based on reverse design are given in Table II and Chart I. Note that Table 
II distribution is based on 67 coins. The chart layout is formed from 120 coins. Due to the 
lack of information, reverse cross patterns could not be drawn for 27 coins. 



Chart I. Reverse design percentage distribution. 


10 Bedoukian, CCA, p. 1 1 1 . 
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The weights of half trams are extremely light to be considered as a half tram, 
rerhaps they should be considered billons, similar to the silver coins of King Hetoum II 
Curiously, all reported half trams are 0.85 gram. At the time this inventory was 
prepared, sufficient information was not available to evaluate and determine if the last 
two half trams (Nos. 151 and 152) are the same or two different coins. They have been 
listed separately to present a complete catalogue. 


When , Bedoukian's Coinage of Cilician Armenia 19 was published in 1962 Smnad 
trams included 9 silver coronation trams and 32 silver trams, a total inventory of 41 
silver coins Since then in our opinion, the total number of Cilician Armenian coins 
has grown to at least 100,000, that is, ten times more than what it was in 1962 Yet the 
total number of Smpad trams has increased barely four times. In 1962, the Smpad trams 
constituted 0.41% of Roupenian comage, in 1995, 0.15%. Relatively speaking, they were 
very scarce m 1962, today they are extremely scarce. 20 


u ir pus fi'uvupnrt'i upitup 'hrum.bp c 

[Uilifinifimil ] 

Chg4u.hnup u.nd u. d p' UtTpujui fiu,g u.unpf,h gpu,dhbpp fu,u tfb ufu,<ufu,hnuu,b, Uju ujuju,- 
‘i U1 t ,b Lb t b 1 Ufuju.pu.uu.bf gpu.dhbpnu bpbuf,h gbu,gpnufi f.uhhb pp, Uu.lfu.jh m ?u ,dhbpn u 
pblfngdbpnuh ufu.inlfbpu.ut ft Ufbpp pujjjupujp u.bgblf„ufif.uh „uhf.h, ujpu.oi.bg dbg ufJJ.pujuJ.nu 
tujdujp pblfngdbpnu fuu.^hf.jhb pnuh gbu.gp„ufi ftuhhbpp, “ “ « L 

UJpu.ut fiu.gu.unp Ifutpujb £ bpbp utbuutlf utpbu.fi gputd. obduth gpujd, <ujuujpujL ujnbu.fi 
tfpujJ L lfftuu.gpu.dx hp ujpbu.fi gtudhbpnuh phgCujhnup fiftup nui.bbuj.nu <Ju,p hbpbj 
gnuguJlfp Ifujgd nub gu.u &ujpb<, ufu.nu/fbuji, f, l%MkuiG 4tUJUiU VUuCfl O.JUuUGkpil ghnnhh L tUdpuju, 
‘ t/ ’ LU ’ n ' *•**—*&. bH^" ipujdujtujuujpijhpnuij dbg <u,jfiu.jfiu.b 

tftdhnuu.b Ugf.uuu.If l-f, utnubujjhhpnuh tfputj, Ifutpbff, f bgpu.tfu.ghbf, fit; Udpuju, fiu.gu.un- 
pfi. gpujdhbpnuh phg<u,hnup pu.hu. Iffth 40.13^ o bdujh gpjud *, 56.58 %-p <ujuu.pu.lf ujpbu.fi 

A "P PI"- 161 L 162 lff.uu.gpu.dhbpp hnjh gpujd- 

hbpn t bh, Uf.uujg.pu.di.bpp <nu phbujjnuujb bh gnugu.lff,b Ifujutu, pb futgn pbd ujh <u,dujp: 

dba ra f‘ U ‘ tU,LaP u^ kb^ipwdhhpp juju, fib fib bu.hpnufif.uh nuhfth x Uubff. Ifp hdujhhh 

a TffJfr&ZfcZZtf i ’ r r-i-r -i 

b 'LbPUbUbU'L 


_ Bedou kian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York, 1962; revised edition, Danbury, Ct, 1979) 

p. 118; Armenian edition (Vienna, 1963), p. 124f ' 

“ ABBREVIATIONS: 

AD= i no C /M nt 3 u 1 ^® diaval Coins from the Collection of Professor Asbed Donabedian," Spink Coin Auction 
1U2 (March 2, 1994). 

AM=Alex G. Malloy, Auction Sale XXXVI (September 22, 1993) 

CNG=Classical Numismatic Group, Auction XXVII (September 29, 1993) 

CS=Credit Suisse, Auction 4 (December 3, 1 985) 

FM=Fitzwilliam Museum 
GM=Garo Matossian 
JG=Jack Guevrekian 
LS=Levon A. Saryan 

M= Munzen und Medaillen, Auktion 12 (29 September 1981) 

N K=Numismatique Collection N[adia] K[apamadjian], Bourgey (Paris, 27 October 1992). For additional de- 
in oo\ m ormatlon see Bou li n . Collection N. K.: Monnaies des Empires de Byzance (Maastricht, 

1 983) 

NW=Name withheld 

PB=Paul Z. Bedoukian; PB Unp="Two Unpublished Coins of King Smpad of Cilician Armenia" 

R-Paul Rynearson, Fall'94 Mail Bid Sale (Decembers, 1994) 

RK=Robert R. Kutcher 

SNS=Selected Numismatic Studies, "A Silver Hoard of Smpad of Cilician Armenia" 

YN=Y. T. Nercessian 
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P. Z. Bedoukian, “A Silver Hoard of Smpad of Cilician Armenia,” Nos. SNS-1, SNS-3, 
SNS-13, SNS-23; P. Z. Bedoukian, “Two Unpublished Coins of King Smpad of Cilician 
Armenia,” Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; Y. T. Nercessian, “Inventory of Smpad Trams,” Nos. 12, 14, 
24,40,41,54,67,69,78,114,115,138. 
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R. R. Kutcher, “Some Discoveries in a Mixed «Hoard» of Medieval Armenian Silver Pieces” 
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29 BRITISH ROYAL MINT. First Armenian Commemorative Coin Struck by British 
Royal Mint. Armenian Weekly, Vol. LXV (22/29 July 1995), No. 29/30 (29717/18), p. 8, 
illus. 

See abstract of No. 26. 

30 COLLON, Dominique. Near Eastern Seals, by Dominique Collon. Berkeley and Los 
Angeles: University of California Press/British Museum, 1990, pp. 16, 51, Fig. 7. 

A seventh century B.C. stamp-cylinder of Urartu is described. The base and the side 
display a two-egged, winged scorpion-tailed monsters, fish and astral symbols. YTN 

blfutpu.gpnt.utb £ () t-put putnt-ft b •£. bopbppnptf gutpnt. gpnjtf-lfi, ftp tf p, Butututlfi. nt. Ifnnftit 
tfputj ttfututlfb pnLutb bit b p Ifn in utit ft , pbutunp nt If utpft&f, ufn^n { Sp^jitbp, dnj.lt L_ utuutntu j hit 
pSpr^uAi^iuVub 

31 GERLACK, Richard. Women on Coins Mainly Monarchs and Romans, by Richard 
Gerlack. World Coin News, Vol. XXI (15 August 1994), No. 17, pp. 10, 14, 15, 34. 

The list includes Queen Erato, portrayed with Tigranes in (6-1 B.C ) on a coin of 
Armenia. YTN 

8nt-guilfutifpni.p ft lit p Ifp ufu, pnL.it mlf^ bpututnj fiu,gn L <fth, ufututlfb pn L utb' Sftgputi, 9*-// <but ( 6-1 
It-'n-) 4 ut jut u intuit ft tfptutf ft if p tfp tup bfi'b 

3® GUEVREIQAN, J. New York Show Plans Made. Armenian Numismatic Journal, 
Series I, Vol. XXI (June 1995), No. 2, p. 22; New York International Numismatic 
Convention Newsletter, p. 1; World Coin News, Vol. XXII (8 May 1995), No 10 p 1- Vol 
XXII (5 June 1995), p. 7. 

In a press release it is announced that Jack Guevrekian will lecture on 6 May 1995 on 
Cilician Armenian Fortifications and Coins." YTN 

, fhh . P Ftr Pn \ *“ h i nL 9" L ‘ T "‘l J^JututputpnLUib t, pt Jujtf b^pipbutit UfftUtf, tfUlUUl- 

fuouf 6 IT Utff, u 1995 p. tbftfftlfhu.it ^utjutuututitf, pb ptf.bpnt.il n L tfputJithpnt.it Jutuftit,* bfrb 

33 KALAJIAN Chris. Enjoyed Article, by Chris Kalajian. World Coin News, Vol. XXI 
(31 January 1994), No. 3, p. 4. 

The letter writer expresses his satisfaction with L. A. Saryan's artcicle on Armenian 
coin prices. yj^ 

butJutlfuttfftppftp ^nUniitu.lfn.pftui.p ifutpututjuijutl, f. tt Uutpbutitf, JtttfnLUib ftit Jutuftit, upn.utb' 
tutjlfutlfutit tfputJitb pm. tf [tit b pnL.it tfputj: f 1 1 

34 MATEVOSLAN, Rafayel. Haykakan zinanshanner [Armenian Coats of Arms] - 

4ui^iai|uiC q]iGuiC 2 iuCChp, gpb g ' fbtufytujhf If utpbtfnujtui,. Yerevan: Academy of Sciences of 
Armenian Republic, 1994. 96 pp.. 78 illus. In Armenian. sciences or 

design of early Armenian coats of arms is discussed. In examining Armenian 
arcMtechirai monuments, ancient manuscripts and coins, the author presents the 
coats of arms of Armenian Bagratids, Zakarians, and Mamikonians YTN 

*hi.u,plfn.utb bittfuttf lu, jlfutlfu.it gftitutitfutititbpp: f) LunUitutu ft pb fn^ <.ut jlf utlfu.it &ut putu, pututb- 
PuttfpuiutnL.iiftiibpnu, Output phuthitb pnL L if utJ ftlfnith utititb pm qjtitutitjutititbpp: ™ ' 9 , bfi'b 

35 MATIOSSIAN, Vartan. Hayagitakan mamule, ays5r [The Armenological Press 

• r “'J"‘- L p' utjuop, tfpbg' ifutptfuti, If tttu, Pfnub utit. Haraj, (11-12 

and e ^ be in Arneman’ Massts Weekl Y> Vo1 - XIV (10 December, 1994), No. 44 (694), pp. 12 

^A T ^ Smat !, C Jo “ ma * ls described as one of the Armenological pe- 
riodicals published throughout the world. ytn 

lm n.pu.Ju,4h».u.ljuiS i.m Ctuj t t „ p . 

ptulfnLntf <utju,tff,u,utlfuti, uftu ppb put pb p ph p\it J fit: 1 ‘ * P P 
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36 MATIOSSIAN Vartan. Ashkharhi ch‘ors ts'agerun hratarakuogh hayagitakan 

W^d Tod a av]° r « II 6 ^ men ° 1 ° glCal PrCSS Published m the Four Ejrtremidel of the 
orid Today] - t n pu ^b P „ L h ^.uon, 

12 A ^nA^nenian U1 ”^^" i,All,l, HdirerWc ' VoI ‘ 95 (5 Januai y 1995), No 44398. pp 1 1 and 
See abstract of No. 35. 

37 NERCESSIAN. Y. T. Armenian Coins and Their Values, by Y T Nercessian Los 
^ ge i e ^ rmenlan Numismatlc Society. Special Publication, No. 8. 1995. 255 pp.. 48 

The treatise is a scientific classification and valuation of all Armenan coins Th P 
monograph covers the following: bibliography, collecting ArmenimTc?i?S Sd 

valuation .a survey of price lists on Armenian coins, the catalogue where the coin^tvoes 
are classified and attributed as follows: kingdom of Sophene Sames (ca 260 R r T a 
“PP“- “* e ^ ly i S0S 0f Dlons ys°s; Arsames I (ca. 240 B.C ) coders 

“ ore ca - 230 BC >- a SoiaSSS 

Arsames D ■ (ca. 230 B.C.). coppers, horseman, nude figure standing and facing eagle and 

^di^e°sfca 0SC 2w : B X rTc ' Ca ' 220 B f ■ >• “ Ppere ’ victory. aZ S£i2fl 2&££ 

Anaissares (ca. 210 B.C.), coppers, eagle: Zariadres (ca. 190 B.C.) coDDer deitv (Anahit 

lMBr^a®, Ica ' 19 ° B copper, deity (Anahit ?): Artaxlad dynasty, Zariadres before 
I®, ?. fi’ c °ppe r ’ thunderbolt; Tlgranes I (123-96 B.C.), coppers, standlnfi fteure auk 
Ike with wreath. Victory with palm-branch, tree: Tlgranes D (95-56 B C ) silver and 

^T^uoch^ches 8 - TT 1 *; ^ U0Ch - 31,(1 Damaacus TVoh« drachnls. StLTta 

Da^ZZ^TWhel -lvkhe 311 ' h ° rse \ c °PP ers - quadriga, Artaxata. Antioch. and 
Damascus ryches, Tyche overstruck on Apamean (Zeus/elephant) Aradian 

(Tyche/Poseidon. Astarte/bull), and Marathus (comucopia/Zeus) coppers Hercales 

SSS'lZSSS m Seleucld ^tlochus XI/Zeus).VuochLeTmpodXteh 

^ZSuiZlke %woL C0PPerS ' Warrl0r - Nike wlth flve ’ four “d three peaks. 
co^foV^y^r- C0 ™ u< ;?P‘ a “ right and left, cornucopia overstruck on a 
copper of Tyre (Tyche/prow of galley), head of wheat, ear of com cvnress tree curved 

pak °' bran ch, tripod, anchor, club, elephant, horse’to left and right Mt 
Argaeus; Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.). a Tetradrachm and a drachm, qu^riga Mng's 

drachm king?^^ 6 ’ 11 ( 3 °- 2 ° B.C.), a copper, Nike; Tlgranes ID (20-8 B.C.), 

drachm tongs figure, hemidrachm, Nike, coppers, biga, warrior, Nike eagle 

thunderbolt, elephant, horse to left and right, half horse, lion's head; Tlgranes IV (8-5 
luL C °^ eT f' ? US ’ Her \ CleS * Victoi y- eagle to right and left, club, t^ee.p^branch 
kwl eleph , ant t0 rtght and left ’ ele P h ant's head: Artavasdes HI (5-2 B.C.), coppers 
king s figure eagle on mountain; Tlgranes IV and Erato jugate (2 B.C.-A.D. 1), coppers 
Fortune, half prancing horse; Artavasdes IV and Augustus (A.D. 4-6), a denarius and a 
copper Artavasdes/Augustus; Tigranes V (A.D. 6), coppers, Tigranes/Erato Tlgranes/ 

G ennanicu s^kmod S “‘fr 0 ' 18_34)> Romanized denarius. Germanicus/^Saxias- 
Germanicus, kingdom of Commagene, Mithridates I Callinicus (96-70 B.C.), coppers 

Athena, Pegasus, eagle/palm-branch, winged caduceus, circular inscription P c lub’ 

Antiochus 1 Theos (69-34 B.C.), coppers, Tlgranes II/the lion of Commagene and eagle; 

Antiochus TV Epiphanes (A.D. 38-72), coppers, scorpion (inscribed Commageme 

Cele^Krii Cietis) Capricorn, two cornucopias, Artemis, Apollo (inscribed 

Celenderis, Selinus), Hero, Tyche ; Antiochus IV and Iotape (A.D. 38-72) coppers 
Antiochus/Iotape, Antiochus/Iotape seated and female seated; Iotape (A.D. 38-72)’ 
scorpion (Inscribed Commagene, Lacanatis, Lycaonia), Artemis, male figure standing 

hnsrrihfd ? and C T aUlnlcus (A - D - 72b coppers. Epiphanes/Callinicus, Capricorn 
^ rib f d <**°**6™- LacanaUs, Lycaonia), Armenian tiara (inscribed Commagene, 
acanais, Lycaonia); Philopappos (A.D. 72), copper, Athena; State coinage of 

aX^h (Ca ‘ 721 C ° P ? erS ’ hands/ ax * hoT - Capricom/scorpion. capricon/ 
Armenian tiara, city coinage of Samosata (31 B.C. - A.D. 38) coppers Zeus/lion 

° i?^ C a C ’ ea ^ le /^ che * eale/Zeus; an unknown ruler, copper, Armenian tiara/horse’ 
Cilician Armenia baronial period, Roupen I (1080-1095), copper; Toros I (1100-1123)’ 
copper, Toros II (1144-1168), copper; Roupen II (1175-1187), coppers; Levon II (1187- 
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1198), coppers; royal period, Levon I (1198-1219), gold tahekans and a half gold 
tahekan, single lion and double lion coronation trams, double trams, half double 
trams, a quarter double tram, half trams. Crusader type billons, regular trams, and 
tanks (Sis, Ayas); Hetoum I (1226-1270), gold tahekan (Levon-Hetoum type), Hetoum- 
Kaiqobad bilingual trams and a half tram, Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tr am s and 
half trams, Hetoum-Zabel regular trams and half trams, tanks (Sis, Ayas), equestrian 
and regular kardezzes; Levon II (1270-1289), a gold tahekan, precoronation tr am , new 
trams (Sis, Ayas), half trams struck with small dies and new tram dies, a tank and 
kardezzes; Hetoum II (1289-1306), billons with Latin and Byzantine crosses, kardezzes 
with king’s bust facing and king seated; Smpad (1296-1298), coronation and regular 
trams, and poghs; Gosdantin I (1298-1299), a gold tahekan, trams, and kardezzes; Levon 
III (1301-1307), takvorins, a half tram, takvorin overstruck in Arabic, a zinc takvorin, 
and kardezzes; Oshin (1308-1320), coronation trams, a half tram, takvorins, takvorin 
overstruck in Arabic, and poghs; Levon IV (1320-1342), takvorins, a half tr am 
takvorins overstruck in Arabic, large and small poghs; Guy (1342-1344), takvorins and 
a pogh; Gosdantin III (1344-1363), takvorins (Tarsus, Sis), and poghs (Tarsus, Sis); 
Levon the Usurper (1363-1365), takvorins and poghs; Gosdantin IV (1365-1373), 
takvorins and poghs; Levon V (1374-1375), billons and poghs; Post Roupenian silver 
and copper coins; Kiurke II Curopalatus (1048-1100), a copper, Abagha Khan (1265- 
1282), a copper. The catalogue is followed with counterfeit Armenian coin detection, 
grading of Armenian coins, rarity, values of Armenian coins, key to plates, index, and 
48 photographic plates. The legends and metrological data are published. Author 

Pmbmuf,pntPfttbp gftmmlfmb gm u m tn p n l p f,L.b L gbm4mutnup fttb J pb £ pn fn p 4mjlfmlfmb 
gpmJbbpnib, (f bb mgp nL p f, L b p Ifp ufm pnubm Ifl; 4bmLbm fbbpp- Jmmbbmgpn L p f,ub, 4m j If m If mb 
gpmJbbp 4mumpbfp, Pmblfmgbn L pf,t.b L gbm4mmnt.pf,ub, mtfbmplf Jp 4utjlfmlfmb gpmJbbpnt. 
tfmAmnpb if n l g m Lfm g p n t p b mb g tfpmj, L Ifutmtu fngp nup tju.utni.npnt.ujb bb gpmJbb pnt tnbuuib- 
hbpp tfb pmgpnumir 4bmLmuf^ XTn+pf, pmgmun pnt.p f,t.b' UmJ^u (jnupf 260 t,.*.), mghbA Jp, 
'rftnhftunuft Jmlfmbp- UpjmJ U (jnup^ 240 VP), ufgbbAbbp, Aftmtnp L pb.uit.np buiibuib. 
huipuiup^u (*/«-/»£ 230 y*' P • “"*■"£). J P> r bb nu k nL Pt’b H nL fubbpp/ uipbhu- Up.uitf fi 

230 VP), UfgbbAbbp, iftuit-np, Ifmbgbmb nu 4mbgb igm4m jb m g JbpL tub A Jp, mpbhu L 
*"bppul i u ( t nupl 220 VP), ufgftbAbhp, BuitjPuthuiif, bummir nt Ltubgbmif 
Upbbmup. Upq.fivu.piu ( t n L pl 210 VP), UfgbbAbbp, uipbf, L . 2mpb4 (fnup? 190 VP), mghbA J p, 
tj'gn^b Wbm4j,m ?)• ITnpf/.j/.lf (jnupl 100 VP), ufgf,bA J p, gf,gnu4b WLbui<b^ ?)• Upmm^ubmb 
ttuputnnuPbt.’U 2mpb4 (100 VP- p. mnm?), ufgJf.bA J p, Ifmjbmlf- Sb*P mb U. (123-96 l -P-), 
Ufgf.bAbbp If mb gb mb mb A, &Lu, BmgPmbmlf buiglfbtguuilfn^ Bmgfimbmlf mpjmubbf,/, tytW. bum.. 
Sftgpmb p (95-56 VP), uipbuiphuij L uipbu.pu.gob fn pb pgpuitT btubbb p, Upmmfmmh, Ubmhnnh L 
bu.Ju.ujnu/. Pui/utnbp, gpu.fuJu.bbp, Uptnu.ju.u.f, L Ubmf,npf, Pu.fuu.bp, ^./.g, Ah, mghblbbp' 
fU.nu.Ab ^mpmmlfu.np.Upmmfmmf,, Ubmftnpf, L 'hu.J mul/nu, f, Pu.fuu.bp, puifutn Ifpbbu.gpn.J numb 
^‘b unT kb C %Lu/fbg), llpwgnu b (Pm fum/<pnu^jgnb, Uummpm^/gnuf) L lfu.pu.pnuf, (u.Ju.pbn- 

* P ‘ U P '*' UJ<U1 kP l i Uu ’1P"l‘ t "‘-‘“ ir uhfLlfbmb (Ubu.bnt.nu 
a ns {b r n mmbf,/Pmfum), Upuignu (Uummpmlf/gnuf) Ufgf,bAbb pnub tfpmt, rtuiaj fib, 

Bu.gPu.btuj 4f.bg fnpu L b pb p tutntuJ funjpnJ, %mJ mulfnu ^ 8 utgPu.bu.If, mjf 8u.gPu.bu.lf Jp, 
U, ‘ T ‘“P h 'db^P lk“lb "f L *mfu, u,Ju,pbglbt-p lfplfbu.gpnjJnt.uib Sbp^ub (Pm fun, /nmgj mb mu) 
uigbbAbb Jpuij, gnpbbb 4u.u,f,lf, 4mulf, bn£f,f, bum, Ifnp L nugf,g uipj u. L bb f, f, &h L g, hpnu,tubh, 
fuu.pbufu, futfutn, lb bit ±b iklk L "f. U.rik"“ L hn -P Upmu.uu.gg P (56-34 IP-), jnpbL- 

gpmJbuib Jp L gpu.fuJu. jp, pu.rtu.Ab * u, pmu.lfu.np, tggbbAbbp, pmgmunpf.b lfu.bgbmb 4u.uu.Lp, 
Bmgpu.bu.lf bn&bfi *mn. Upmmtfu P (30-20 &•*•), UfgftbA J p, BmgPmbmlf. S bipmb 9- (20-8 
gpmfuJm, P ut gut Lnp f,b Iftub gb mb 4mumlfp, Ifbumgpm fuJ m, BmgPmbmlf, ufgftbAbhp, bpLAh Jmpmm- 
k^^Pt n-mgJ bj, BmgPmbmlf, mp^u, Ifmjbmlf, ^fig, ^ g^tgb Am fu L m£, Abnu mnmlmJmup, 
""-b^b lini-fu S bipmb 'b (8-6 VP), ufgbbAbbp, %Lu, ifm4mgb, BmgPmbmlf, mjf mb urn l, 
BmgPmbmlf mpbf,u gjufj, Amfu L m?, fmfum, bmn, mpJmubbbb ^7- bplfumjpb mmufmp, J,hg 
ikufb ml L Amfu, ff, gf, gfnu/u. Upmmumgg (5-2 VP), tggbbAbbp, Pmgmunpf,b Lmbgbmb 
4mumlfp, fbpmb J pmj mpb^u- S bipmb 'h L bpmmnj gnugmgfnufu (2 VP -B P 1), UfgftbAbbp, 
Pmfum, A b n urn nm ^ m J m up- Upmmumgg <b L Ut-gnumnu (B-P- 4-6), gbbmpf,nuu Jp L mghbA Jn, 
“r^mgg/Uugnum ^ S bipmb b (BP- 6), UfgftbAbbp, S bipmb / b pmmn ,, S bipmb/ lYgn urn Ju- 
LPjT^V 6 ^ ’ *2 nJ kmkmbmgmb gbbmpf,nuu, <fb p J mb blfnu / Upmm j^u-^b pjlb f.Lnu. 

knJJmghbkb P" L Pb^ V b^mm U kmfff.bf.lfnu (96-70 VP), ufgf,bAbbp Upbbmu, 

Jbgmunu, mpb^-/ mpj mubb b b ^pj^b pLmunp Jmlfmbp, t p9mgpn L pbub, ,mfum. 

Ubmbnpnu « Pjnu (60-34 VP-), ufgbbAbbp, Sbipmb P/knJjJgbbtf l^P b ipb h u. 
Ubmbnpnu ^ 38-72), UfgbbAbbp, lfmpb& (m pAmbmgpnumb knJJmgbbl,, 

fm If mb mm fj u , /bk^bm, kb^Pb^t mjbbg^b^p, ^plfuu m J m P b g-^ p , Upm b J f, u , Utgngnb 
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!r 7 l (*.*. 3 s-72) 

72)^ b A,f ( f '"P UJ, t'k> U^in/tn^nu/hnpui^i luwwb, ljf.1 Jp luwwb. hn/Juj^^ (ff.-fi. 38- 

72), *«/»£* bnJJwqblJ, Lwljwlwwf,u, if, ltu.nl/Tu,), flpwbJ^u, Jwpqnu Jp 

< \ ujuu.lt P IjUllqlwb, Uutnqnl. b f /.$ u.1 £u L b u. , , hi frLnu (R •£ 72) 7.7 A S A ^ 

Hbfu.Hu^ Lb ^ k wjbbq^upYJpiwLqpnuwb L^wllwhu, Y^wnt') 

* W ilA*7lafc" Jr { rrff"tf"r» knJJwqblfj, lu.ltu.lu.uj l, u, Ifjjw nl f,w). \f, t nAui^nu (8.^12) 
utqf.lA, fj.pblu.u- i/nJJwqhl k f, lu.4u.lqu, . hi qpwJ (,nup9 #.■/?. 72) wnhlAlhn Ah / A / / ’ 

“ ,, u' i Jt r/ ir r , h ‘ t k i rl,c/ <"/«"«->- ArL-’-LSfi 

u. jLju.lt uil / un Jf , /A/l- b^lftlfbu. I Z,U 1 ju.uutu.1 h 2 fuuil u.hu.1 tnfuil' fhn. nhl // llflfin IflQK^ ^ 

^ AA - 1 ?' P‘“t““-"ru.l i wl iriu.1- ibnl tf (1108-1210), null/, qw4bbwllbp nu bbu 

nu kb 'hu.t,bl i u.l Jp, Jf, b bp/jnu wnf,ubnJ obJwl npwJlbp, hnbn.nu.Jlhn / A A / ^ ,«V 

%pi t^uswz; zzSffiS 

T H, L ,*pmi,bt r . IL„\ fi (1270-1289), „„iA JLttLwl J P 

teE-,7 '- t-p * 

l&fflu , * 7llb P n b ,‘ l tePrW-l'ni-* Pu.qnunpf.llbp, Jhb nu +npp fnqbp. <^1342- 

T"!’ L " P S\) b A .t"? i n : ,/nu ‘ nuJ Hb h * (1344-1363), Pu.qnunpp.lbp TsLunl Uhu) L 

tl3&37s7 r ff ’ hU) ^t , *? k ? km A (13 « 3 - 1366) > P^unpfjllbp L fnqbp- l/nutniulqhl 7 
wnbwfflb’ P * nL> t yf^ P, tl b Zh L "l b (1374 - 1376 ). Pbr^tph ifrnqbp. ^ Q b m Pnupblbl 
123V P hlZ L r^h r ' ^ZfM* fi (1048-1100), ujqf,lA Jp. ffpwqw hwl (1265- 

t W £ ^u.wjnqf.1 Ibwluwb k Cwjljwljwl Ijbqb qpwZYbp q3uu^u,ll lR ^jhlTu,l 

Ynuf^hn L U,UU ’ l 'jll ir^^pnu u.pj^lbpp, Yu, fu u,l 1,1 hfn u pLlY,hl, 

l44h™k^™Yb^ u.u.fuu,u. k lbpp, S ufnuiub bl fZnpu.qpnuPf.ullbpl nu 

Z, bqj.lu.ljp 

38 TROXELL, HylaA Orontes. Satrap of Mysia, by Hyla A. Troxell. Schweizerische 
Numismatische Rundschau, Vol. 60 (1981), pp 27-37 pi 4 

^ iS , t0 < ?f a !v!! aCkgr0Und iS glven t0 ^ rei S n of ^trap Orontas and seven coins 

of^n^H h Catal0gued - Based on a c °PP er coin (head of satrap/forepart 

of w ^ged bom-) inscribed KIZ, identical to a bronze coin of the same module but 

citJe^ of Adramvtp A ' Trox ^ U r ^attributes silver and copper coins of Orontas to Mysian 

rst^^T h S enC ’ ClrCa 357-352 (n0t 362) B - C - Orontas not Issue 
coins in Lampsacus and Clazomenae. The Lampsacene gold stater (head of 

tharArt?hp? art i° f fiT lnged 1S taken away from Orontas, and the author suggests 
at Artabazuz is the most likely candidate as the satrap depicted on the coin Orontas 
disappears from histoiy in 348 (not 345) B.C. YTO 

Spnuu.br k utu.u.Ju.itu.l nupnuu.qf.ir Jp uwu.pu.uj Hpnlqwuf, f. j{u wl n u p b wl .pfwlhl L 
gnugwltujqpnuwb bl bo P p ujqlbwj qpwJlbp, ^bpwqpnuwb' wju uwu, pwutf.1: [f.JlnuwZ^qlAbwj 
qw f. P if pwj ( uwwpwutf, qjnufup/ piuwunp ljf.li Sf, Jp wn.w£wJwup), w piwlwqpnuwb' KIX, 
Jwl Injl uiftujnif wjj ppnlqbwj qpwjf, Jp, pwjg w piwlwqpnuwb' OPONTA, Ppnuub,, bn 
Jbpwqpt Ppnlqwuf, nu ujqf.lA qpwJlbpp fT^u^ UqpwJ f,u, f,nuJ L thu/tblt 

pwqwplbpnul jnupl 367-362 (^ 362) l-*., P pnlqwu qpwJ J^nq^wb L wJ^uwb L 

bYVb^ L ““ T ? UUJ . l lb nu kb uu.wu.hpl Wj (uwwpwujf. qjnufup/ piuwunp /jf.uf/7 J p wn.w7wjwup) 
kp ■fkpgnuf, ffpnlqwukl L <bqf,lwljp Ijp pbjwqptj p k flpwwpwqZu IjplL j pjjwj ,ww 

i772Liz;i tp "^ ^i l kt P i H b 

1 Y 1 bP"!, 

39 VAGI, David L. One Humble Bronze, and a Mystery Solved, by David L Vagi 
See a^aaof nL M 1995) ' N °' 3 ’ PP ' 22 ' 23 ’ mus - Areview °< Hyla A. TroxeU's papfr! 
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ARTAXIAD COIN 

402. Tigranes II the Great (95-56 B.C.), 
Drachm. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r., clean 
shaven and wearing ornate five-pointed tiara. The 
tiara is adorned with an eight-pointed star flanked by 
two eagles back to back. Rev.: Tyche of Artaxata, 
draped and wearing a turreted crown, seated r. on 
rock, holding a palm-branch in her r. hand; at her feet 
the river-god Orontes swimming r. To r. BAELAEnE; 
I. downward BA2LAE£2N/TITPANOY. Letters above 
palm-branch gA, below palm-branch 0, at exergue 
EC. ACV-40V, CAA-78, AR19, 4.10 g, -VF $750 

403. Tigranes II The Great (95-56 B.C.), 

Copper coin. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. Rev.: 
Tyche. To r. downward BAZIAEni; to I. downward 
BAEIAEUN/TITPANOY. A behind tyche. ACV-50, 
CAA-94, /El 9, 4.83 gm. P, F+/F $60 

404. Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C., copper 

coin. Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r., wearing ear-rings 
and five-pointed Armenian tiara. Rev.: Nike 
advancing I. Holdig crown in extended r. hand. Left 
hand resting on hips. To r. downward BACIAJEQC; to 
I. downwad B ACIAEflN/APTAYAZAOY. Over- 
struck, under-type unidentifiable. ACV-127, CAA- 
132V, /E20, 6.14 g. -F/F+ $150 

405. Yazdgard II (438-457), Sassanian 
drachm. Obv.: Bust of Yazdgards r. Rev.: Fire alter 
with rwo attendabts facing front. Sellwood 47, AR32, 
4.06 g. Contemorary of Vartan Mamigonian. VF $55 

406. Levon V (1374-1375), copper coin, 
Pogh. Obv.: Lion of Cyprus walking r. Hbbn'u 


O-UTUMT. Rev.: Cross. +U.lTb < uU8 , u 4U8D. ACV 
506V, CCA 2243V, /El 5, 0.97 g. -VF/F $100 

407. Levon V as before. ACV 506V, CCA 

2243V, /El 6, 1.03 g. F/F+ $75 

408. Levon V as before. ACV 506V, CCA 

2243V, /E15, 0.69 g. F $50 

REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 
ALUMINUM COINS (1994) 

409. 10 luma, UNC $1 

410. 20 luma, UNC $1 

411. 50 luma, UNC $1 

412. 1 dram, UNC $ 1.5 

413. 3 dram, UNC $2 

414. 5 dram, UNC $3 


Bulletin No. 17 

Supplement D 


415. 10 dram, UNC $7 

416. 409 to 415, 7 pieces UNC $14 

BANK NOTES (1994) 

417. 10 dram, UNC $2 

418. 25 dram, UNC $4 

419. 50 dram, UNC $5 

420. 100 dram, UNC $9 

421. 200 dram, UNC $14.5 

422. 500 dram, UNC $16 

423. 1000 dram, UNC $16.5 

424. 417 to 423, 7 pieces UNC $60 


First Commemorative Silver Proof 

425. 25 dram, silver proof struck by the British 

Royal Mint. Obv.: coat of arms. Rev.: Apricot. 38.61 
mm, 28.28, 0.925 sterling silver. Leatherette 
presentation case and information leaflet. A beautiful 
strike and very attractive coin (S+l, $4.5) $49.50 

426. SPECIAL, all aluminum coins, all bank notes, 

silve proof (Nos. 416, 424, 425) retailing 133, 
sale price (S+l, $5) $110 

BOOKS 

M62. KASPARIAN, Alice Odian, Armenian 
Needlelace and Embroidery, 127 pp., numerous 
illust., c/b $40 

H41. BERLITZ, Charles, The Lost Ship of Noah; In 
Search of the Ark at Ararat. New York: 1987, 203 pp., 
c/b, d/j $18 

H42. BULL, Jacob B., The Fridjof Nansen; A Book 
for the Young. Boston: 1903, 132 pp., in very good 
condition, bound $12 

H43. CHAHIN, M. The Kingdom of Armenia. NY: 
1987, 332 pp., c/b, d/j, retail $55, sale price $30 

Shipping extra September 1995 

California residents please add appropriate sales tax 
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8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, U.S.A. 
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1995 

REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

Commemorative Silver Proof Coins (1994) 

427. Apricot coin, 25 dram, pure silver proof 
struck by the British Royal Mint. Obv.: Coat of arms, 
z.usu.usivuh 4U‘uPU < nbsnw»3nKu 25 anuix 

1994. Rev.: Apricot. ARNENIACA trhPU.'u- 
APRICAOT. 38.61 mm, 28.28, 0.925 sterling silver. 
Mintage 10,000. Leatherette presentation case and 
information leaflet. A beautiful strike and an 
extremely attractive coin $49.50 

428. Artsakh coin, 25 dram, pure silver proof. 

Obv.: Coat of arms. 4U3UUSU*uh Z.U'uPU.'nb- 
snNfrSnNu 25 apuir 1994. Rev.: Monumant of 
Artsakh, church and a sword. UP8Utu UUS^Utr 
CuO* Uba t- 38 mm, 1 oz (31.1 g.), mintage 5,000. 
Certificate $75 

429. David of Sasun coin, 25 dram, pure 
silver proof. Obv.: Coat of arms. 4U3UUSU‘uh 
4U‘uPU'nbSnb0'3nNu 25 O^PUir 1994. Rev.: 
Monument to David of Sasun. UUUnNu8h r HW.hO'. 
38 mm, 1 oz (31.1 g.), mint.5,000. Certificate $75 

430. Jakharak coin, 1000 dram, pure silver 

proof. Obv.: Coat of arms. 4U8UUSU‘uh Z.U'uPU- 
< nbsnbfd‘3flb‘u 1000 O-PUIT 1994. Rev.: Jakharak 
(maiden behind spinning wheel). 4U8qu.bU t u 
aPUirubP ffraffrU^PUirh 75 SUPKu. 38 mm, 1 oz 
(31.1 g.), mintage 5,000. Certificate $75 

431. Pagan Temple of Garni coin, 25 dram, 

pure silver proof. Obv.: Coat of arms. Z.USU.USU/uh 
4U‘uPU , nbSnbft)'3nKu 25 O.PUU’ 1994. Rev.: 
Pagan temple of Garni. q-Ufttih I aUP. 38 mm, 1 oz 
(31.1 g.), mintage 5,000. Certificate $75 

432. Sardarapat Battle coin, 25 dram, silver 
proof. Obv.: Coat of arms. AUSUUSU/u 25 TPUir 
1994. Rev.: Monument dedicated to the battleof 
Sardarapat. UUP f VUPU < TiUS 1918. 39 mm, 1 oz 
(31.1 g.), 0.999 silver, mint. 3000. Certificate $100 

433. SPECIAL, all aluminum coins, all bank notes, 

all silver proof coins (Nos. 416, 424, 427, 428, 
429, 430, 431, and 432) retailing $533, sale 
price (S+l, $10) $475 

BOOKS 

N35. BANKS, F. A., Coins of Bible Days. 198 pp., 
illus., card covers. ArmNS. $16 


Bulletin No. 17 
Supplement E 

H44. BOURNOUTIAN, George A., A History of the 
Armenian People, 1995, Vol. I 192 pp., Vol. II 265 
pp., card covers (ship. US $3, foreign $4.50) $34 

M63. RAND, H., Arshile Gorky; the Implications of 
Symbols, 1980, 270 pp., 15 color pis., 147 black and 
white illus., includes 12 p. chapter on artist's (Vos- 
danik Manoog Adoian), 22 x 28 cm, card covers. 
Retail $25, discounted to $1 2.50 

Periodicals 

P6. National Geographic 

1965, No. 2; 1966, No. 6; 1967, No. 2; 1968, No. 4; 
1969, No. 4; 1970, Nos. 1, 3, 5, 6; 1971, Nos. 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, /4; 1972, Nos. 1, 4, 6/1, 3, 6; 1973, Nos. 
1, 4, 6; 1974, Nos. 2, 5, 6/2, 5, 6; 1975, Nos. 3, 4/1, 
3, 4, 6; 1976, Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5/4, 6; 1980, No. 2; 1987, 
Nos. 1 , 6. Each issue (shipping extra) $0.50 

COIN SUPPLIES (10% discount to ArmNS 
members. Shipping extra) 

Coin cleaner 

CL1. Crow's original coin cleaner, 16 ft. oz. In plastic 
container. No loss of silver. Completely safe and 


easy to use. The dealer's choice $4 

Coin wallets 

CW1. ANCO 12 pkt. coin wallet $1 .20 

CW2. ANCO 18 pkt. coin wallet $1 .50 

CW3. ANCO 24 pkt. coin wallet $1 .80 

CW4. ANCO 60 pkt. coin wallet-album $4.00 

CW5. ANCO 80 pkt. coin wallet-album $6.00 

Coin storage boxes 

CB1. Whitman blue plastic, 2x2x9 $3.50 

CB2. Cardboard box, 2x2x9 $1.25 


Coin holders, plastic envelopes 

CHI. Plastic 2x2, strip of 18 with white insert $1.00 

Shipping extra Nvember 1995 

California residents please add appropriate sales tax 
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